POOR LAW (IRELAND.) / ...» \( 

. . ’Ll 

RETURN KxaOim of the Honourable The Home of Common! » >«/ ' 

dated 29 March 1844 

• ' >•. 



COPIES of any Gbkbeal Ok„ee sent by the Poor Law Commissioners to Boards of 
Guardians m Ireland, m reference to the 16th and 16th Clauses of the Amended Poor 
Law Act, 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92. 



COPIES of any CosmurnCATioNs made by the Poor Law Commissioners to any Boards 
of Guardians m Ireland, in reference to the 15th and l«th Clauses of the said Act- 
Of any Resolutions passed by any Boards of Guardians in Ireland ■ or of anv 
Communications made by such Boards, in reference to said 15th and 16th Clauses of 
the said Act. 



RETURNS of the Number of Pevee Patients Relieved under the 15th Clause of the 
said Act, and of the Number Relieved under the 16th Clause, up to the 1st dav of 
March 1844 ;-Of the Number of Houses Hired for the Reception of Poor Persons in 
Fevee, under the 16th Clause of the said Act, and tile Names of the Unions in which 
they have been Hired. 



Poor Law Commission, 
1 June 1844. 



} 



ARTHUR MOORE, 

Chief Clerk. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 4 June 1 44. 



I. 

COPIES of any General Oedee sent by the Poor Law Commissioners to Boards of 
Guardians m Ireland, in reference to the 15th and 16th Clauses of the Amended Poor 
Law Act, 6 8c 7 Viet. c. 92. 

— Nil. — 



COPIES of any Communications made by the Poor Law Commissioners to any Boards 
Guardians in Ireland, in reference to the 15th and 16th Clauses of the Amended Poor 
in T ,°y & 7 V ‘ Ct ' C " 92 '~ CJ< Resolutions passed by any Boards of Guardians 

and i..i A ° r ° f “ y Co "’"™' m " de b y Boards “ reference to said 15th 
>nd 16th Clauses of the said Act. 



„ ElT “ iCT from Circular sent to every Union in Ireland, dated 2 September 1843. 

(Hans which haH , T) 1 n^ 6 ^ ^korize certain branches of expenditure by the guar- 
>te law tl ubh wlen P r e™™‘y Prev.ded for by law. These and other alterations in 
should reviftheXm / d , tlu ? s “" te . ““ke it desirable that the Commissioners 
fee union - and it isTh.f nd d ° c "“ le " ts heretofore used in connexion with the accounts of 

guardians further on this subject, pre 
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Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Abbeyleu 

Union. 



2 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 



Extract from Circular sent to every Union in Ireland, dated 25 September 1843 

2. “ The alteration of the law effected by the statute 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, together with 
other reasons, has rendered it desirable that certain particulars should be added to the 
above abstract, which are not provided for in the order for keeping accounts issued by the 
Commissioners to the unions in Ireland. That order is at present undergoing a careful 
revision on the part of the Commissioners, with a view to its simplification and amendment 
and in tire meantime the Commissioners are desirous that you should forthwith adopt the’ 
amended form of abstract, 5 C, three copies of which are now sent for your use, for the half 
year which will terminate on the 29th instant.” 

3. “ Sections 14, 16, 16, 17 and 18 of the recent statute amending the Irish Poor Relief 
Act, may lead to certain items of expenditure by the guardians which had not previously 
been provided for, and the Commissioners deem it right, therefore, to inform you of the 
proper mode of charging such expenditure in the accounts, in order that uniformity may be 
obtained in this respect throughout the several unions in Ireland.” 

5. II. “ The cost of conveyance of any destitute poor person from the workhouse of the 
union to any fever hospital or lunatic asylum, and the cost of maintaining any such desti- 
tute poor person in such fever hospital, will be charged also to the electoral division, or to 
the union, in accordance with the entry on the register, and in these cases it is clearly con- 
templated by the Act, that the persons to be removed should be previously inmates of the 
workhouse. ” 

6. III. “ The cost of hiring or renting any houses which may be taken' by the guardians 
for the reception or medical treatment of poor persons afflicted with fever, or other conta- 
gious disease, will be properly charged to the establishment account ; but the maintenance 
. and relief of such persons therein will be charged in the same manner as if the relief were 
afforded in the workhouse, and any house or houses so hired or rented, should be deemed in 
this respect as part and parcel of the workhouse establishment of the union, and the persons 
admitted to be maintained therein should be entered on the general register in the same 
manner as the other inmates of the establishment.” 

Note . — A further circular on the subject of the mode of charging the various items in the 
Union accounts, was issued on the 25th March 1844, and with it was sent an extract from 
the circular of the 25th September 1843, such extract comprising the extract given above. 



ABBEYLEIX UNION. 



No. 18323, D/43. 

Copy of Resolution of Board Guardians, 6 October 1843. 

Moved by Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr, W. W. Despard : 

Resolved, That fever patients, admitted under the 6th and 7th Viet. c. 92, are placed to 
the charge of the union at large, and not to the particular division in which they reside; 
that other paupers have been put on the union at large, when they should be placed on a 
particular division; that the amended Act above referred to, sect. 12, says, that whenever 
any person, after quitting the workhouse of the union, is again admitted within six months, 
the expense incurred in respect of such person shall be borne and charged in the same 
manner as before his so quitting the workhouse, we therefore request the clerk to apply to 
the Commissioners to have their opinion how the Board can rectify the error above alluded 
to, of having persons charged to the union at large, when they should be charged to a 
particular division. 

Amendment proposed by Mr. White, seconded by Mr. Lalor : 

Resolved, That inasmuch as we conceive that the paupers in this house are properly 
charged, we think it unnecessary to take notice of them ; and if the guardians generally 
would give more constant attendance to the stated meetings, they would be better satisfied 
with the decisions. 

The question was put, and a division called for : 

For the amendment ----- 6 

For the original motion ----- 2 

Majority for the amendment - - - - 4 

Which the chairman declared to be carried. 



No. 19788, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 26 October 1843. 

Moved by Mr. Edmond White, seconded by Mr. Wm. Delany, and carried unanimously • 
Resolved, That inasmuch as this union is without any fever hospital for its sic P 
when attacked with fever or other contagious disease, we therefore consider it expe 1 
that hospital relief be as soon as possible afforded, as the best means of checking the sp ^ 
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of fever amongst the cabins and houses of the labouring nnnr nn H „„„„„ ^ , ■ 

destitution from that cause less frequent. g P°°b “d consequently rendering 

We therefore consider it desirable to take the proper letral means h. i 

of the opportunity afforded by the 16th clause inV PoAaw Amen/ment^l Tr™- 
vidmg hospital accommodation and medical treatment for poor people attacked with 
or other contagious disease, and for this purpose we propose to rent from 
Trustees, the adjoining fever-house, continiSg 0 feveiUds, ftSen,Tlaund^ 
rooms, 1 bath-room, 1 water-closet, 1 dead-house, 1 turf-store, and straw-house altoaJther 
capable of containing and accommodating 50 patients, provided the same can be obtSnS 
on terms considered as advantageous to the union by the Board of Guardians 
Moved by Mr. Despard, seconded by Mr. Lyster: 

Resolved, That in consideration of the additional labour and duty imposed on the 
medical officer. Dr. Boxwel by Ins attendance at the proposed feve/hospLl, it ,s t e 
opinion of this Board that the salary of the medical officer should be raised to 80 Z ner 
annum, which is resolved accordingly. P er 

Amendment moved by Mr. Dunne, seconded by Mr. Keenan ■ 

Resolved As an amendment, that the salary of Dr. Boxwell should be 60/. per annum 
The questions were put, and a division called for, when there appeared- P 
For the original motion - - _ _ _ - in 

For the amendment - . 

4 

Majority for the original motion - 
Whereupon the chairman declared the original motion carried 
The medical officer being conferred with, expressed the opinion that a properly qualified 
paid nurse and a porter, would be all the permanent stiff necessary for the new fevt 
hospital. It was moved by Mr. Despard, seconded by Mr. Bailey, and eh, vied unanimously 
Resolved, That a nurse and porter be hereafter appointed, and that the salary of t/e 
muse be 10Z. per annum, arid that of the porter SI. per annum, both with paupers'Tations 
Moved by Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. Despard, and carried unanimously: P 

incSwtf^^T^ aPP °“ ted ap0theCa ' 7 * he *« h y o S pit a ., with an 
Moved by Mr. W. Delany, seconded by Mr. Lyster, and carried unanimously • 

Resolved, That the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to prescribe, at their earliest 
convenience, the regulations under which poor persons are to he received into the proposed 
fever hospital, under the 16th section of the 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92. proposed 

Dr. Boxwell, one of the trustees of the fever hospital, intimated to the Board that in 
order to facilitate the opening of tile fever wards, he was authorized by Lord De Vesci the 
Honourable Mr. Vesey, and the Honourable and Reverend Mr. Wingfield, his co-trusteL 
to offer the fever wards to the guardians at a yearly rental of not exceeding one-half of £ 
ground-ient, wluch was 4 1. The guardians unanimously resolved to accept the proposed 



No. 19788, D/43. 

Letter from the Commissioners, in reference to the above Resolutions. 

Slr > . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 8 Nov. 1843. 

thjBn^d° r f r? W j'ct'C >ad under consideration minutes of proceedings of 

e™ ? f Guardians of the Abbeyleix Union on the 26th ult., and have directed me to 
express their approval of the proposal to take the fever hospital adjoining the workhouse 
disease ’• eCeI ’ tlon of P 0 ” persons labouring under fever or other dangerous contagious 
meut Ac, £T' ““f “ f ! he I 1 ™™' 0 ™ ° f , tk 3 I6th Bection of the Ivish Poor Law Anfend- 
tonum A ’ n0t exceedm e one-half of the ground-rent, amounting to 4Z. per 

offli 6 Commissioners also approve of tile proposed increase of the salary of the medical 
annum led 8 T' khouBe > to , 80i - P. er annum, and of the salary of the apothecary to 30 Z. per 
Th r d - f * e P ro P" s , ed appointment of a nurse and porter to the fever hospital. P 

GnarfimT^STT W ? r‘ A® “ °PP° rtllnit y °f communicating with the Board of 
uardians on the subject of the regulations respecting the fever hospital. 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
Abbeyleix Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 20755, D/43. 

Extkact from Guardians’ Minutes, 9 November 1843. 
meltii^ofthrBom-d f ° ll0Wing notice ° f motiou > w,lich was handed to him after the last 

frorn^Im-^ S 0t & lven by Patrick Lalor, to the effect, that inasmuch as the house rented 
Mr Mv; a TV , C1 > tlie Honourable Thomas Vesey, the Honourable and Reverend 
346 1Ugfie d ’ t0 be used as <ever waids f or this workhouse, has a right to be considered 
A 2 a portion 



Abbeyleix 

Union. 
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4 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 

a portion of the workhouse, being under the control and management of the Commissioners 
and guardians, and the expense of such fever wards to be paid out of the poor rate • su h 
being the case, he is of opinion that any rise in the physician’s and apothecary’s salaries is 
uncalled for, inasmuch as by their proposals they are bound to give all necessary attendance 
on the sick poor at the respective salaries of 40 /. and 20 /., as in said proposals set forth • 
“ 1 hereby give notice, that I will on this day fortnight move the Board to rescind the resolu- 
tion of the Board, entered into on the last day of meeting, raising the salary of the physician 
to 80 /., and that of the apothecary to 30 /. a year, and in lieu of which, to make each what 
it was before, namely, 40/. a year to the physician, and 20/. a year to the apothecary. 

“ 2 November 1843. (signed) Patrick Lalor .” 



No. 21154, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 16 November 1843. 

The reports of the master and^ other officers were read, and orders made thereon 
as follows : That the clothes of the fever patients be washed on the premises at the fever 
hospital. 

The medical officer having reported that a man named Fitzpatrick, admitted during the 
week, in fever, was brought into hospital in a very wet state, his covering completely 
saturated with rain, and consequently in a most exhausted state, from which he never 
rallied ; after discussion, it was moved by Mr. Edmund S. Delany, seconded by Mr. White 
and carried unanimously, That a covered car be provided for bringing fever patients to the* 
hospital, to be stationed at the workhouse hospital, and to be procured at the expense of 
the union. 

Mr. Lalor, in pursuance of notice, moved the following resolution, which was seconded 
by Mr. Gorman : 

Resolved, That the resolutions of the 26th ultimo, raising the medical officer’s and apothe- 
cary’s salaries to 80/. and 30/. a year, he rescinded, and that each be what it was before, 
namely, 40 /. a year to the physician, and 20 Z. a year to the apothecary. 

Amendment moved by Mr. White, seconded by Mr. Bell : 

Resolved, That this Board will not attempt to disturb the appointment of the doctor and 
apothecary to the fever hospital with the salaries as fixed at a former meeting, and they 
regret any resolution should be brought forward disapproving of the arrangements then 
entered into, as they consider them advantageous to the union, and likely to be most bene- 
ficial to those afflicted with contagious disease, and for which they believe themselves 
indebted to the great exertions of Dr. Boxwell. 

After discussion, the question was put and a division called for, when there appeared— 



For the amendment - -- -- -- 8 

For the original motion ------ 12 

Majority for the original motion ----- 4 

Which the chairman declared to be carried. 



No. 21154, D/43. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 22 Nov. 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Abbeyleix Union on the 16th instant, containing a resolution 
proposing to rescind the resolutions passed on the 26th ultimo to raise the salary of the 
medical officer of the workhouse to 80/. per annum, and the salary of the apothecary to 
30 /. per annum. 

In reference to this resolution, the Commissioners have directed me to state, that they 
have sanctioned the increase of the salaries of the officers above-mentioned, on the supposi- 
tion that such increase was fit and proper, and in accordance with the resolutions of the 
Board of Guardians to that effect, and the report of the Assistant Commissioner in charge 
of the union thereon. 

Under these circumstances, the Commissioners must decline to change their views upon 
this subject, and the salaries will therefore remain as previously sanctioned. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 

Abbeyleix Union. 



No. 21543, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 23 November 1843. 

Moved by Mr. Stubber, seconded by Mr. Despard : . 

Resolved, That we have read with great pleasure the letter of the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners, refusing to rescind the vote of the Board of Guardians of the 26th October, giving 
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an increase of salaries to the medical officers in proportion to their increased duties for Abbeyleix 

attending the recently established fever hospital. After discussion, the question was put Union. 

and a division called for, when there appeared — ■ 

For the motion 9 

Against - 7 

Majority for the motion 2 

Which the chairman declared carried. 

Moved hy Mr. Lalor, seconded by Mr. Gorman : 

Resolved, That the resolution proposed by Mr. Despard, doubling the physician’s salary 
on the 26th October last, was carried by a Board composed of only 15 members, and the 
rescinding of that resolution was carried by a Board composed of 20 members ; we there- 
fore think that the Commissioners not sanctioning the latter resolution is extravagant 
unwise, despotic, and uncourteous to this Board of Guardians. 

The question was put, and a division called for, when there appeared, 

For the motion - - _ _ _ 7 

Against the motion 7 

The chairman gave his casting vote against the motion, which he declared to be lost. 

Moved by Mr. Stubbs, seconded by Mr. Roberts, and carried unanimously: 

Resolved, That the cases of persons admitted provisionally in fever into the fever hos- 
pital be brought before the next meeting of the guardians, with a view to ascertain to what 
division they are properly chargeable; as at present they are all charged to the union at 
large, which we consider is not according to law. 



No. 21543, D/43. 

Extract from Letter to the Board of Guardians, dated 29 November 1843. 

With respect to the resolution to bring before the guardians, at their next meeting, the See p 3 
cases of persons admitted provisionally in fever, and sent to the fever hospital, I am to 
request the attention of the Board ot Guardians to the Commissioners’ letter of the 25th 
September last, paragraphs 5 & 6. 



No. 22398, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 7 December 1843. 

The minute of the 2Gth October last, relative to the appointment of a porter and nurse- 
tender to the fever hospital was read ; whereupon it was moved by Mr. Despard, seconded 
by Mr. btubber, and earned unanimously, That Mathew Murphy be appointed porter, and 
Anne Lalor nurse-tender, they having been strongly recommended by the medical officer, at 
tne salaries named on the 26th October, namely, 8/. per year for the porter, and 10 1. per 
year for the nurse -tender, with the following rations for each; viz. 1 £ lb. bread, 3 £ lbs. 
potatoes, one quart new milk daily, and 4 oz. tea and 1 lb. sugar weekly. 



No. 22398, D/43. 



Letter to the Guardians in reply. 

^ r > Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 14 Dec. 1843. 

nf p HE ?°° r ^ aw Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
,, Guardians of the Abbeyleix Union on the 7th instant ; and have directed me to convey 
eir ® an <jtion to the appointment of Mathew Murphy, as porter, and Anne Lalor, as 
■urse-tender to the fever hospital; the former at a salary of 8 1. the latter at a salary of 
i0 ‘- per annum. J 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
Abbeyleix Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) A. Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No. 23227, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 21 December 1843. 

weelf an 3 a ^ m / ss / on paupers, the cases of six persons admitted provisionally during the 

and Mr Tnk^A/r it if 10s P 1 ^ a ^ was taken into consideration; when Mr. White moved, 
at large n iu ia seconded, That those admitted in fever be charged to the union 

fyan T ed an ameil<3ment , whi* was seconded by Mr. Dunne, That Jeremiah 

that divisin, t le lever cases, be charged to the Aghaboe division, as he was charged to 
1 when m the house before, which is within the six months prescribed by law 
A 3 The 



P 
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The amendment was put by the chairman, and a division called for, when there 
For the amendment - 

Against it- 13 



appeared, 



Majority against the amendment- g 

It was then put and carried, that Jeremiah Ryan be charged on the union at lar 
A second amendment was then moved by Mr. Stubber, seconded by James Dun 6 
That the persons admitted in fever, be charged to the divisions in which the^ 
resident. The question was put, and a division called for, when there appeared ^ Were 
For the amendment ------ 

Original motion -------- 



Majority for amendment ------ 

The remaining cases where then charged to the respective electoral divisions in which th 
were resident. 

Moved by Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr. Phelan : 

Resolved, That it will be necessary from and after the 1st January next that all nauDer- 
applying to be admitted into the fever hospital, shall bring a certificate froin either 
a guardian, a clergyman, a magistrate, or a dispensary physician, stating to what electoral 
division they belong ; and that notices be printed and put up at the several churches and 
chapels in the union to the above effect. 

After discussion, the Board divided, when there appeared, 



For the motion --------13 

Against - -- -- -- -- 2 

Majority for the motion - - - - - -11 

Which the chairman declared to be earned. 



No. 23227, D/ 43 . 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Guardians. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 3 January 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration, minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Abbeyleix Union on the 21 st ultimo, and with reference to 
the resolutions on the subject of the mode of charging the relief afforded to persons labour- 
ing under fever, the Commissioners have directed me to request the attention of the Board 
of Guardians to the circular addressed to them on the 18th November last, on the charge- 
ability of paupers generally. 

With respect to the resolution that all paupers applying to be admitted to the fever 
hospital, shall bring a certificate regarding the electoral division to which they belong, I am 
to state, that the guardians are right in procuring every information on the subject of the 
chargeability of persons admitted into the workhouse ; but that they must determine the 
allocation of the persons admitted, who are labouring under fever, in the usual manner, by 
approving or correcting the register, under the 43d section of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

* * * # * 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the G uardians, (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Abbeyleix Union. 



The following is a Copy of the Circular above referred to. 

No. 408, M/43. 

Chargeability op Paupers according to Residence. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 18 November 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had occasion to consult one of the law °® ceI ^ 
of the Crown, as to the proper construction to be put upon the provisions of the 12 th an 
13th sections of the Irish Poor Law Amendment Act, (6 & 7 Viet. c. 92,) considered wi 
reference to the 42d, 43d, and 44th sections of the original Act, (1 & 2 Viet. c. 56,) so tar 
as they relate to the chargeability of paupers to the union at large, or to the elec 
divisions in which they may have been resident, respectively. For this purpose the 0 
missioners have submitted several questions to the Solicitor-general for Ireland or 1 
opinion and advice ; and I am directed by the Commissioners to transmit his opinion on 
the following points, for the information and guidance of the Board of Guardians 1 
registering inmates of the workhouse on their admission, and in charging the expense 
their maintenance. 
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Questions. 

1. Whether the guardians can charge the 
whole of the current half year’s maintenance 
(i. e. half year ending 29th September 1843,) 
of any pauper who was in the workhouse at 
the time of the passing of the 6 & 7 Viet, 
c. 92, to the electoral division in which he 
was stated in the register to be resident, but 
in which he had not occupied a tenement or 
usually slept for 12 calendar months, during 
the 18 months previous to his admission to 
the workhouse, or whether the new sense 
given to the word “ resident,” is intended 
to apply only to the cases of persons ad- 
mitted to the workhouse after the passing of 
•the Act? 



2 . Whether the proviso quoted from the 
| 12th section (namely, that “ whenever any 
person, after quitting the workhouse of any 
j u "ion, is again admitted within the space 
■ . s ’ x calendar months, the expense incurred 

j “1 respect of such person shall be borne and 
I charged in the same manner as before his 
so quitting the workhouse,”) applies to per- 
sons discharged from the workhouse before 
‘he 24th August (the date of the Act), but 
admitted subsequently to that date, and 
"'ithin six months from their discharge, or 
whether it applies only to persons discharged 
. the workhouse since the passing of the 

346- 3. Whether, 



Opinion. -Abbeylbix 

-.i . . , „ Union. 

.1- in my opinion, the 1 2th section of 6 & 7 

Viet. c. 92, does not apply to persons who 
were in the workhouse at the time of the 
passing of the Act, hut to those only who 
have been subsequently admitted. 

The provisions of 1 & 2 Viet. c. 56, rela- 
tive to the register book, are not repealed 
by 6 & 7 Viet. On the contrary, it is mani- 
fest from the 13th section that the register 
book is to continue to he the document ac- 
cording to which the liabilities of the union 
and of the electoral divisions respectively, 
are to he regulated. When the 12th section, 
therefore, enacts that no person shall, after 
the passing of the Act, “ be deemed ” to 
have been resident in the electoral division 
unless during 12 of the 18 calendar months 
before his admission he shall have occupied 
a tenement, &c. in the division, — I under- 
stand the words “ shall be deemed ” to mean 
“ shall be registered, as if;” that is, when 
upon the admission of a pauper after the 
passing of the Act, the register book shall 
be made up, such pauper shall not be entered 
in the boolc as resident, or having been resi- 
dent in the electoral division, unless such 
residence shall have been for 12 months 
during the 18 months before his admission. 

It is true that the words of the 12th section 
are very comprehensive, but unless they be 
irreconcilable with a merely prospective ope- 
ration, I think that the reason of the thing, 
and the other enactments, require that they 
should be so confined. The guardians, in 
my opinion, have no authority whatever to 
alter any register book, when once approved 
of according to the 43d section of the first 
Act,* and this appears to me to be a strong * i & a Viet. c. 56. 
ground for concluding that the Act of 6 8t 7 
Viet, was not intended to apply retrospect- 
ively ; for the effect would be, so far as re- 
lates to appeals, in some cases to render an 
appeal impossible, although the register book 
might be wrong ; and in olhers to vitiate 
the register book by ex post facto legislation, 
and thus create an error, necessarily charging 
with costs either the party appealing or the 
union or division. 

I am, therefore, of opinion, that so far as 
relates to persons admitted before the pass- 
ing of the 6 & 7 Viet., the word “ resident ” 
ought not to receive the construction given 
to it by that Act; and that the guardians 
should, as heretofore, charge the electoral 
division according to the entry in the register 
book at the time of admission. 

2. In my opinion the clause in the 12th 
section of 6 8c 7 Viet. c. 92, relating to the 
re-admission of paupers within six months 
after the discharge, applies not to persons 
discharged prior to the passing of the Act, 
but only to those discharged subsequently. 



a 4 3. I think 
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Abbeyleix 3. Whether, on the admission of a pauper 3. I think that upon the re-admi*.!™ r 
Union. within six months after his previous dis- a pauper within six months after his 

charge, he is to be entered in the register charge, he ought to be registered as resid * 

as “ resident ” within the same electoral in the electoral division in which he ^ 
division in which he was entered as “ resi- originally registered, although he mav *** 
dent ” previously to his discharge, although be, upon such re-admission, resident in that 
he have not been so “ resident ” in the new division within the definition of the t ^ 
sense given to that word by this section ? “ resident,” given by 6 & 7 Viet, c 90 ^ 

4. If a person be described in the register 4. I do not think that the guardians have 
as resident in any electoral division in which any power of altering a description in th 
he has not been “resident” in the new register, when once finally corrected and 
sense, have the guardians power to alter the signed, according to the 43d section of 1 & 
description, or can the alteration be made Viet. c. 56. 

only upon appeal ? 

5. If upon the re-admission of a pauper 5. In case it shall manifestly appear that 

within six months after quitting the work- the entry in the register was orio-inally erro- 
house, it should appear to the guardians, neous, (according to the law then in force 
that on his first admission he had been as to the definition of residence,) I should 
registered on a division he had no claim to, say, that the guardians are not bound to 
is it absolutely necessary that such an error continue such error. The words “ in the 
should be continued under the 12th section same manner as before his so quitting the 
of the Amendment Act ? workhouse,” which occur in the 12th section, 

may, with reference to this question, be fairly 
construed as “ chargeable according to the 
same rule as would have regulated his charge- 
ability before his quitting the workhouse 
in other words, that the mode of charging 
should be, wbat according to law it ought 
to have been before his quitting. 

6. In reference to the last question it is 6. But if the error has been, in fact, con- 
to be observed, that if the pauper be not tinued, and the new register completed, I do 
described as resident in any electoral division, not think that the register can be altered by 
but be assigned to the union at large, no the guardians, or otherwise than on appeal, 
appeal is given to the union in any case in 

which the pauper ought to have been de- 
scribed as resident in some one of the 
electoral divisions ; and your opinion is re- 
quested. 

Whether, in such a case, the guardians 
can consider and alter the register after it 
has been signed, and allocate the pauper to 
some electoral division instead of the union 
at large ? 

7. In considering the new meaning which 7. The words “ usually slept” refer to the 

has been given to the term “resident” in sleeping of the pauper out of the workhouse, 
this section : — and no t to his residence as a pauper in the 

The words “ usually slept ” appear to be workhouse, 
applicable to all electoral divisions without 

exception ; and it is expected that this will (signed) Richard W. Greene. 

bear hardly upon the electoral division in 
which the workhouse is situate, notwith- 
standing the provision regarding the return 
to the workhouse before six months from the 
time of discharge, which seems to have been 
meant to protect that division. You are re- 
quested, therefore, to advise further, 

Whether a pauper will be held, for the 
purposes of this section, to have slept within 
the electoral division in which the workhouse 
is situate during the time of his residence 
and sleeping in the workhouse ? 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk of the Board of Guardians (signed) Arthur Moore , 

of the Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 799, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 11 January 1844. 

Moved by Mr. Lalor, seconded by Mr. Mulhall, and carried unanimously: 
Resolved, That the clerk do write to Dr. Dunne to request that he will not any m 
send paupers here in fever who do not reside in the union, as any resident out of t e un 
will not be admitted. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




TO THE BOARDS OF GUARDIANS IN IRELAND. 

No. 1339, D/44. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 18 January 1844. 

A POLICE sergeant attended the Board, having John Dullard of Bawnoughan in cus- 
tody, for deserting his children, and leaving them inmates of the workhorse and it 
appearing to the Board that the prisoner was a sickly wretched looking man’he wi2 
examined by the medical officer, who reported that he was labouring undfr fevi 

*■“ B °“ d to be'admiS 



No. 6556, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 21 March 1844. 

J- rc £? r ^ Jjf the n ma f er „ anc f other officers were read, and orders made thereon as 
follows . That the medical officer s report be inserted on the minutes. 

Medical Officer’s Report. 

In workhouse hospital last week - - - _ _ _• 3g 

Discharged well, five. Died, none. 

In fever hospital last week - - - 34 

Discharged well, seven. Died, none. 

I regret to say that fever has made its appearance amongst the women and children • T 

cMdrentoihe *» ^ * " d ni 

(signed) Wm. Boxwell. 



No. 6556, D/44. 

Lettee to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

T„ Slr b i ,, . . , Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 27 March 1844 

. T n w Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 

the Board of Guardians of the Abbevleiv Union on o,..r ■ . ! oi proceedings of 

tom the medical officer, in which h7Spre^Thi“ “ ^ ttt^n’h^T 5 . “ re P ort 

ance amongst the women and children, and states thaf he attribute. the^c^Snce E 
to the overcrowded state of the women’s and children’s ward. occurrence ot lever 

fe Commissioners have directed me to state that they very much 
STth , ‘T' ° f - fevei > f mentloned m the medical officer’s report: and they must 

es D ecial attention of the guardians to the cause assigned by the medica/officer 

• c , / llL Police winch has been adopted by the guardians of admitting- the 
enter S C1 ! k l ' en 1 ot monmto the workhouse without requiring the men themselves afsoto 

1S r 0Ue ^ Ch the Commission^ hale heretofore ^ecSd to on 
• 28810118 > and the Commissioners cannot but again revert to the subject of thaf 

Jf that deSmS of the r l *?"* COn ™ xio * mth the alleged overcrowded state 

Tlie Ttwiml Ihi 1 r whlC , h 1S appropriated to females and children. 
faontiiS £„/ ? uardl "J s I s ">“efore again urgently requested to the propriety of 
fitted mav ^ f 4 C - n a “ d 1 a J SO t0 , the “>"™ l “a«on whether some of the 

W01 ' U,0US,: ‘ he that ,heir P hnsbands 

T ° * Abheylek 0 ^)^’ Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 7221, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 28 March 1844. 
follows • ePOl tS ° f the master and other officers were read, and orders made thereon, as 
That the medical officer’s report be entered on the minutes. 

Medical Report. 

Distil* . j In w °rkhouse hospital last week 

'■•geofronsumptton, ted. d ’ ° ne - — Mar y MaIol,e > who came into the house in the last 

Disci™ r , * n fe ver hospital last week - ----- 44 

died oftypt s ffiver ten - ° ne ’ ^ al 'S aret Dunn, a very old inmate of the workhouse, 

last report. * 6Ver St ' k continue in the workhouse; 10 were removed to fever hospital since 



st report. 
346. 



(signed) Wm. Boxwell. 



Abbeyleij 

Union. 
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10 



Ardee Union. ARDEE UNION. 



No. 16410. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 5 September 1843. 

Notice of Motion by Mr. O’Reilly, 

That this Board do proceed to take into consideration on Tuesday next, the 12th instant 
the 16th section of the 6th and 7th of the Queen, chap. 92, with a view to providing with 
the least possible delay the relief contemplated by the Act, and so urgently required by the 
sick poor of the union. ^ 

(signed) Rob. Munkitterick, Clerk. 



No. 16864, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 12 September 1843. 

Mr. O’Reilly having brought a question before the Board upon the loth and 16th 
sections of the Poor Law Amendment Act, relative to providing aid for poor persons affected 
with fever, or other dangerous contagious disease, and the Board being desirous of pro- 
viding for the sick poor of the union with the least possible delay the relief contemplated 
by the 6th and 7th Victoria, chap. 92, and doubts having arisen whether the enactment 
extends to the sick poor of the union without limitation, or whether the relief contemplated 
is to be confined by the provisions of the 1st and 2d Viet. c. 56, for the admission of paupers 
into the workhouse; 

Ordered, That our clerk be directed to call the attention of the Poor Law Commissioners 
to this subject, with a view to obtain their reading of the law, and to request a reply at 
their earliest convenience. 

(signed) Rob. Munkitterick, Clerk. 



Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, Ardee, 14 September 1843. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of this union to call your attention to the 
accompanying minutes on the subject of the Poor Law Amendment Act, and to request 
your reply at your earliest convenience. 

I have, &c. 

To the P oor Law Commissioners. (signed) Rob. Munkitterick , 

Clerk to the Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners in reply to the foregoing. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 25 Sept. 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Ardee Union on the 12th instant, in which the guardians propose to 
provide aid for poor persons afflicted with fever under the Oth and 7th Victoria, c. 92, and 
inquire whether this enactment extends to sick poor without limitation ; and the Commis- 
sioners desire me to state, that they will sanction the hiring or otherwise providing a suitable 
building for the reception of fever patients. The Commissioners are of opinion that the 
guardians may, under section 16, 6th and 7th Viet. c. 92, receive into a building provided 
for the purpose all such poor persons afflicted with fever, or other dangerous contagious dis- 
ease, as have not the means of providing suitable accommodation and medical assistance 
for themselves whilst ill ; but the Commissioners do not think the guardians, under the pro- 
visions of the Act referred to, can provide for the accommodation of such as are capable of 
providing medical assistance for themselves. 

The building provided for the purpose should be within a convenient distance of the 
workhouse, so that it may be superintended by the officers of the present establishment, 
with the assistance of a paid responsible nurse. 



To the Clerk to the Guardians of the 
Ardee Union. 



I am, &c. 

led) B. Banks, 



No. 17602. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 26 September 1843. 

An application having been made by Rose Loughran, on behalf of her sister, Bridget, 
suffering under fever in the house of Henry Coulan, a weaver, whose sister and a c » 
inmates of the same house, are also afflicted by fever, and the father of Rose, ie ^ . er 
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TO THE BOARDS OF GUARDIANS IN IRELAND. 1 1 

a lodger in the same house, where he took fever within the month . 

dispensary, died ; tne month » and after removal to the An dee Union. 

Ordered, That the following- committee, viz. Mr. Hatch, Mr. Bovlan and Mr (VP.ili ~ 

be, and they are hereby appointed to provide, with the assistance A 0 Re , , . U y> 

officer, the necessary relief for the above three persons either ii^theTo ° f ^ medical 
occupM by them or by renting some other more suitable for one moSh preSettt 

Ordered, That the committee be further charo-eH ' 

their next meeting, what accommodation, and It what expense" h** Board » at 

provided for the relief of persons under fever, and other dannerois eonteoS ’’T 86 may be 
Ordered, That our clerk notice the guardians that nn noft T1 OHfaglous disease, 
committee relative to a fever establishment, will be taken into consaimtL * 6 reP ° rt ° f ‘ he 



Extkact from Guardians' Minutes, 3 October 1843. 

The committee appointed the last day for providing accommodation for fever cases havino- 
this day reported progress, and requested to continul tlieir duties ■ S 

Ordered, lliat the committee, aided by the medical officer he antWie.rl *„ „„ »• 
the discharge of their duties for one month, and that they be 'requested to KDOrt 
”*oZe? Thafth" 1 a ‘ f F? Tf'f meeting, o/the »l|t instant P PTO ' 

of faturea “ d 0ther 

affected with fever or other dangerous contagious disease, will be best and most econondcdly 
provided for through the medium of local hospitals, distributed through the severa“XS 

tSed"te?on e r!° ^ PaUP " S ° f 1My » ^ “ 

Amendment, proposed by Mr. Hatch, seconded bv Mr R„«pil ™ -j 

°' R “ Ily ba po 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 31 October 1843. 

<• S' raad ’ aud the account of fte exp6nditure up 

Ordered, That the report and account be received and entered upon the minutes 

| dtidI 0 fcr C0 fb? i il« h r ing app !f d th ¥ r a ‘ tention *> *8 providing the necessary accommo- 
the patients reported to the Board as labouring under fever, gladly availed 
ftemselyes of the disposition manifested by the inhabitants of the two cabin! in which the 
ever ongiuated to abandon their dwellings at once, entered into arrangements to S (he 
premises i for the union, until the 1st November, -with liberty to continue in possession at 
the standing rent, until some more permanent arrangement could be made. P 
a,i,; l ° Ur c i °“ mi 1 ttee found it necessary to have some small repairs made in both cabins 

SSSSSrBffS. 140 * ° f *“** “ adjointg the pooS 

CdS ri beSl It .“P m S l“ C r ed ? ^ P rovltlin B “fthe above accom- 

„Y > me be . st that at the moment could be obtained, 

three ™beM m r tte i e beg ? leava ‘° refer to the scheii “ le annexed to this their report. The 
SCsteredSi - p, 'f T e r We T hy ‘a* j? dicioas treatment of your medmal officer, 
Snilv ffll, f * ? friends before the end of the month ; but their places have been 

■hfiSs mll<! ST? P ?““‘ a ’ fS 6 males and six females ' deluding two 

1 typhoid ' ° ° ne wretched family named Brown, labouring under low fever of the 

I S cKldSSil a T ?” d r,V 8m f d ? Nei11 ’ “ the worst sta S e of like fever, having 
labomW i ! fortunately found safe to remove to the infirmary of the poorhous? 
■hsolatelv a r dlsease oftbo scalp ; a woman named Barnes, with a single child, who was 
‘ w£r S l presented herself for relief, her child has flso been removed 

fas wh? ’ i y ’ a “? n Bamiid Ca,To11 ' m by Mr - Elgate, one of your guar- 
fara ’ Th 1 PP ? ars “?. have taken tlie fever fl-om a girl who died in the house he was Sken 
- falthedm = mne parents are stm 111 the infirmary; their number and destitution, no less 
I Wt nremi, S T S c larac J ter of then- malady, all proclaim tlie necessity of renting the pre- 
jour ES m ° rc ad eqoate accommodation can he provided, the necessity Tor which 
committee cannot too strongly press upon the attention of the Board. 

(signed) Wm. 0 ’B.eilly. Wm. Hatch. Geo. Boylan. 

desire to add ’ lllat ■* has been necessary to employ Mr. Smith, the 
your medical offi 6 tOW “’ to oom P ound and see administered the medicine, See. directed by 
346 . 

B - “A regular 
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Ardee Union. 



« A regular nurse-tender has been employed since the 20 th of October, whom we re 
mend to be paid at the rate of 8 d. per day, with porter’s allowance. ’ om ' 

“The medical officer thinks it absolutely necessary to give this woman, while charged with 
the care of so many patients, an assistant ; such an assistant can, we understand b 
obtained for Qd. per day, with rations, a scale of remuneration we cannot avoid declaring 
to be the very lowest that can be offered for such service. ° 



u Cost of Repairs, Expenses of Hospital, &c. 

" Half year’s rent due by tenants in possession, due 1st November - 
Goodwill and expenses of removing furniture - 
To agreement with Mason, for repairs, not fully complete 
Paid Rose Loughran, nurse-tender, up to the 20th October * 

Due present nurse-tender for nine-days, until 28th, at 8 d. - 
Master’s accounts, including nurse-tender’s rations to ditto - 

“ Exclusive of Medicine, and Medical Attendance - 



£• s. d. 

2 15 - 
1 - - 

3 5- 
- 12 6 
- 6 - 
2 11 10 j 



£■ j 10 10 4f " 



Proposed by Mr. O’Reilly, seconded by Mr. Hughes, That it is the opinion of this Board, 
that the relief directed by 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, may be most gratefully, beneficially (as well 
as economically) provided for the sick poor of the union, by renting or building small 
infirmaries in the several localities where the grouping of the population calls for local 
dispensary relief. — Negatived, 11 to 7. 

Proposed by Mr. O’Reilly, seconded by Major Ruxton, That it is the opinion of this 
Board, that the medical officer of this Board cannot discharge his duty to the union 
without the assistance of a qualified apothecary. — Carried, 12 to 2. 

Resolved, That the committee appointed on the 26th September, be continued in the 
discharge of their duties until the next monthly meeting of the Board, and that in case 
they cannot provide accommodation in the town, that they be at liberty to provide accom- 
modation elsewhere, and that the following gentlemen be added to the committee, Mr. Bellew, 
Mr. Hughes, Mr. Shekleton, Mr. Russell, and Mr. Brenan. 



No. 21865, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 28 November 1843. 

That Mary Barnes and her child he admitted into the workhouse from the fever 
hospital. 

Ordered, That the fever committee be continued in their office for another month, and 
that they be empowered to break open a door in the hospital from one room to the other, 
and that they be requested to report fully to the Board at the next monthly meeting, and 
that the nurse-tender be retained to take care of the house, &c. 



No. 22236. 

Report from Mr. Gilbert, Assistant Commissioner. 



Gentlemen, Rostrevor, 5 December 1843. 

I beg to report to you that I inspected the two cottages taken by the guardians of this 
union and converted into a fever hospital. They are two poor cottages of the ordinary class, 
standing by the road, a short distance above the workhouse. The Commissioners are, 
I believe, fully aware that the guardians were at first induced to take them from the cir- 
cumstance of finding some persons there suffering from fever who wished to be admitted to 
the workhouse ; there were afterwards other persons admitted, and a nurse was appointed, 
who lives in the cottages, and also an apothecary, to assist the medical officer; some 
alterations were made to improve the ventilation, and the fortunate result of the guardians 
arrangement was, that all the patients were cured. At the present moment there is no 
patient in them, hut the nurse and apothecary are still retained. The guardians now pro- 
pose to keep on these cottages till the month of May, to serve a similar purpose, should 
occasion arise ; but they admit that they are insufficient for the purposes of fever patients, 
and the guardians contemplate soon taking some steps to provide a fever hospital, either by 
renting a separate building or erecting an additional ward to the house. The latter I thin 
will be determined upon. In the meantime, they intend to open a door so as to allow o 
communication from one cottage to the other, so as to avoid exposing the nurse an 
medical officer to the risk and inconvenience of passing out in the vain from one to e 
other. It will be attended with little expense, and is certainly desirable. I am induced o 
think that under the circumstances the guardians have acted wisely in taking the cottages, 
and that it would be prudent to continue them till the spring of the year, as they P^°P. 0S ^’ 
until their views as to providing permanent accommodation for these patients sna 
matured. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) W. J- Gdbtrt. 
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No. 96, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 26 December 1843. 

That Patrick and James Crobley be admitted into the workhouse from the fever hosoital 

The following report of the committee of the fever hospital was read • P ’ 

‘ Y “" r 00m,m ‘ t<!e teg to remind this Board that at the date of their last report nine 
patients remained under treatment m the fever hospital, three having beenprevSvdS 
charged cured ; since then, to this date, 11 were admitted, making a total o P f 20 patients ■ 
one died, 14 have been discharged cured, and five remain under treatment ■ of those dTs’ 
charged, three, previously inmates of the poorhouse, have again been received into the 
establishment; of the remaining extern patients, 12 were restored to their homi and 
two were admitted into the poorhouse. ues , ana 

“Jom committee, availing themselves of the power confided to them by yonr Board havh 
mane the humble accommodation under their directions as comfortable IA as serviceable 
as circumstances i permitted and are happy in being in a condition to report, ftafSedby 
the judicious and indefatigable attention of your medical officers, they are entitled to con 
gratulate you and the union on having restored to health and to th I fandlS“ o many of 
the suffering poor of the union who must have otherwise become a charge upon the rate- 
payers, already sufficiently taxed. e e P on tne rate 

Expenditure to the 23d December. 

“ Dietary of nurse-tenders - £ ‘ s ‘ d \ 

Ditto - patients - - _ _ . " ® 

Ditto - extra to ditto - i q _ 

Salary to nurse-tenders - - _ . . £ ” 



asc s rs= 



No. 2185. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 30 January 1844 

“ Report of Fever Hospital Committee, from the 28th December 1843 to the 
30th January 1844. 

“ Remaining at last report under treatment - 

Admitted since, to this date 

Discharged cured _______ 8 

Remaining under treatment I ~ " ® 



t (signed) George Boylan. William Hatch. Patrick Russell. 

since with f discha 'S ed ™red, two entered the house for a few days, and have 

•ith’thfs tote 5ffiX'us e e Tnd ’T' ''T S* to 4 -WW 

patients.” ’ ’ ° d “ attention paid by the officers and nurse to the 

Bowd ^will^xocee^ to seconf ^?^ Mr Russell, That on the 13th Feb, -nary the 
No. 3432, D. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 13 February 1844 
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, 4 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 

Ardee Union That an advantageous site can be had within the boundary-wall on the premises. 

' That accommodation will be required for 40 patients, with convalescent and other wards 

That the clerk write to the Commissioners requesting they will forward any plans or 
estimates which they may have to the Board together with such suggestions as they may 
deem advisable to aid the Board in coming to a sound decision on the subject. y 

That medical gentlemen recommending persons to the fever hospital be requested to 
mention where the persons reside in their certificate, and also direct them to obtain a 
warden’s ticket. 



No. 3433, D/44. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Sirs, Ardee, 14 February 1844. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of this union, to request you will forward them 
any plans or estimates which you may have, for the purpose of erecting a fever hospital for 
the accommodation of 40 patients, together with such suggestions as you may deem 
advisable. 

****** 

I have, See. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Hob. Munkitterick. 



Reply to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 19 Feb. 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
g ee Copies of Plans °f the 14th instant, and in compliance with your request to forward to you three plans for 
at the end of this the erection of a fever hospital m connexion with the workhouse of the Ardee Union. 

Keturn. The plans vary in size and in construction, but whichever the guardians may select can 

be extended or modified as the guardians may suggest. The Commissioners will readily 
afford every facility in their power to enable the guardians to carry out the object contem- 
plated ; and on the plans now sent being returned, with an indication of the one selected, 
they will cause the necessary working drawings to be prepared, on which tenders may be 
obtained ; but if the guardians wish to advertise for obtaining plans and specifications 
themselves, the Commissioners will not object to their doing so. The probable cost of 
erecting the building is stated on each plan. ^ 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the I am, &c. 

Ardee Union. (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 4044. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 20 February 1844. 

Ordered, That our clerk be directed to write to the Poor Law Commissioners to have 
their opinion whether expense of patients in the fever hospital is to be charged to the 
respective electoral divisions, or the union at large. 

Dear Sir, Ardee, 19 February 1844. 

I beg to state, that I am in the receipt of a letter from the clerk of the union, conveying 
to me, as physician and surgeon of the Ardee Dispensary, the following resolution of the 
Board for my guidance in directing the sick poor objects of dispensary relief labouring 
under fever or other contagious disorders within my district, how they should apply for the 
hospital required in their respective cases, and provided by the guardians of the Ardee 
Union : — 

“ That medical gentlemen recommending persons to the fever hospital be requested to 
mention where the person resides in tlieir certificate, and also direct them to obtain a 
warden’s ticket.” 

I beg, sir, that you will assure the Board that I shall willingly, with the recommendation 
conveyed in the resolution, so far as regards the adding to my certificate of their title to 
relief, the respective residences of the sick poor falling under my care ; but I beg leave 
respectfully to suggest a doubt of the prudence of requiring in all cases (and if not m alb 
how can a distinction be made ?) a warden’s ticket ; the warden can in no case be suppose 
to be a competent judge of the question of contagious disorder or not in the applicant, an 
that question is the sole one on which the title for fever hospital relief rests. , 

In many cases which you, sir, can easily imagine, and for illustration of which I beg to re ^ 
the gentlemen of the Board to several cases reported in the Times newspaper, within the las 
two months, showing the lamentable effects arising from obliging the sick poor to o 
the relieving officer’s certificate, before they could obtain at the union workhouse the i 
directed by the medical attendant (particularly that reported under the head of the Bro^.^ 
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Union inquest), I should hesitate to impose any additional trouble or delay unon the 
removal of a person labouring under contagious disorder. The poor of this comtTso t 
as my experience extends, are very unwilling, save in the last ektremlh, 1 ? ' 

to accept X * boon the removal o( their refations to a public hosnltal 7„ A”,? ^ 
locality; it is all but impossible to persuade them to accept the necessa^ relieDn time a“d 
you will probably be surprised to hear, that within the last month, the frSnds of the nirtie Ate 
labouring under fever, and living in the very street with the hosnital refused pehents 

from their own crowded ill-ventilated honSs to the hospltarAE^heh lw " ‘ 1 ’ em 
Trusting to your accustomed kindness to assure thS Board of mv unaffected ■ , 
to carry out the objects of their benevolent solicitude, in the most 

be pointed out, without any regard to my own labour, CtUal Way tbat can 



To Thomas Lee Norman, Esq. 



_ I have, &c. 

(signed) Richard Montgomery. 



Oidered That the clerk be directed to lay before the Board on Tuesday the 5th March 
a return of the number of fever patients admitted in the hospital, and by what recommen’ 
datum; also, copies of any reports from the medical practitioners, within the union Tthe 
state of fever withrn then respective districts, since the passing of the Aet“ & 7 Vibt 

Mr. Gilbert, the Assistant Commissioner, stated to the master, that he was bound to 
" C g Ztclr Per0 mrPM ’ Wlt b° u f a warden’s ticket, ’when the caL was ‘n 

(signed) Robert Munhitterick, Clerk. 



No. 4042/44. 

Extract from Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Sirs, 

t , j , . Ardee, 22 February 1844. 

* fev “ in 



The Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Robert Munhitterick. 



Commissioners’ Reply. 

Sir Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 

t j. , , , 23 February 1844. 

ufyetferd^ 

chargeable, according to the 12th section 
of the Irish Poor Law Amendment Act. 



To Mr. R. Munkitterick, Ardee. 



I am &c. 

(signed) A . Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 7726. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 26 March 1844. 

exhfcw the master keep a book of requirements for the fever hosnital fn h* 

rtl i ° fever comm ittee for their signature and approval. P ’ b 6 

months. VGr C0mmittee be em Powered to retake the present fever hospital for six 

(signed) Robert Munhitterick, Clerk. 



346. 



B 4 



Ardee Union. 
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Armagh Union. 



See copies of Plans 
at end of this 
Return. 



Athlone Union. 



Ballinrobe 

Union. 



ARMAGH UNION. 



No. 5800, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 12 March 1844. 

Resolved, on the motion of Mr. Paton, That a special general meeting be held on the 
9th of April next, to consider the propriety of providing for fever patients under the pro- 
visions of the Amendment Act. 

Note . — The guardians have resolved to add fever wards to the workhouse, and plans have 
been furnished to them by the Commissioners. 



ATHLONE UNION. 



No. 20423, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 4 November 1843. 

Notice of Motion. 

Take notice that, on this day fortnight, I will move that the Board take into consider- 
ation the necessity of erecting a fever hospital in connexion with the workhouse, according 
to the provisions of the amended Act. 

(signed) P. J. Fallon. 



No. 21302, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 18 November 1843. 

Mr. Fallon’s notice of motion for the erection of a fever hospital was deferred to a 
future period, in consequence of the thin attendance of the Board. 



BALLINROBE UNION. 



No. 17340, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 21 September 1843. 

Robert Bower, esq., notice of motion for this, day fortnight; that we arf 
ourselves of the means provided by the 16th section of the 6 k 7 Viet. c. » P . e f 
hospitals for the reception of fever patients, and that we do appropriate a certain port 
the house for that purpose. 



Letter from the Commissioners in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, MSeptoberms.^ 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration .£ h f eren B ce to 

the Board of Guardians of the Ballinrobe Union on the 21st instant, and ^ ^ 

a notice of motion proposing to appropriate a certain , directed me to state 

reception of poor persons afflicted with fever, the Gommissio * .j lg pur p 0se 0 f 

that the responsibility of sanctioning any alterations m workhouse x ^section 

receiving pemons afflicted with fever, having been imposed 

of the 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, they have given the matter the oo of 
and have been advised that it would be inconsistent with the sa y iated for the rece p- 
the workhouse to permit any part of the present building to be pp P 

for 'the health of the inmates of 

prevent the Commissioners from giving their sanction to the alter P P g tQ gtate that 
in the workhouse of the Ballinrobe Union. 1 am however, at ■ ’ rov icli n g other 

the Commissioners will be glad to lend every assistance in t P ^ er as t he guar- 

accommodation for the purpose required near the workhouse, m 
dians may deem most advisable. ^ ^ 

To the Clerk to the Guardians (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk 

of the Ballinrobe Union. 
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TO THE BOARDS OF GUARDIANS IN IRELAND. 

BALLYMENA UNION. 



No. 16447, D/43. 

Letter from the Rev. H. J. Dobbin. 

A WHMK Of the inhabitants of Ballymena, irnpmMd'^ra^'nS^o^re^ng 
medical attendance and relief for the poor who might be visited with typhus fever raised 
by subscription, some time ago, the sum of 300 l, with the view of erecting, with the aid 
oi the grand jury of the county of Antrim, a fever hospital. 8 

The amended Poor Law, which passed the Legislature last sessiou, has, however 
appeared to some of the subscribers to do away with the necessity of their voluntary efforts 
to erect and support such an institution; and, at a public meeting of the subscribers held 
here yesterday, it was resolved that the Poor Law Commissioner? should be respectfully 
asked their view of the matter. ^ 

I have been instructed therefore to inquire, 

1St ' "If' 1 ' sec , tlons } 5 “ nd 1 6 of the amended Act empower the guardians to provide 
accommodation and medical attendance for poor persons afflicted with fever other thon 
those who are inmates of ttie workhouse? 

2 d. If they are thus empowered, are the guardians to understand by “poor persons” 
only those who would be admitted as inmates into the workhouse, or a rathe? higher class 
such as servants and tradespeople who would be willing to go into a fever hospital, but not 
likely to become inmates of a poorhouse ? Y 

Sd. Supposing the law contemplates the relief of this latter class, would it require a regu- 
laimeetmg of the gmardians before ^person labouring under 'ever could be admitted ? “ 
scribe'm ° U be S ood enough to inform me on these points, for the satisfaction of the sub- 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Henry Jackson Dobbin , 
Secretary of the Fever Hospital Committee. 



Letters from the Commissioners in reply. 

I. 

T Sir, j- , | , T, T Po °F Law Commission Office, Dublin, 9 September 1843 . 

1 am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
ot the 7th instant, relative to the medical attendance and relief to be provided under the 
Act 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, for the poor; and 1 am to state that the Commissioners will again 
communicate with you on the subject. ° 

I have, &c. 

lo the Rev. H. J. Dobbin, (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

■Ballymena. 



II. 



T Sir » . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 3 October 3 843. 

. . F 00r . F aw Commissioners have had before them your letter of the 7th ultimo, con- 

taining inquiries with reference to the mode of affording medical relief to such poor persons 
as are afflicted with fever in the Ballymena Union, under the 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, and the 
Commissioners desire me to state in reply thereto: — 

1st. That sections 3 5 and 3 6 of the Amendment Act empower the Board of Guardians to 
provide accommodation and medical attendance for poor persons afflicted with fever, other 
tuan those who are. inmates of the workhouse. 

2d. It will not be competent for the guardians to afford medical relief to those who are 
dation° 01 otherwise P rovicle themselves with the necessary attendance and accomrao- 

3d. In cases of persons labouring under fever, the Commissioners consider that it would 
° e necessary to wait for a meeting of the Board of Guardians, as such cases might 
equne urgent and immediate attention ; and therefore they might be admitted at once, on 
!Ca V C , n be ’ n £ uia( ^ e > and especially if accompanied by medical certificate as to disease, 
i J,,a ’lability otherwise to provide, or be provided for. 

1 T m n I have. See. 

o the Rev. II. J. Dobbin, (signed) Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 

Ballymena. 



Sir, 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 3 October 1843. 



andT H?° r Paw Commissioners have directed me to forward herewith,' for the information 
0l1c . e .°^ tbe Board of Guardians of the Ballymena Union, the accompanying copy 
etter vhich they have received from the Rev. H. J. Dobbin, relative to the mode of 
C providing 
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Union. 



Ballymena. 

Union. 



See page 233. 



18 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 

providing medical relief to poor persons afflicted with fever, under the 6 & 7 Vi c t c 
also a copy of the Commissioners’ reply thereto. * c ‘ an( * 

The Commissioners having had occasion to address a letter on the subiert to , 

of Guardians of the Granard Union, they have instructed me to send a copy of it hereby? 
which will put the guardians more fully in possession of the Commissioners’ views as toTh ’ 
mode of bringing into operation that part of the Poor Law Amendment Act which ™i nt ® 
to fever hospitals. rdies 

The Commissioners think that if a building he erected on the workhouse site its mana 
ment would be far more economical than in any other manner ; and they have directed 
a plan of a building, of a plain construction, to be prepared, which can be erected where 
necessary, at a very moderate cost ; and a copy of it will be forwarded to the guardians 
should they deem a separate building necessary. 6 ’ 



To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, 
Ballymena Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No. 21927, D/43. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Ballymena Union, Ballymena, 1 December 1843. 

I am directed by the guardians of the above union to request your attention to the 
annexed resolution, passed at a meeting of the Board held here yesterday. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) W. M‘ Peake, Clerk of the Union. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Ballymena Union, Ballymena, 30 November 1843. 

Copy Resolution passed at a Meeting held here to-day. 

Resolved, That the Board of Guardians regret very much to learn from Mr. Senior that 
the Commissioners are averse to any part of the workhouse being allocated for a fever 
hospital, and request that they will reconsider the propriety of this Board allocating 
a portion of their poorhouse, as there is sufficient room in it for that purpose, after accom- 
modating all paupers who are likely to apply for admission ; and it would be a saving of 
from 400 l. to 500 l. to the union, a thing much to be desired injustice to the rate-payers ; 
and further, as it is the opinion of the Board’s medical attendant, that there would be no 
more danger of contagion in appropriating same to the reception of fever patients than if 
a new building were erected in the yard for such purpose. 



Letter in reply to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 6 December 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 1st instant, enclosing a resolution of the Board of Guardians of the Ballymena 
Union, relative to the proposed appropriation of a portion of the workhouse for the purpose 
of a fever hospital. 

The Commissioners are most anxious to meet the views of the Board of Guardians in all 
cases where they can do so consistently with the rules which they have found it necessary 
to lay down for their guidance ; those rules are founded on extensive inquiry and long 
experience ; and they feel therefore that if, as in the present case, a difference of opinion 
should arise between themselves and the Board of Guardians on any subject, they are fully 
warranted in exercising the powers entrusted to them by the Legislature, and declining to 
sanction the arrangements proposed by the guardians. 

The Commissioners are assured that the objections to the conversion of a part of the 
existing workhouse into a fever hospital, viz. the danger of spreading contagion among the 
inmates of the workhouse, and the risk of exciting popular prejudice against workhouse 
relief, are of sufficient importance to warrant the Commissioners in the course they have 
decided on pursuing, and they have therefore determined as a general rule to withhold 
their sanction from any arrangement by which the existing workhouse accommodation is to 
he appropriated as a fever hospital, and accordingly they must decline to sanction such an 
arrangement in the case of the Ballymena Union. 

The Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) ’ Arthur Moore , Chief Glerk. 

Ballymena Union, Ballymena. 
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TO THE BOARDS OF GUARDIANS IN IRELAND. lg 

Extract from Guardians' Minutes, 14 December 1843. 

No. 22842. 

The following letters from the Poor Law Commissioners and otW . . , 

clerk, and directions given to answer tiiem respectively to the foil ? we ~ read k v tde 
made on them respectively, as follows) : P 61y ’ ‘° ‘ he effect (or orders 

Poor Law Commissioners refusing to sanction the appropriation of a portion f .a 
house for the purpose of a fever hospital, and with reference to tlds Lttefb f the 'I 0 ' o' 
That a special meeting be called for the 4th day of January next forthe’ * WaS res ? lved > 
sidenng the propriety of providing accommodation for poo7persom affi^“3!thf ° f 

b;is u ar d,seases ’ aad tbat oar -** be direcM 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 4 January 1844 . 

No. 415, D/44. 

fever hospital be bnilt, or a house rented for that purpose the cost of whfoh ' f"?’ , Thlt j 
on the rates of the union. A division was taken ™J n tt e cost of which to be charged 
5 votes, and for the motion 15 votes, leaving a majority of™ “" d 5°, l ‘ “ a “ endmeIlt 
was accordingly carried. g 1 1 °* 10 m favour of the "notion, which 



BALLYMONEY UNION. 



No. 1810, D/44. 

Extkact from Guardians’ Minutes, 22 January 1844. 

J“- THOM8(W rep0rted tlMt M ="7 had incipient symptoms offerer since Thursday 

Resolved, That a place in the idiot ward be fitted up for Mary Deolet . 1 ,,, . 

committee provide a house suitable for a fever hospital, and report to the S T 
day week, in case that any more cases of fever appear in the worfirouse. B J ” S 



No. 2090, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes 29 January 1844 

4 ° a - 

and officers’ ratfoiis! 16 nuree em P lo y ed to attend the fever patients get ,o s . a* per week , 



&TRACT from Commissioners’ Letter in reference to foregoing, dated 2 February 1844 . 

you wflffofo™‘rt e 7P lo y ment of » to attend the fever patients, I am to request that 

“ now tu the ffitS 



No. 4046. 



Letteb from the Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 

Taifnll™-.. , , . . Lissanoure Castle, Ballymoney, 21 February 1844. 

electoral divisfof o^aUycrey^U Z 8 h““ hrought under my notice this day within the 
“sites next Board d.y ° f Ba ? 1 y molle y> and us I shall be absent at Dundalk 

act, to prevent ^ySiiy h d W ‘ sh SOme lns,ructID ns to be given to the Board how to 

a for £ maTte d r)“Sr n eTa (Wh0Se ZZ Z mea ?? ° f subsistence but the kindness of 
since wh”n sli^XnM ? a 7T Z M “ y ’ ? Car CoIeraiaa i sh e took fever some weeks 
la now without a Zt f hnndt f 8 S 0 ™" ^ ha l“° means of attendi "S to b er j she 
tiffing to attend he? f™ f b T* ? f str ?w “Oder ber, in an outhouse, and no one 
t° to thfexteZo/Tn? f foZ T i d, j eoted ,be B aardiaas °f ‘be division this day 
346 . ‘ ‘ ’ 10 f food aad attendance until Monday, and then to bring her 



Ballymena 

Union. 



1843 : Dec. 6. 



Ballymoney 

Union. 
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Baeitmoney case before the Board. It appears one of those cases (not provided for in the Act) requiring 
Union. ont-door aid, in order to prevent the risk of infection by bringing her within the walls of the 

— poorhouse. t 

I beg to call the particular attention of the resident Assistant Commissioners to this case, 
in order that a communication may be made to the Board by Monday, for their guidance. 

I remain, &c. 

To Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. (signed) Geo. Macartney , 

Chairman, Ballymoney Union. 



No. 4046. . . . 

Letter of the Commissioners in reply. 

Sir Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 24 February 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 2 1st instant, detailing the case of a girl named M ! Kierney, who is in fever and in 
a state of destitution, and requesting that instructions may be given to the Board of Guar- 
dians on the. subject, the case appearing to be one not provided for by the Irish Poor Relief 
Acts, and requiring out-door aid, in order to prevent the risk of infection, which would be 
incurred by admitting her into the workhouse. 

In reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to state that out-door relief 
cannot, under any circumstances, be legally administered by the Board of Guardians, inas- 
much as it falls within the prohibition contained in the 5 2d section of the Irish Poor Relief 
Act, and must therefore, if given, be disallowed by the auditor ; and of course the Com- 
missioners presume that the 10 s. referred to in your letter is not intended to be charged to 
the poor-rate. 

The Commissioners are of opinion, however, that the case may fairly be brought within 
the provisions of the 15th section of the Amendment Act of last session, by admitting the 
girl on the registry of the workhouse, and then, in pursuance of the authority contained in 
the section referred to, causing her removal to the nearest fever hospital. In this way the 
guardians can legally pay out of the rates the cost of her removal to a fever hospital, and 
of her maintenance while there. 

The Commissioners have observed, on recent minutes of the Board of Guardians, that 
one of the inmates of the workhouse was attacked with fever, and that temporary arrange- 
ments were made for her accommodation in the female lunatic ward, and a nurse engaged 
to attend to the case ; at the same time a committee was appointed to take into considera- 
tion the providing of a fever hospital. 

The Commissioners would be glad to learn what further has been done in these matters. 

A copy of your letter, and of this reply, has been forwarded to the Board ot Guardians, 
for their information and guidance, in the event of your not being able to attend the meet- 
ing on Monday. 

I have, &c. 

G. Macartney, Esq. (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Chairman of the Ballymoney Union, Chief Clerk. 

Lissanoure Castle, Ballymoney. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians, enclosing Copies of the two foregoing Letters- 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 24 February 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward to you, for the information 
and guidance of the Board of Guardians of the Ballymoney Union, the enclosed copy o 
a communication which they have received from the chairman of the Board, together wi 
a copy of a letter addressed to him in reply. 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
Ballymoney Union. 



1 am, &c. 
(signed) 



No. 5137. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 4 March 1844. 

The master reported that Andrew Craig, a person that had been ill oifaver, was sen y 
a warden to the workhouse; that the pauper admitted he was from the Ballycas j ame ' 
and that he had refused to admit him ; that Anne Brown was brought on a car ’ j 
C oyle, one of three rate-payers who had certified as to her being a tit person o > . ’ j ie 
he refused to admit heron the document, but from Coyle’s statement ot lier brought 
„ u, i.„ ,1 ’ * „„„„ After she had been Dro«„ 



into the probationary ward, she stated she was just recovering nom > , Q f Q 0 yle, 

on Dr. Thomson, who confirmed her statement. He immediately went in sea sa jd 

and found that lie had made his escape from town ; he then hired a car, an j) u r- 

Anne Biown w ith him on it, and left her in Coyle’s house, at Drumcrot ag , 
wick division. Resolved, 
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Resolved, That the master’s decision on the two foregoing cases be approved of. 

The guardians admitted the woman (Brown) who had been presented to the master of 
the workhouse last week, ill of fever, as a pauper. 

Resolved, That the Commissioners be requested to allow her to be supported where she is 
now lying ill °f fever, at James Coyle’s, in Drumcrottagh, as there is no fever hospital 
nearer than Belfast ; and that the allowance to Coyle, weekly, be 10 s. 



No. 5137, D/44. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reference to the above Resolution. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 7 March 1844 . 

j The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Ballymoney Union, on the 4th instant, containing a resolu- 
tion requesting the Commissioners to allow a woman named Brown to be supported out of 
, the union funds, where she is now lying ill of fever, there being no fever hospital nearer 
, than Belfast. 

j In reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to state that the proposition is 
I directly contrary to law, and that the Commissioners have no power to sanction that which 

is in itself illegal. No payment can be made from the rates in respect of the woman 
referred to, unless she be in a public fever hospital, or a fever ward upon the workhouse 
site. 

I am, See. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Ballymoney Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 5734. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, ll March 1844. 

Letter dated 7th instant, stating that it is directly contrary to the law (and the 
Commissioners have no power to sanction that which is in itself illegal) to pay for the sup- 
port of Anne Brown, unless she be in a public fever hospital, or a fever ward upon the 
workhouse site. 

The guardians beg to state, that they acted under the impression that it was in the 
power of the Commissioners to allow a house to be rented, and paupers to be supported 
during the time of their illness and convalescence, either of fever or any other contagious 
disease; and that the case of Anne Brown was so urgent, that she must either have been 
admitted into the workhouse, or be allowed to die for want of proper attendance ; and they 
are getting her house, food, and attendance under their present arrangement cheaper than 
the wages of a nurse to attend her in the workhouse, and subject the paupers to the danger 
of contagion. 



No. 5734, D/44. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reply to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 16 March 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Ballymoney Union on the llth instant, containing a resolution 
relative to the case of Anne Brown, who is suffering from fever, and for whose lodging, 
food, and attendance the guardians propose paying a weekly sum to the person to whose 
house she has been removed. 

In reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners again to state that such 
payment would be distinctly illegal : the law does not contemplate weekly payments to or 
on account of persous in fever as proposed, and the guardians have consequently no 
authority to make such payment, nor have the Commissioners any power to sanction it, or 
the auditor to allow it if made. 

The provision of the Irish Poor Law Amendment Act, to which the guardians have 
referred, only enables the Commissioners to sanction the permanent hiring or renting of a 
house for the express purpose of the reception and medical treatment of persons suffering 
from fever, but does not, in any way, sanction such a course as that which the guardians 
desire to adopt in this case. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians (signed) Arthur Moore, 

of the Ballymoney Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 6315. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 18 March 1844. 

■ ^ HE guardians, on Anne Brown’s case being brought forward, entered into a subscription, 
attj ^ ^ r - Senior, to defray the expense that had been already incurred for her lodging, 
er| dauce, and food, for the past two weeks and for the present one. 

3*16. 1 c 3 



Ballymoney 

Union. 
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Balrothery 

Union. BALROTHER YUNION. 



No. 19132. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 16 October 1843. 

Proposed by Mr. Hussey, seconded by the Honourable St. John Butler : 

Resolved, That a committee, consisting of Mr. Byrne, Mr. Magrane, Mr. Christi 
Hr. Adrien, be appointed to ascertain upon what terms a proper spring-cart couirfhl 
procured for the use of the union, to convey fever patients to the fever hospitals ' 
Dublin, under the clauses in the new Act, and to report to the Board as to the exr>p m 
and description of such spring-cart at its next meeting. P ense 

Ordered, That the expense of transmitting Mary Rooney, a fever patient in the house to 
a Dublin hospital, be charged to the union at large. 



No. 19132, D/1843. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 21 October 1843 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings* of 
the Board of Guardians of the Balrothery Union on the 16th instant, containing a reso- 
lution to appoint a committee to inquire as to the expense of obtaining a proper cart for 
the conveyance of persons labouring under fever from the workhouse to the fever hospital 
in Dublin. 

In reference to this resolution, the Commissioners have directed me to state that they 
would recommend the Board of Guardians to use great caution in removing fever patients 
so great a distance in the manner proposed, and they suggest that the written certificate of 
the medical officer as to the propriety of that course, in every individual case, should be 
given at the latest possible period previous to the removal of the patient. 

As regards the instruction to charge the expense of transmitting a fever patient named 
Mary Rooney to the fever hospital in Dublin to the union at large, I am to state that 
the cost of removing a pauper from the workhouse to a fever hospital should be debited to 
the electoral division in which he or she is stated in the register to have been resident 
previously to admission to the workhouse. 

See page 2 . Your attention is requested to the course pointed out in the circular letter of the Com- 
missioners, dated the 25th ultimo. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) C. Walmisley, First Clerk. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians 
of the Balrothery Union. 



No. 20066. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 30 October 1843. 

The Board having learned that there are now two cases of very bad fever in the hospital, 
and that there may be a danger of further increase ; 

Ordered, That in the event of its appearing expedient to the doctor, he be authorized to 
have the present patients that are not affected with any contagious disease removed into 
the body of the house, and that he appropriate the hospital altogether to fever cases. 

Mr. Magrane gives notice that on this day week he will move the following resolution : 

“ That this Board highly approve of the clause in the Amendment Poor Law Act of last 
session, empowering them to provide hospital relief for fever patients, and they pledge 
themselves to provide such relief when the urgency of the case may require, either by esta- 
blishing a central hospital, or fitting up a temporary one in the locality in which fever 
prevails.” For Monday (November 6) next. 

Mr. Hussey gives notice, that on this day week he will move the following resolution 
“ That the master be directed in no case to receive a pauper labouring under fever until 
accommodation for such patients be provided for, and in any suspicious case of illness in 
a pauper presenting himself for admission that he will not be suffered to enter the house 
.without a medical certificate, in addition to the warden’s certificate, that the pauper does 
not labour under fever.” 



No. 20096. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 6 November 1843. 

Mr. Hussey’s notice of motion taken up by Dr. O’Grady, and proposed by him and 
seconded by Mr. Butler, being put from the chair, motion lost. 
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No. 22242. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 4 December 1843 
Mr" 0 ™’ 8 m ° ti0n ° f 28th ° Ctober by him,' and seconded by 

a " J f™ d * *• 

iation for such fever patients as may be afflicted with fever in tv** Io8 - a of tlme ’ 

, revisions of the Poor Law Amendment Act? and Sat ft s Bomd 7”' r ™ a 5 t t0 the 
blish an hospital or hospitals accordingly ” oard do now P roc eed to esta- 

Mored by Mr. Butler, seconded by Mr. Mathews: 

is connexion withlhe wo°Se,CthebS ST pileSTae' 



For the Resolution. 

Messrs. Lynch. 

Magr&ne. 



Against the Resolution. 

Mr. H. H. Woods. 

Dr. O’Grady. 

Dr. Thornhill. 

Mr. E. F. Corballv. 
Mr. P. J. Dodd. 



Balrothery 

Union. 



For 

Against - 



Moved by Mr. Magrane, seconded by Mr. Tolan • 

Bussey, to meet this day week, atlo’ o'clock/^ ^ HyneS ’ Ma 8 ra " e - L 3™ h ’ “ d 
No. 2019, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ -Minutes, 29 January 1844 
Besolved P Tb 1B t°th “p** m< p. a PP r0 P nate accommodation be provided. ’ 



Letter from the Commissioners in reference to the foregoing. 

- S ; r ’ ■ T „ Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 10 February 1844 

<Signed) ’ A - M °° re ‘ Chirf «■ 

Lusk, Swords. 

No. 3438. 

I Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 12 February 1844. 

»tMmVanM e ^th°tbre^ 0 rf L ? Commis ? I io ” eri ! with regard to building a fever hospital, 

10 tain “S S ■ Ml P r, " est,mate - &‘™ d to-the committee appointed 

3+6/ elkct " le reaolut,on “ f thls B “‘' d =* ‘0 the erecting a central fever hospital / 

c 4 



tinted image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



Hanbiudgr 

Union. 



24 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 



BANBRIDGE UNION. 



No. 22583, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 11 December 1S43. 

Mr. John Fegan gives notice that he will on this day three weeks move, that a portion 
of the Banbridge Union Workhouse be appropriated for the reception and medical treat- 
ment of poor persons affected with fever or other dangerous contagious diseases, or some 
other house be rented for that purpose in another portion of the union, subject to such 
regulations as the Poor Law Commissioners shall direct. 



No. 22583, D/1843. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reference to the foregoing Notice of Motion. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 16 December 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Banbridge Union on the 11th instant, containing a notice of 
motion relative to the proposed appropriation of a portion of the workhouse of the Ban- 
bridge Union for the purpose of a fever hospital, or to the renting of a house in some other 
part of the union for that purpose. _ 

The Commissioners are most anxious to meet the views of the Board of Guradians in all 
cases where they can do so, consistently with safety, and the rules which they have found 
it necessary to lay down for their guidance. 

The Commissioners, however, are assured that the objections to the conversion of a part 
of the existing workhouse into a fever hospital, viz. the danger of spreading contagion 
among the inmates of the workhouse, and the risk of exciting popular prejudice against the 
workhouse relief, are of sufficient importance to warrant them in withholding their sanction 
from any arrangement by which it is contemplated that a portion of the existing workhouse 
accommodation should be appropriated as a fever hospital. 

The Commissioners, however, are quite alive to the. necessity which exists for providing 
suitable accommodation for the reception of fever patients in those unions, in which, as at 
Banbridge, no fever accommodation is at present available. 

With this view, the Commissioners have in other unions similarly circumstanced sanc- 
tioned the erection of an out-ward upon the workhouse site, at such distance from the 
present building as will prevent the danger and inconvenience attendant upon the appro- 
priation of a portion of the existing workhouse to the reception of those labouring under 
fever or other dangerous contagious disease. If the guardians consider it desirable to erect 
an out- ward for this purpose, under sections 35 and 36 of the Poor Relief Act, the Com- 
missioners will be glad to co-operate with the guardians in carrying out their wishes in the 
manner in which the Board of Guardians may consider most for their own interests. 

The Commissioners could furnish three sets of plans, which have been supplied to and 
adopted by other Boards, and if one of them were selected, the Commissioners would fur- 
nish the necessary specifications and working drawings, free of cost, and the guardians 
could then advertise for tenders for the execution of the work, under their own control and 
supervision ; and would probably borrow the money, to be paid off by three or five yearly 
instalments. 

it is obvious that, under this arrangement, the present staff of officers (with some addition 
to the salary of the medical attendant) would be sufficient for the management and super- 
vision of the department, with the addition of a good responsible paid nurse. The account 
of provisions supplied to the fever patients would all pass through the regular workhouse 
books ; and although under this arrangement parts of families might be admitted when m 
fever, and the strict rules applicable to the admission of inmates to other parts of the work- 
house might be dispensed with as regards this class of patients, no inconvenience would 
practically arise therefrom, inasmuch as the fever hospital would be a distinct building, 
apart from that to which the Commissioners feel it necessary for the public interest 0 
enforce the strict rules laid down for the guidance of all Boards of Guardians regarding 
admission for general relief. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Banbridge Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 110, D/44. 

Resolution of Guardians, 1 January 1844. 

Resolved, That while the Medical Charities Bill is pending, and a great portion of^he 
union workhouse at present unoccupied, that with every respect to the Comnussio » 
letter, the guardians are of opinion that a portion of the workhouse can with grea 
be appropriated for the reception and medical treatment of fever patients, wit a ^ ^ 
additional expense to the probationary ward, in the erection of an outside staire * , 
some other alterations necessary to prevent the spread of disease. 
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No. 110, D/1844. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reference to the above Resolution. 

instance they cannot, consistently with their duty, do ’so - fo^althondi the IWd nV? thB 
dians do not anticipate any danger of infection *h ft p,. ’ •* • U l0u ° l1 tbe P oaid of Guar- 
hary, and they do lot thilk that tty ^ 00 “- 

proposed, while there is even a possibility of danger to the frS 1 arrangement 

T ° ^bridi°uSon“ ardk ^ ' *5»*r Moore, Chief Clerk. 



BELFAST UNION. 



No. 18638, D/43. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 10 October 1843 

•iS^ the Board that 

lth d^^mspectii^^he^reatTnerea.e'ofle^eiAn^Bel^f ^t^^d^l? 31 °f Guardians 

mthe fever hospital for such cases. Belfast, and the want of accommodation 

of the workhouse fo^the^diisstonmf^ fever modt’rf 1 ’ 16 vr aI1 ? cat , e Ja IP ,tf 

through the instrumentality of fever hospitals has 4 providing for fever oases. 

Tie Board hope the present emergency ° i 0 ™” occa f°" a be “ f°™d adequate, 
ence on their pa rt. S y y prove so urgent as to require any interfer- 



No. 19692, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 24 October 1843. 

fofe“ :- P ° rlS 0f tl,e milster and other officers ™ and orders made thereon, as- 

•fcted i S r S rtS haTi ” S Sea ‘ * V6 0hildrci1 ’ lhe Anders ° ns - to the fever hospital, being 

«cc™f 0 d f retlSt^^ST" committee, requesting them to keep an 
division. P 111 thls case . *> ‘hat it may be charged on the Belfast electoral 



No. 20693, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 7 November 1843. 

for each ; and further that th PV oolli S that the sum of 5s ' each week will be charged 
hodation, there being l oo^more ii^the'hosnhaT th"^ “ OTe "“>.<=“« *» want of aeoom- 
Emitted. S more 1 the b° s P ltaI than the physicians consider can be safely 

No. 20720®, D/43. 

Letter from the Rev. Thomas Walker, Vicar of Belfast, to Mr. Gulson 
Sir, 

I HAW J- . , , , Belfast, 8 November 1843. 

of tbe fever hospital (as chairman of their last 
ment of the - communication with you, m order to lay before you a state- 

information the P oor in tl,is t°»»> <md to 

•nufScient. “ “ means t0 be pronded for their relief, this hospital being now 

34S. 1S m t!m establls hment suitable accommodation for about 200 fever patients, 

including 



BaNbridge 

Union. 



Belfast Union. 
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Belfast Union, including that afforded by a shed built within the last week, to meet the emergency of the 

__ case, ana which contains 60 beds. 

The number in hospital, at this date, is 330, and the applications for admission are 
becoming more numerous every day. A very painful alternative, therefore, presses upon 
the committee, either by admitting persons for whom there is no proper accommodation to 
endanger the lives of those already in the hospital, or by refusing admission to paupers in 
fever, to send them back to their wretched abodes to perish. 

It is the wish of the committee to be informed whether any, and what provision has 
been made by the Poor Law Amendment Act, for the relief and medical care of the poor 
when in fever, and what power is vested in the guardians of the union for this purpose ? ’ 

At present the guardians of this union refuse admission into the workhouse to paupers 
when in fever ; and if any of the inmates exhibit symptoms of fever, they are, on order of 
their medical attendant, immediately transmitted to this hospital (see enclosed copy of 
letter from the clerk of the Board of Guardians). _ 

From what is stated above, it is plain that this committee, however anxious to relieve 
the Board of Guardians, cannot admit patients, even with the promise of repayment of the 
expenses of' their support, when there is no room for them in the hospital ; nor can they, 
with the limited means at their disposal, extend their accommodation further, with the 
fact staring them in the face that next month their funds in hand will be exhausted, while 
no income can be reckoned on before the spring of next year. 

Under these circumstances, the committee desire particularly to press upon your atten- 
tion this question, whether, as the guardians object (and, perhaps, properly, having a 
regard to the health of the other inmates of the workhouse) to admit paupers in fever, it 
may not be in their power, under the terms of the Act specified, to come forward to the 
assistance of this committee, by supplying them with accommodation, as well as with 
funds, for the reception and relief of fever patients who belong to any of the electoral 
divisions of the union, and come under the description of persons to be supported in the 
workhouse ? 

The committee are most anxious to co-operate with the guardians of the union; but 
they feel convinced, that unless some means are speedily adopted beyond those in their 
power, for the effectual relief of the poor when in fever, the most fearful consequences will 
ensue. 

I am directed by the committee to state, that they deem the matter communicated 
above to be of such importance as to require immediate consideration, and beg the favour 
of an early reply. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Walker , Vicar of Belfast. 

As the committee meets on Saturday, an answer before then, if possible, would be 
desirable. 

To Edward Gulson, Esq. Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 



Sir, Belfast Union Workhouse, 30 October 1843. 

There were five children applied for admission to the workhouse on last Tuesday, and 
who had received an order from the Board for their admission, but on the medical attendant 
examining them, he discharged them; and on his order they were sent to the fever hospit , 
being affected with fever. ... 

I am directed to request that a separate account may be kept for them against the unum> m 
order that the hospital charge may be paid, should it be considered that they are or a 
class of cases which the Poor Law Relief Act Amendment authorizes payment to e 
made for. 



To A. E. Lamont, Esq. 
House Surgeon, & c. 



By order of the Board, . 

(signed) , William Boyce , Union Clerk. 



Letter of the Commissioners in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 10 Nov. 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt or vo ^ 
of the 8th instant, requesting information as to the means to be provided for anoi 1 g 
to the poor in Belfast, who are afflicted with fever ; and in reference thereto, 1 ?■“ 0 f 
that the guardians have the power, with the sanction of the Poor-Law Commissi 
providing fever accommodation upon the workhouse site, if they think right so o ' gons 
fever wards thus provided to be for the reception and accommodation ot a p r.^ 
afflicted with fever or other dangerous contagious disease, who may be resi auC [ 
Belfast Union, and who are otherwise unable to provide the necessary accornmo 
medical attendance during their illness. . • . „ 11V poor 

If such accommodation be provided, the guardians can then legally rec ^ rts 0 f 
persons labouring under fever, without those restrictions as to the admissio famili es. 
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families, which the Commissioners feel it necessai-v in , , 

inmates of the workhouse. ^ rce> ^ re g ai ’ds the admission of 

The guardians have no power to assist fh<» 

witli accommodation and with funds, for the reception an^iS^f by mppI J"5 thom 
different electoral divisions of the union, nor coufi'the CorrIJf '■ of fever patients from the 
seeding; but as the guardians have the power n wTT T ?“ Ctl0n SIoh a P'°- 

fever wards apart from the workhouse, brt on the workSffi shTl’t^ P 1 ! W ™JPS »“«>>• 
the workhouse as a due regard for the health of other inmate. * ’ ‘ S h a dlsbmce from 
Commissioners consider that the guardians have it S Hmi * 7 r“ der ? ecesai «y, the 

accommodation as will meet tire JSToffE nLiou. P ° Wer ° ProVld ' i Bu * fcrer 

The Rev. Thomas Walker, J, IlaV( v 

Vica-r of Belfast. (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 20720®, D/43. 



,0 the Board of Guards, losing Copies ofthe two foregoing Letters. 

I s» directed by the Poor Law ?® ce - D “ Mi "t 13 Nov. 1843. 

the Board of Guardians of the Belfast Union the ennllTT* t<5 ^°c’ t ^ ie “formation of 
they have received from the Rev. T. Walker relative' in ih C ° Pyo J a communication which 
tion in the Belfast Union, together of W accommoda- 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, , 1 am ’ & c - 

Belfast Union. (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 21022, D/43. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Sir, 

1 am directed by the Board of Guardians of BpMW T f V ? rkhause > November 1843. 
resolutions of this Board on this day the 14th ^ herewl ‘ h to enclose copy of 

modation required to meet the exilenrv firm, A*™*’ “ re . ferencc t0 the providing accom- 
present, and’to request the “ Balfaa ‘ 

suae, as set forth in said accompanying resolution. 1 *? * P r ;P"sed means of providing 
Sonera' early reply. P nylng and respectfully to beg the fcommis? 

To Arthur Mem 17 order of the Board, 

Chief Clerk, Poor Law Commission Office. WUli ™ %», U nion Clerk. 



No. 21022, D/43. 

Enclosure in foregoing Letter, 14 November 1843. 

Copy of Resolutions. 

?h d siateof «• *-* ” f **■ 
read this day, it has become expedient to make . fs^nf fi h<1 Commissl °ners of Poor Laws, 

£^n? fta ‘ f “ r 

Richard B. Blakeston Houston, 
ff »ry Halitfay, i a “™mittS to ™fir - ,5Kr- Patnck “ d Alexander- 

12 “.’clock to-morrow at tile fever hospital to coifi?' c °™ ttee ot t!ic ferer hospital at 
required to meet the exigency and Jbh i j > ' as t0 Lle extent of accommodation 
Stters is obtained, to direct tire erdehhn of Y ’ ™ - aS the c0,laeIlt of the Commis- 
rapible of affording the neces^^ aceLmn^r P ° rM7 . b °i d “ B ° n the '™rkhonse grounds, 
nn hospital, if such can bl °' to lure , a bmldi “g to be conyerted 

“nation. " be obtam£ ’ d °” “ore reasonable terms and in an eligible 

iheir sanction^and 1 ^immediate ^eply.^" ^ th ‘ S day ’ S posttothe Commissioners, requesting 
(signed) William Boyce, Union Clerk. 



No. 21022, D/43. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reply. 

bir, t> t 

.\*X directed by the Poor T™, P „ — Com i miss i° n 0ffice , Dublin, 15 Nov. 1843.' 

f the 14th instant 7 1 „!t„ • Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
on?hat » thG B ° ard / f BelS 

tv°rkho Use . anri ;; ra f ' 6 , e P r ° vidin g of fever accommodation in connexion with the 

3 4 6. se, and m reference thereto I am directed by the Commissioners to state that they 



Belfast Union. 
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will sanction the suggested arrangement if, when the committee report, the proposed plan 
appears to be in accordance with the law, and for the interests of the union. ^ 

The Commissioners think that in the end permanent accommodation will be more 
economical than temporary accommodation, considering the general prevalence of fever in 
Belfast and its vicinity. 

Whether the accommodation is permanent or temporary, it must be considered as a part 
of the workhouse, and be under the control and management of the Board of Guardians 
in the same way as the workhouse itself. All persons admitted must be registered in the 
union register, and all the provisions, medicines, &c. must be supplied from the workhouse 
stores, and pass through the provision accounts and other accounts, in the same manner as 
if the supplies were consumed in any other part of the workhouse, as stated in the Commis- 
sioners’ circular of the 25th September last. In addition to this, a separate account should 
be kept, so as to show the separate registry, and the separate expense of persons thus 
relieved when in fever. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Belfast Union. 



No. 21045, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 14 November 1843. 

That the committee appointed to meet and confer with the fever hospital committee, 
respecting the means of providing accommodation for persons affected with fever, be 
noticed of their appointment, and to meet at 12 o’clock to-morrow at the fever hospital. 



No. 21100, D/43. 

Minutes of Guardians’ Meeting, 16 November 1843. 

Special meeting, Board of Guardians, 1 6th November 1843.— Convened by order of 
John Cunningham, John F. Ferguson, and William M f Gee, Esqrs., guardians of the poor 
of the Belfast Union, to receive the report of the committee appointed to confer with the 
committee of the Belfast fever hospital, for the purpose of providing accommodation for 
fever patients, owing to the great increase of fever in Belfast and neighbourhood. 

Present : — John Cunningham, Esq. chairman, Alexander Henry Haliday, William M'Gee 
William Stevenson, Edward H. Clarke, and John F. Ferguson, Esqrs. 

The following reports from medical men were read ; viz. 

Sir, Belfast, 15 November 1843. 

Having been requested to state the nature of the disease at present so prevalent amongst 
the poor in Belfast, I have no hesitation in declaring it to be epidemic contagious fever. 
On this ground I have recommended the fever hospital committee to limit the number ot 
patients to one in each bed, viz. 222 ; and even this number of beds I consider more than 
our wards can properly accommodate. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) James Seaton Read, m.d. 

Physician to the Fever Hospital. 

The present fever is mild, but more than usually prevalent ; the prevalence is owing to 
its contagious nature and the tendency to relapse ; the epidemic may be considere 0 
a mild form of typhus fever, attended with little danger, unless when the d^order is c 
plicated with either chest or abdominal affections, and that, unless soon remedied, 1 is p 
to become rapidly worse. It may be expected, however, in a short time, that the tevei w 
be less prevalent. __ . 

(signed) William Maher, m. d. 



No. 21100, D/43. 

Copy Letter from Mr. Lamont, forwarded with the foregoing Minutes. 

Sir, Belfast Hospital, 16 November 18«.^ 

I have been directed by the committee to forward to you, for the informa oa tten j_ 
Board of Guardians, the accompanying certificates from the physicians at presen 
ing the fever hospital, with regard to the prevailing epidemic ; and also to state, ® , t ^ e 

that the number of patients at present in the house (348) is, as far as can be ascei £ o ’ mer 
highest number which the hospital contained at any particular time durn g .j em j c 
epidemics. I observe, in referring to the report of the hospital respecting t ie P . ^ 
fever of 1817, when the present hospital was erected, that the highest nu ^ were 
appears to have been 216, although at that time, I understand, many of the P ^ave 

lying on beds placed on the landing places ; since then two severe epidemic ra ged 
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raged in Belfast, one during the years 1836 anti 1837, when the greatest number was 268 
which included those m the Board of Health Hospital, at the old barracks which was’ 

° pen i d m ?ed e , „ e ™nn” s b 0SJ> ‘ ta ! W v1 “’y =18 patients occupied it, and the iumber then 
was limited to - 00 , as being the highest number this building could then, with justice to 
the patients accommodate; and again m February 1840, the greatest nimber was 218 
when a Board of Health was a second tune established. & ' 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians. (signed) ’ A. E. Lamont, 

House Surgeon. 

In order to afford additional accommodation for fever cases; That the aired in the grave- 
yard hitherto used as a fever ward, be appropriated for the reception of female patients 
.fleeted will, fever; and that the two sheds in the adjoining yard be tiled and fitted un 
in a similar manner, with as little delay as possible, id the reception of male cases an§ 
“ImeTone aPP ‘° ^ ^er hospital committee be authorized to 

That an advertisement he inserted in one of the Belfast newspapers, inviting tenders to 
contract for fitting up the two sheds in the stone-breaking yard in tEe same mafner as that 
already in the bunal-gronnd yard ; tenders to be lodged with the clerk on Saturday 1 st 
10 o clock, a. m. That a boiler be procured from the Messrs. Pattersons, to contai/about 
for fame ’ ‘ tIlree '4 uaiter ,nch brass cocl . and that two metal grates be procured 

That the house carpenters be set to work forthwith to provide the number of bedsteads 
necessary for furnishing the sheds intended for fever patients. 

.received from the Poor law Commissioners, in reply to that from the Board of 
the 14th instant, relative to the providing of fever accommodation in connexion with the 
workhouse, and stating that the Commissioners will sanction the suggested arrangements 
Itterert of Te”"'' repM > prOp0S ? d P>“ be in accordance Sfth the lawfaTd S 
...Mtell 1 " ; m gm " s as thelr °P nion tllat a permanent accommodation 
he urtbd.?' ° ieec f nomlc ?' than!lt e m P 0 reryon6, but tllat whatever accommodation may 
manaTment * ** cons,dered aB P art of Ule workhouse, and under the same control and 

An! giving further directions as to the registry and expenses of such fever patients. 

jieeistant medical officer be engaged, under the control of the present medical 
attendant, to attend this portion of the establishment, with as many hireci nurses as the 
number ox cases may render necessary. 

That a letter be written to the Poor Law Commissioners, stating that the report of the 
committee appointed to confer with the fever hospital committee has been received and 
hom the present prevalence of fever, the Board have directed that the two sheds in the 
^tone-breaking yard should be fitted up with as little delay as possible for the reception 

tn , eVe p, Ca T> a f d t iat the Boaid do 110t contemplate the present required accommodation 
to be other than temporary. 

The Belfast Fever Hospital hitherto having been found adequate to the wants of this 
wcanty, except m rare occasions of emergency, such as the present, and to request the 
commissioners to sanction the proposed arrangement. 

(signed) Wm. Boyce, Union Clerk. 



No. 21099, D/43. 



Letter from the Clerk to Guardians. 

T , , , - „ - Workhouse, 16 November 1843. 

1 a m directed by the Board of Guardians of Belfast Union to inform you that they, at 
reS!? 1 “ eetin S he M in tlie Board-room, workhouse, this day, the 16th instant, having 
eceiyed and considered the report of the committee appointed to confer with the committee 
SJr.® *? vei , h ? s P ltal » dn-ected that, subject to the approbation of the Commissioners, the 
7? 111 “ le burial-ground, heretofore used as a fever ward, he appropriated for the reception 
f °, r wll0m the fever hos P ital in Belfast affords no more accommodation : 
i tW ° shed .® t j le ad joming yard be tiled and fitted up in a similar manner, with 
smile delay as possible, for the reception of male cases. 

f an MMStaat medical officer be engaged, under control of the present medical atten- 
t0 attend th is portion of the establishment, with as many hired nurses as the number 
i eases received may render necessary. 

reJ f i?° a u d -! 1 r Ve fixed 0n this situation as capable of being completely insulated from the 
in f / “d dmg, and as they contemplate only a temporary provision, the fever hospital 
exrp t ’ (a \ hltheil ° supported) having been found adequate to the wants of this locality, 
cep t m such rare seasous of emergency as the present, 1 am to request the sanction of the 
ommissionera to the proposed arrangement. 

By order of the Board, 

rp . , (signed) Wm. Bcntce, 

To Arthur Moore, Esq. Chief Clerk, XTnior. Clerk, 

•roor Law Commission Office, Dublin. 

246- D o 



Belfast Union. 
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No. 21099, D/43. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reply to the foregoino-. 

Ip ^ Poor Law « T 

ofthe lGth instant, reporting the proposed temporary arrangelents for ™ w 10 "' letter 
modation in connexion with the.workhouse of the Belfast ufion for persons afflS 
fever, and I am to express the approval of the Commissioners of 

I am, &c. 

To tlie Clerk to the Guardians, I'sip-nprh 4 iw ™ ■ , 

Belfast Union. l S ^ 0 A ' Mom > ci “ef Clerk. 



No. 21455. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 21 November 1843. 

. That the letter from the fever hospital committee respecting the admission of f.™ 
mto the workhouses, and the numbers for which accommodation can be provided be ha'nd h 
to the Board committee who are requested to arrange in reference to saL. b h dei 
lnat an assistant medical attendant be employed to take rhavo-p nf + 
wards at the workhouse. P 7 Chaige of the temporary fever 

That the assistant medical attendant be paid at the rate of 70 1. a year for attends,-,™ a 
compounding medicine, for so long as his services may be required * attendance and 
lnat an advertisement be inserted in the Whip- and ninvxr.i«i* r, 
attendant, to take charge of the fever “w^s^tfe wfcat Sary'a^erftf 
a year for so long as his services may be required: appointment to takJnhee ™ Th T°* 
at 11 o’clock, when candidates are requested to be in attendance 
infer, me “ WW “““ Wear b ‘ he “-*7. 

iMdiwl^tren^l^t^ ^ "* »* *» - * 

That a letter be wnttento the committee of the fever hospital informing them that the 
Boai d hope to be ready to receive patients into the workhouse in tile end of the week * Li 
to request they would recommend proper nurses to the Board, and direct that such as’thev 
do recommend to attend at the workhouse on Thursday, Jhe 2 3d £ta?'t II Sfcg 



No. 21551. 

Minutes of Special Meeting of Board of Guardians, 23 November 1843. 

Owkf Wflli W m am G J Jol “ 3 ““i esc l' chairman, Samuel Greame Fenton, Edward H. 
ThhJfOI? T Ma ^ e ’ Nelson ’ WiIliam Stevenson, John Knox, Robert M'Connell, 

Hem y r M ' m a, John Clark, Joseph Bigger, William Cairns, JohnF. 
Feiguson, Robert Lepper, John Wight, nan, and Part Maeauly, esqrs. 

Tueebno. of il, lavln g 1 directed, at their meeting on Tuesday, the 21 st instant, that a special 
t, « ^rdians be summoned for this day, for the purpose of appointing a medical 

washerwomeiffm sSer/artmenff ““ Workh °" se - and W iat “™“ aad 

C °? y ° f the su “ mons and resolution of the Board for convening the 
whe« Tlnf^ the adve , rt ' sement in the Whig paper of a medical assistant being wanted, 
assistant from 1 P roceeded to examine and read, applications for the office of medical 



Dr. J oseph Bryson, surgeon. 

Dr. E. Damian, 

Dr. J. Aikin, __ 

Dr. T. S. Reid, 

Dr. R. W. Cooke, — 



Dr. James Moore, surgeon. 
Dr- Wm. Mattier, — 

Dr. A. Gardan, — 

Dr. R. F. Dill, — 



On a poU being token, there was for J. Aikin, five votes ; J. S. Reid, four votes; 
It. W Cooke two votes ; James Moore, one vote ; R. F. Dill, oni vote. 

.I 1 "? 4 a majority ot votes of the guardians present, a second poll was taken; 

J . S. Reid, five votes ; R. F. Dill, two votes. 

Clone ot the candidates having a majority of the votes of the guardians present, a third 
poll was taken, when there was for J. Aikin, eight votes ; J. S. Reid, five votes. In all, 13 
votes, bemg the number of guardians present at the time. 

Surgeon 
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at the rate of 70 l. a year, for so long as he may be renoired »h WmUl0U5e > salaI y 
office office forthwith, as there have been alLdy admitted six Sa of to 

Mn’A^khi^^appointm^n^as^assist^iSm/d^cal^attendai^^aiarv^at 8 !]! 1 ^ f «*“ 
fiT for - l0 " g - hu -y 

h ,t« ba »*— to 

persons allected w.th fever be admitted into the temporary fever warts atfte tha I i 10 more 

„ f r sx u ,= t tt the »»— 

ssn^yisE^ 4 to ,he w,i0 " at « * fte 
SiTirMfch tadliJt TaStf’ ldi ;r ha V etS ’ *■ ■££? ’4E 

rnster was obliged to receive, and who were placed in ^ 

£3Z&Z£SS£? yesterday ’ «* *■ I— ftom this Board, of the 
Jont'™' orifr *J££& “J° w r ki ‘ 0me fe ™' ™*b 

tfd meaitl‘tofe b rBX“° n be S “‘ 10 the fever ,WS P ital ’ a ” d to «<* of the dis- 
ks Jsteads^as SgS&ggS ^ 40 ™ b "“«* <* 

™ in *■ *»"-. at «» - fe of 

That Anne Murray be appointed assistant head nurse at the rite of 0 „ - 7 7 

Surgeon°AiMn. Pei t0 «** °* ^ duties whe * » by the meVc d £3% 

? a ‘ “ a ';?” et Arm f 11 : °"S mt er o" h ” Mob, as fever-war d nurse, forthwith. 

Sirs ? &£rat“ 
potatok - “ a *«■&** “ 

lJwSk BeIla Davia °“ be a PP ointed 28 washer-woman to the fever wards, at the rate of 
pmons rppohrteT™°^™eiromei b L f pIid a' weeldj sah™ ff atTto th sLr Ah t° U fV' ; ‘ d “?* 

r°" BSt TP* if “* «•» »B P« d > and 

That a copy of the following instructions he furnished to Dr. Coffey and Dr Aikin vis • 
Bhall have the entire medical charge of all patients in 

assistant shall visit twice daily' .7 "r” 1 ‘ 16 medical officer of this house. The 
*» the medical urgent cases may require it. He shall hand 

Patients under his charue which r™ ? • , \ M , 0Ilday >. a report of the number and state of 
such remarks i c7S!Z ? T 1B 0 be t ™smtted to the Board of Guardians, with 
Shall do not less than tww a T y r dg nV“m S f r3 '’ sfter ,isitil, S ‘he fever sheds, which he 
who belong to This Ln^shaTfh' T , he dlscha >F s from tha sheds of convalescents 
^"gingto the Lnse “’l,o n , S “ bjCOt t th ° Vet ° of Dr ' Colia y- Convalescents not 
^t with as provisional cases, *““• 

'Wgelfb^tlm C M 8 tot°m“^ l Sffi^ Cl ‘‘ Ilged t0 ‘ heir ° m houses ’ sba “ a ‘ once be d “- 

346. (signed) Wh. Boyce , Union Clerk. 

d 4 
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COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 



No. 21509. 

Letter from Clerk to the uardians. 

Sir Belfast Union Workhouse, 23 November 1843 . 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, to inform you that Surgeon 
John Aikin has been appointed to the office of assistant medical attendant for the fever 
wards, workhouse, salary at the rate of 70 Z. a year for so long as his services mavbe 
required ; and I am to request the Poor Law Commissioners’ approval to the above tem- 
porary appointment. 

By order of the Board, 

To Arthur Moore, Esq. Chief Clerk, (signed) Wm. Boyce, Union Clerk. 

Poor Law Commission Office. 



No. 21834. 

Letter from Mr. Senior, enclosing Resolution of the Board of Guardians, and reporting 
on the foregoing Letter. 

Gentlemen, Larne, 28 November 1843. 

I have to report to you that, under the pressing emergency of the case (the fever hos- 
pital, and the temporary sheds used by the guardians both being full), I assumed the 
responsibility of assuring the guardians that you would sanction the enclosed resolution, 
whereby additional accommodation will be provided for at least 40 patients. 

As regards the salary of the medical officer, Mr. John Aikin, who possesses a legal qua- 
lification, it is to be observed that he is required to attend at the workhouse at least twice a 
day, that lie now has 30 patients under his care, and that this number will, in all proba- 
bility, be largely increased. The resolution appointing a paid washerwoman was made on 
the following grounds : it was obviously unsafe that the linen of the fever patients should 
be washed with the house linen, or enter the house ; and it was not considered advisable 
that the person so engaged should communicate with the paupers in the body of the house. 
All the exterior accommodation of the house being full, the person engaged could not sleep 
at the sheds, and it was therefore thought safest to pay a temporary person for that pur- 
pose, who should not sleep on the premises. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Edward Senior, 

Assistant Commissioner. 



Enclosures in foregoing Report. 

No. 21859. 

I. — Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

g; r Workhouse, 28 November 1843. 

Herewith I beg to hand you copy of a resolution of the Board of Guardians, Belfast 
Union, at their meeting this day, in reference to the appropriating the new building intended 
as a nursery at the workhouse for the reception of fever patients, the present accommoda- 
tion in the temporary fever wards being insufficient, and from the Belfast Fever nospita 
being now closed, the numbers being so great in hospital as to exceed their accommoda on.. 

I am to request the Commissioners’ sanction to the setting apart that building accor 
ingly. 

By order of the Board, 

To Arthur Moore, Esq. Chief Clerk, (signed) Wm. Boyce, Union Clerk. 

Poor Law Commission Office. 



II, — Resolution of Board of Guardians. 

Belfast Union, 28 November 1843. 

. Resolved, That permission be asked from the Poor Law Commissioners 1 to > use the ne^ 
building, intended as a nursery, for receiving fever patients, and that a pai 0 y • 
barricaded off the female ward yard, in front of said building, to prevent ®? , „i 50 

tion with the inmates, and that a part of the grounds in the outside of same bui 1 g 
enclosed, and that a privy he built. 

The medical officers report that there is no danger to apprehend to the inmates 
above proposed precautions in using the nursery building for fever wards. 

The guardians find it necessary to provide more extensive accommodation t _an ^ 
already found, from the fact that the Belfast Fever Hospital has been clos , => 

and cannot at present offer any accommodation. 
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No. 21551. 

teTEB ‘° the Bo “' d of ' Guardians in reference to the above Minutes of 23d November. 

„ &r ’ . „ . . Poor Law C <>™ssion Offlee, Dublin, 1 December 1843. 

JloariTf “? " ri d r a,i ° t U mi " Ut f ° f Ptoceedings of 

vened for tile purpose of appointing a medical attendant fo/fhe °? tlle . 2 ? d . ultlm0 . con- 
with the workhouse of the Belfast Union and nw W t'l h * hos P ltal > ln connexion 
with; and have directed me to ^ exmess their at, f le I " ra “goments connected tlrere- 
posed and also of the appointment of the foIIowFng officers fa tttfaer 3 s”™? S°r' 

M ,ions; a„d y Bella Davison as ^1“ t 3ft <* 

T ° “ ,e SsS. U “ di “ 8 ' <*-> Chief Clerk. 



Letter to the Guardians in reply to the above Letter of 28th November. 

t rt Po ° r Law Commission Office, Dublin, 1 December 1843 

The Pool Law Commissioners have had before them your letter of the ooth nlfi,i*m 
enclosing a resolution of the Board of Guardians nf *).» ™ “ 8t • t l0 ’ 

upon the guardiantthJntesFity (d^n^mmed^Fa^eonsi^CTation oiF^timpttanttrb^et^ 6 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (si<nied\ ra5 r<K‘ rn i 

Belfast Union. ^signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Belfast Union 



Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

I AM* directed by the Board of Guardians of Belfast ^^^“pomtavv 
&muaarasioEiei s wi bether 'the expense of the fever patients (not pauper inmates in the house) 
he ds ° f - tho ' vol ; kI ‘°" se be charged to the 1 union at large, or to the 
SlSge ° f ' e “ m0n Wh,C ' ‘ ley may Won 6'- Yoar re P>y cariy convenience 
By order of the Board, 



To Arthur Moore, Esq. Chief Clerk, 
Poor Law Commission Office. 



Wm. Boyce, 

Union Clerk. 



Letter from the Commissioners in reply. 

I « directed h„ „ p Law Commission Offlee, Dublin, 24 November 1843. 

of tht 23 H f b 7 ‘ P ° OT L °,' V Commissioners *° acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
.‘iwi o ’ niquinng whether fever patients (not pauper inmate! in the houS 
ft. ll r ,* V 1 . e . wa ™ s of the workhouse should be charged to the union at lams or to 
^"TbTle^ 011 , tk 7 may “ d » ifc I “> toFrefer you° to S£ 

•Guch mm™, t 1 ? st ' , m whlch » »mted that the “ maintenance and relief 

■ »»tkhou P sed’ “ b Ch “ rS:ed m 4e S “ me maimer as lf the rclief were aff “ rd «> m the 

I — 

I The ^Belfast uLn Uardi “' S ’ (Sig “^’ ^ *«". «**■ 

No. 21932. “ 

1 Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 28 November 1843. 

foHows ,^ P ° rts of the ma ster and other officers were read, and orders made thereon, as 

Master reports, in consequence of the increase of fever patients, “ an additional nurse was 
E required 
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required "by Dr. Aickin, when I recommended Margaret Kelly, a pauper, who was discharged 
and commenced her duties on the 25th instant.” 

The third fever shed will be ready for the reception of patients to-morrow morning. 

The following letters from the Poor Law Commissioners and others were read by the 
clerk, and directions given to answer them respectively, to the following effect (or orders 
made on them respectively, as follows) : — 

Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, in reply to a letter of the 23d from the Board 
in reference to the manner of charging fever patients (not pauper inmates) on the electoral 
divisions, referring the guardians to their circular of the 25th September 1843, and statino- 
that the maintenance and relief of such persons should be charged in the same manner as if 
the Telief was afforded in the workhouse. 

Letter from Mr. Lamont, house surgeon, fever hospital, accompanying weekly return of 
the number admitted, &c., and remaining in hospital, as also a copy of a resolution from 
Belfast Fever Hospital committee. 

Eliza Miller be admitted to be employed as a nurse to the fever wards, in the same 
manner as the other inmates of the house. 



Si r Belfast Fever Hospital, 25 November 1843. 

Along with the weekly report of the state of fever in this hospital, I am directed by the 
committee to forward you a copy of the following resolution. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) A. JE. Lamont, House Surgeon. 

Resolved, That this committee instruct their medical officer, resident, not to admit fever 
patients, until the numbers in hospital be reduced to 250 ; and that at no time in future 
shall that number be exceeded. 

For the Board of Guardians. 



Report of the Belfast Fever Hospital, for the Week ending Saturday 25th November 1843. 



Remaining in Hospital 
18 November 1843. 


Admitted since. 


Discharged. 


Died. 


Males. | 


Females. 1 


Total. 


Males. 1 


Females. ! 


Total. 


Males, j 


JFeniales. 


Total. j 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


146 


199 


345 


43 


47 


90 


38 


40 


78 1 


1 


7 


1 8 



Remaining in Hospital 25tli November 1843. 

Males 150 

Females - -- -- -- -- 199 



Total ----- 349 



349 patients ; accommodation, 222 beds. 

Resolved, That permission be asked from the Poor Law Commissioners to use the new 
building intended as a nursery for receiving fever patients, and that a part of the yard be 
barricaded off the female ward yard in front of said building, to prevent any communication 
with the inmates ; and that a part of the grounds in the outside of same building be a o 
enclosed, that a privy be built. . „ 

The medical officers report that there is no danger to apprehend to the inmates om 
the above proposed precautions in using the nursery building for fever wards. The |> uar ' 
dians find it necessary to provide more extensive accommodation than that already loun 
from the fact that the Belfast Fever Hospital has been closed, being full, and canno a 
present afford any accommodation. M . 

[See copies of the above resolutions accompanying Mr. Senior’s report of 28 JNovem 
1843, ante.~\ . ,, 

That the division to which fever patients are charged on their admission into 
workhouse be ' entered in red ink in the register, in consequence of the difficulty 
guardians have to contend with in these cases, and that all fever admissions s ia 
subject to a revision and examination of the patients before they be discharged, m or 
finally to fix the division to which they ought to belong. . j a 

That in all cases where there is not sufficient evidence as to residence, they be cnatg 
the union at large. . j 

That Mr. Halliday and Dr. M £ Gee be a committee of the Board to revise ^ ^ 
examine the fever patients, previous to their being discharged, so as to ascertain an 
the division to which they shall be chargeable. . , 

That the district medical attendants be requested to state in their tickets oi a 
if the fever patients whom they send in have or have not been resident 12 m0 ^ e jf ast 
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Belfast of the last 18 months, and that all cases admitted with™*- , 

C to'ged .0 the union T til Snally decided by tepoS ie 

That except™ urgent cas^none of the 6 d 

£yrr d i then SUbj6Ct t0 " PermiSS1 ° n fr ° m Doctor ^ickin, medical attendant of 



Report of Fever Wards, November 25 th, 1843. 

Cases admitted since the 23d : males 5 ; females 14; remaining in the fever wards 19. 
Medicine wanted for Fever Wards. 



3 bottles castor oil. 

3 1 lbs. Epsom salts. 

3J lbs. cream of tartar. 

1 lb. senna leaves. 

1 quart spirits of turpentine. 

2 oz. calomel. 

4 oz. powdered jalap. 

2 oz. leamrius. 

1 doz. emp. purif. 

I lb. blistering plaster. 

8 oz powdered ginger. 

1 lb. gentian root. 

2 oz. mercury with chalk. 

2 oz. Dover’s powder. 

4 p. rhubarb. 



2 J- lbs. acetic acid. 

1 lb. carb. of ammoniac. 

2 lbs. gum arabic. 

4 lbs. prep, chalk. 

16 oz. laudanum. 

3 lbs. molasses. 

£ lb. spirits of nitre. 

12 leeches. 

2 lbs. tartaric acid. 

2 lbs. carb. soda. 

1 qt. spirits. 

1 lb. honey. 

4 oz. ben borax. 

h oz. powdered opium. 
An enema syringe. 



A machine is wanting to bring the patients into hospital. 1 think that a hand-cart, htted 
up with springs and covered over, would he used with much less labour than a chair, and 
less expense than any other mode of conveyance. The sheds are neither air nor water 
tight; neither the roofs or sides are secure, and the bedding has been much wet in 
consequence. 

(signed) John Aickin , Medical Attendant. 

Thirty-one patients in the hospital, or fever sheds, 27 November 1843. 



No. 21932. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 11 December 1843. 

Referring to a resolution contained in minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians 
of the Belfast Union, on the 28th ultimo, that the division to which fever patients are 
charged on their admission into the workhouse be entered in red ink, and that all fever 
admissions be subject to revision and examination before they are discharged, in order 
finally to fix the divisions to which they ought to belong, I am directed by the Poor Law 
Commissioners to state that they would recommend the guardians to provide a duplicate 
copy of the register book for the use of the master, in which he shall enter only the 
patients admitted to the fever wards ; when their allocation is decided upon by the 
guardians, the master can make the entry in the regular register hook ; and in order to 
enable the master to keep die relief list correctly, and the maintenance account in the 
ledger according to such relief list, it will be absolutely necessary for the guardians each 
week to decide upon the allocation of all paupers admitted up to that day. 

I am, &c. 

lo the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Belfast Union. 



No. 22365. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 5 December 1843. 

The reports of the master and other officers were read, and orders made thereon as 
follows : — 

Master reports, in consequence of the increase of fever patients, “ I have found it necessary 
employ another washerwoman : Mary Millikin, a pauper, was discharged on the 1st instant 
and entered on her duties as such ; I respectfully request she may be continued. The con- 
a • iA nne Murray was such that I informed her it would be my duty to report it to 
>'• Aickin, with the intention of recommending her discharge, upon which she left the 
ouse. The doctor expressed himself satisfied that she had done so, as her duties had not 
een performed as he expected. Eliza Clark, a nurse known to Dr. Aickin, replaced Anne 
urray. On Sunday Dr. Aickin requested me to see nurse Dangan out of the house, for 
eatmg great discontent among the patients, and grossly neglecting her duty. Margaret 
VV aney replaced the above. Dr. Aickin considering her qualified. The doctor having applied 
or two additional nurses, I recommended Anne Jane Connally, a pauper, for one; the other 
3 4 b * E 2 was 



Belfast Union. 
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was highly recommended by Dr. Coffey, as being an excellent nurse. They were both 
proved of by Dr. Aickin. Anne Jane Connally entered on her duties the -Vl »r>rl <5 
M‘Bride the 4th instant. " ’ a barah 

Total number of nurses - - - - _ 6 

Washerwomen ----- - _ 2 



Workhouse Fever Wards Report, for the Week ending 2d December 1843 
Under cure on the 25th ultimo - - - - _ - 1 19 

Admitted since - - - - - - - - - 50 



Total - 




Discharged -------- 

Died --------- 

Remaining in hospital ------ 

Total - 



William Rea, admitted in a very weak state, and suffering under the effects of irreducible 
hernia, died about 48 hours after admission ; his age was 64. 

Since Saturday, nine were admitted ; on Sunday, one of whom was so weak and ex- 
hausted when brought in, that he only lived a few hours. Another woman, aged 69, 
admitted under similar circumstances, lies dangerously ill. 

Correct. 

(signed) John Aickin, Surgeon of Fever Wards. 

Robert Coffey, Ditto of the House, Belfast. 



Sir, Belfast, November 1843. 

The undersigned district medical attendants of the Belfast poor, in connexion with the 
fever hospital, beg to acknowledge the receipt of copies of a resolution stated to have 
been passed at a recent meeting of the Board of Guardians of this union, and to which your 
name is attached as union clerk. 

With that part of the resolution which refers to the duties of the assistant medical 
attendants the undersigned do not concur themselves; but they beg to acquaint you, for 
the information of the Board, that they decline giving orders for the admission of patients 
to the workhouse fever wards, subject to the approval or countersignature of any medical 
officer whatever. 

To Mr. William Boyce, Union Clerk. 

N.B . — Two other district medical attendants expressed their determination not to act 
(in accordance with our resolution), but withheld their names. 



William Moffat, m.d. - 


- No. 2, Division A. 


John Woods Beck, m.d. 


3, „ A. 


R. T. Dill, m.d. - 


2, „ A. 


James Moore, m.d. 


3, „ B. 


William Matin, m.d. 
Alexander Gordon, m.d. 


1, „ B. 


A. G. Malcamson, m.d. 


2, „ B. 



Samuel Braeun, surgeon, Royal Navy. 



Charles D. Purdon, m.d. - No. 1, Division A. 



Thomas Thompson, m.d. 


3, 


„ B. 


Arthur Donnelly, m.d. 


5, 


„ A. 


Alexander Harkin, m.r.c.s.l. 


4, 


„ B - 


J. F. Kidley, m.d. 


1, 


„ A. 


H. Stewart, m.d. 


4, 


„ A. 


John Clark, m.d. 


6, 


„ B. 


R. W. Coake, m.d. s.r.c.s. 


5, 


„ A. 



Considering any countercheck derogatory to the profession, specially when devoting them- 
selves to the public weal gratuitously. 

(signed) R. W. Coake. 



Gentlemen, Belfast Union Workhouse, 5 December 1843. 

The Board of Guardians of the Belfast Union beg to refer your committee to the com- 
munication from the medical district attendants enclosed, (Nos. 1 and 2, also their answer to 
No. 1,) which have reached this Board, relative to their resolution of the 23d ult., for regu- 
lating the admission of patients into the fever wards of this workhouse ; “ and as, to 
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use Dr- Becks own words, “ these gentlemen are vonr anrl nnt , ,, . 

through you to disclaim having any object in view It forwm-ding those SaonToftJ B “ JMM UsI0K ’ 

than to regu ate the number of patients m proportion to the accommodation ’ 

As we wish to avoid any hardship or inconvenience being inflicted on the humbler classes 
of our countrymen, we shall arrange that a statement shalfbe sent each dly tovour tolS 
surgeon, specifying the number of male adults, female adults, and of young who caS £ 

accommodated, and the district medical attendants can receiv ’ /our We sTOeon 

the necessary orders for admission, instead of applying at Dr. Aickin's, as Lutofee ® 

To tile Committee (signed) Richard B. Blakiston Haveston, 

of the Fever Hospital, Belfast. Chairman of the Board of Guardians. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 12 December 1843. 

F.ev.er hospital committee report received as follows : 

^ sroaT °f the Fever Hospital for the Week ending 9 December 1843. 

Remaining 

2d December. Admitted. Discharged. Died. Remaining 

— * 9th December. 

Male. Female. Total. M v -ivini xr _ _ 

TotaL M - F. Total. M. F. Total. M. F. Total. 

Ill 175 286 — _ _ ,c> j» a, 

________________ 39 | 52 91 — 3 3 72 120 192 

(signed) A. E. Lamont, House Surgeon. 

Jfl e fflfetteno1lL dayaSaembled Ilave ***** “> •*»* ^er patients henceforth as 

wfctver’ SspM Tel toThlllfthal ???> T lhouBe “ nlil «*= 

Lamont, the house surgeon, fever hospital. Py ° f thlS resolutlon be furnished to Mr. 



Belfast Workhouse Fever Wards. 

Report on Week ending 9 December 1843. 
Under care the 2d instant _ 

Admitted _ 



Discharged 
Died - 



®otaTw d h1n t tdrrS OCO ” red ^ th0Se ““^d in last week’s report, and were 

fever Jbut senfmlwif 1 been adm ? tted w ! th their mothers, some of whom had not 

and children Tt L of accommodation, which has hazarded the lives of both mothers 

% are scTili iUg t 1° ^ ? childre “ at the b “hen 

selves : the mothpvc : ^ ently m a state of delirium, that they cannot take care of them- 
Ghildren un,WfI deprived of rest, and often let their children fall out of bed 

wen under four years are not admissible into the fever hospital. 

(signed) John Aicltin, Surgeon of Fever Wards. 

12 December 1843.-103 patients in tile fever wards this day. 
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Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Sir, Belfast Union Workhouse, 13 December 1843 

In reply to your letter, No. 21932. D. of 11th instant, in reference to the Commis 
sioners recommending a duplicate register to be provided for entering the names of patients 
admitted into the fever wards, I am directed by the guardians to inform the Poor La 
Commissioners that the divisions to which all persons admitted in fever or otherwise should 
be charged on has been finally fixed and regularly entered in the register ; and as the 
fever hospital is again open for the reception of fever patients, the Board will not find it 
now necessary to have a duplicate register, as recommended by the Commissioners. 



To Arthur Moore, Esq. 

Chief Clerk, Poor Law Commission. 



By order of the Board, 

(signed) William Boyce, Union Clerk. 



No. 23147. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 19 December 1843. 

The reports of the master and other officers were read, and orders made thereon as 
follows : 

Medical attendant, fever wards, workhouse, states that in all likelihood the sheds will 
again be occupied with fever cases, and requests that one of them may be immediately 
examined, and the roof repaired. 

The following letters from the Poor Law Commissioners and others, were read by the 
clerk: — 

Letter from fever hospital committee, accompanying a return of the number admitted 
and discharged and remaining in hospital on Saturday the 16th instant. Also a resolution 
of committee stating that 215 is the number can be accommodated in hospital, and that 
when they on a former occasion mentioned 250, they had to deprive the resident medical 
attendant of his apartments, and also over-crowded the wards to meet the emergency ; but 
since they have been compelled to restore the attendant his room, he having been seized 
with fever, and giving the number of beds at present to be 215, and consider that number 
the proper limit for admission into the Belfast Fever Hospital. 

That Mr. M'Cance be requested to give the necessary directions for having a door of 
communication made in the double-roofed shed, to enable the nurse during the night to 
visit the patients. 

In reference to the letter and resolution of the Belfast Fever Hospital committee, — 

Resolved, That as a large number of the fever cases now arising still assume a very mild 
form, the Board of Guardians think no risk, or even any inconvenience, can arise from two 
young persons, or parent and child, being placed in the same bed, should such a step be 
required from the disease continuing to spread. 

That as in February 1840, and prior to the building of the additional shed, 218 patients 
were accommodated in the fever hospital, this Board still think the minimum number of 
250 fever cases should appear to be in the fever hospital before patients be admitted into 
the workhouse fever sheds or wards. 

That a copy of the above resolution be forwarded to the fever hospital committee. 



Report of the Fever Hospital for the week ending 16 December 1843. 



Hospital. 


Remaining 
9th December. 


Admitted. 


Discharged. 


Died. 


R 

16: 


email 

Dec. 


aing 

1843. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


Total. 


M. 


F. | 


Total 


Fever 

Medical & 3ur-\ 
gical - - J 


| 72 


120 


102 


42 


43 


85 


38 


31 


G9 


1 


2 


3 


83 

n 

10 


122 

10 


205 

20 


10 


10 1 


20 j 


3 


6 


9 


1 


1 2 ' 


3 ! 


- 


j 


- 



(signed) A. E. Lamont, House Surgeon, Fever Hospital. 



Belfast 
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Belfast Union Workhouse. -Fever War* Report for the Week ending 16 December 1843. Belfast U™* 

Under cure the 9th instant - - _ - 106 — 

Admitted from the workhouse 4 

tv- , , HO 

Discharged — - — - _ _ •oq 

Died 3 

Remaining in hospital - , _ _ - 81 



Died, December 11th, Rawley Hannah. This man was admitted in u state of great 
debility, caused apparently from the want of sustenance, being in abject poverty 
December 14th John McQuillan. He was admitted as a case of fever, but shortly after 
his admission small-pox appeared, which soon assumed the complaint, from the effects of 
■which he died on the tenth day of his illness. 

December 15th, John M'Comb. This man was very intemperate, but would probably 
have recovered had not delirium tremens intervened, which caused his death. Most of the 
severe dangerous cases of typhus are now convalescing, and most of the cases of the other 
fever arc generally from relapse; those now remaining are, generally speaking, in a safe state. 
I wish to direct the attention of the Board again to the admission of infants, in order that 
some provision will be made for taking care of them during the illness of their mother The 
remainder of the female patients have been removed to the nursery. The roof of the middle 
shed would require some repairs. 



19 December 1843. 



(signed) John Aickin, Assistant Surgeon. 

Robert Coffey, House Surgeon. 



No. 23537. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 26 December 1843. 

Read letter from the fever hospital committee in reference to the minimum number of 
fever admissions into the Belfast Fever Hospital, and stating that the committee, wishing 
to act consistently with the spirit of this Board’s resolution, shall for the present endeavovn- 
to accommodate as many fever patients as possible, under the original number, 250 • but 
considering the character of the epidemic is altered, becoming severe, and lately resuming 
a peculiar form, viz. the complication of jaundice, in which form, since it appears that there 
has been a mortality of 25 per cent, and accordingly more likely to be aggravated in a 
crowded state of the hospital, the committee are decidedly of opinion that they cannot 
safely extend the number agreed upon at the last meeting of the committee. 

Report Belfast Union Fever Wards for the Week ending 23d December 1843. 

Under cure on the 16th instant _ 81 

Admitted from the workhouse 3 

Discharged - -- -- -- -- 28 84 

Remaining in hospital - - - - _ _ - 5c 

84 



I 



As the numbers are now reduced to about SO, I have dispensed with two of the nurses 
home severe cases of drarrbcea have occurred among the convalescents, for whose use 
have been obliged to use what wine I had. 



26 December 1843. 



(signed) John Aickin, 



John Aickin, 1 c> 

Robert Coffey, }^ eons - 



Report of tlie Belfast Fever Hospital for the Week ending 23d December 1843. 



Hospital. 


161 


Remaining 
:h Decomh 


ier. 


| Admitted. j 


Discharged. 




Died. 


Remaining 
23d Dee. 1843. 




Male. 


Female. 


Total. 


M. | 


p. 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


Total. 


M. 


F. ! 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


Total. 


fever 


83 


122 


205 


31 


45 


76 


26 


32 


58 




5 


5 


88 


130 


218 


Medical & Sm-^ 
gical - -j 


10 1 


16 


20 


- 


4 | 


4 


1 


1 


1 


- 


- 


- 


9 


20 | 


29 



(signed) A. E, Lamont, House Surgeon. 
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No. 344, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 2 January 1844. 

The following letters from the Poor Law Commissioners and others were read bv th 
clerk : — ^ tne 

Letter from the Belfast Fever Hospital committee, stating that the number of femal 
cases in hospital now amount to above 250, and that the committee are under the nece « 
of refusing further admission of fever patients until sufficient accommodation occursffie 
matter of which will he duly forwarded to the guardians. ’ 

Letter from same in reference to the form of admission tickets to be used by the medic 1 
superintendents of districts, and suggesting the form to be altered so as to meet the views 
of the medical superintendent, and recommending some means of conveyance for the fever 
cases to the workhouse fever wards to be provided. 

In reference to the letter of the Belfast Fever Hospital committee of 1st January 1344 
from the Rev. Dr. Denvir, chairman, ^ ’ 

Resolved, That the fever hospital committee be informed that the guardians have altered 
their form of tickets for admission of fever cases into the workhouse fever wards as sug- 
gested and pointed out by the committee, and have also provided a spring-carriage for tlie 
conveyance of fever patients to the workhouse fever wards, which may be had by applvine- 
at the workhouse. rt? j 

That 1,000 copies of the amended form be procured, and left at the fever hospital. 

Report of the Fever Wards for the Week ending 30th December 1843. 

Under cure December the 23d ------ 5 6 

Admitted - -- -- -- -- g 

66 



Discharged - -- -- -- --17 

Remaining in hospital - -- -- --47 

64 



(signed) John Aickin, Surgeon. 



Report of the Belfast Fever Hospital, Week ending 30tli December 1843. 



Department. 


Remaining 
23d December. 


Admitted. 


Discharged. 


Died. 


Remaining 
30th December. 


Male. 


Female. 


Total. | 


M. 


F. 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


Total. 


M. 


F. 


Total. : 


M. I 


F. 


Total. 


Fever 


88 


130 j 


218 I 


41 


52 


03 


25 


29 ; 


54 


- 


3 


3 


Si 


148 


254 


Medical & Sur-1 
gical - -/ 


9 


20 


29 


4 


3 


7 


1 


4 1 


0 


- 


- 




12 


19 1 


31 



(signed) A. E. Lament, House Surgeon. 



No. 761. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 9 January 1844; 

Belfast Workhouse Fever Wards, Report for the Week ending 6 th January 1844. 



Under cure the 30th December 
Admitted - 



Discharged - 

Died - - - - 

Remaining in hospital - 



47 

71 

118 



14 

3 

101 

118 



January 
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Januaiy 9th, 115 in fever wards. 

Died, January 2d, Robert Moore, aged 60 This nlrl ■, , . 

state, after recovering from carbuncle, he having got over the attfch nfV’ 1 ^ T“ k 
relapse, but was afterwards seized with severe pfrjng of blood oorlf; f and also a 
ultimately cut him oil. AllauArdies, a^ed 18 FXf^Uvea^ut M 
his admission in fever ; he was affected tor three years nre vinuslv wttl, v ' 

which was found, on examination, to be increased In twme J 1 .^ lsea ® e £is h v er, 
aged 16; she died suddenly, Eg be Z Xked S dfiai f Ih^ A1,Ce 
of her admission ; it was supposed tohe apopS sE bl J ln 0 ? the m S ht 

were admitted last week. Two of the nSrses five “T e . s ° f /W hM Savior 
named M'Gamett, has lost his shirt, in consequence of which he coulTnot hl'j- 1 A 
he was under the care of Anne Murray. As 

week, I was under the necessity of putting them into an apartment byTeSsSS and 
employing an extra nurse to attend them. y y ves ’ ana 

(signed) John AicMn, m.d., Fever Wards’ Surgeon. 






No. 1303. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 16 January 1844 . 

Report of the Belfast Fever Hospital, for the -Week ending 13tk January 1844. 



Department. 


Remaining 
6th Januar; 


f- 


Admitted. 


Discharged. 


Died. 


Remaining 
13th January. 


Males. 


| Females. 


Total. 


M. 


! p. 


Total. 


M. 


1 F - 


[ Total. 


M. 


F. 


[ Total. 


M. 


F. 


I 

| Total. 
| 242 


Fever 

Medical & Sur-V 
gical - -jl 


9° 


181 : 


221 


28 


28 


| 56 | 


19 


14 


33 


1 


1 | 


2 


98 


144 


12 


18 ! 


30 


2 


3 


5 


1 1 


4 




- 




- 


13 


17 


30 



(signed) X. E. Zamont, House Surgeon. 



13 January 1S44. (signed) A MutholUmd, Chairman. 



No. 4048. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 20 February 1844. 

The reports of the master and other officers were read. 

MarvaretTch T** °f '!>« fever nurses, Anne Jane Connolly and 

neS fu Ji3 y ’, 0rmISC n 1, , d " Ct T ¥ doctor eonsidered it necessary to employ only one 
P son m then place, and has accordingly put Margaret Miller one of the JlvXc’ 
S™; ^ that situation; thefe y vCill be rfqufted a warworn™ ta h« Zee 
VdeierThTt'lfhM B°‘ ri?, e *l, made Untl1 receiv “S directions from the Board. P ’ 
ma3ler t0 Sel6Ct S “° h *“ ° f as he may con- 

reqaelringtiS ff^rJS^’to ™ Hospita] ' accompanying resolution of said committee, 
, guardians to receive a greater number of fever patients, so as to allow the 

hospital is -1? * 16 Belfast Hos P ital to diminished, seeing that the fever 

•1 , , '' “ debt, without any present means of adding to its funds. 

commltiids “ the Belfast Fever H °spitfi committee, in reply to their 

aSem tw ° f 1St ^. ““*“•> Informing them that this Board regret they cannot 
en request, as their funds are nearly exhausted ; and the fever is arising- at the 

cases thaH ° VV11 v g to t ! ie C -T° wde d state °f tlie wards, caused by the great number of fever 
cases that have been already temporarily admitted. 

No. 4573. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 27 February 1844. 
ng r > e P? l * ;s °^ t ^ e master and other officers were read, 
cards’ Workhouse. rtS ^ reSUmed his duties as medical attendant at fever 

•koTOghlyci'^ now occupied as a nursery, having first been 

^346 V 1 aases are now placed*^ the fererewanl t s i hed P ’ eV1 ° US t0 ^ cbddren admitted. 

P The 
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The master reports two fever nurses have been dispensed with. 

Dr. Coffey having taken charge of, and attended the fever wards, from the 11th Ja 
till the 19th February, during which time Mr. Aickin was confined with fever contract? 
in our wards, and Mr. Aickin having now resumed charge, we recommend the sum f 
7 1- 9 s. 7 d., being at the same rate allowed Mr. Aickin, be paid Dr. Coffey for his ext 
services during the above period. ra 



Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Sir, Workhouse, 28 February 1844. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, to inform the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, that Dr. Coffey having taken charge of and attended the fever wards from the 
11th January 1844 till the 19th February 1844, during which time Mr. Aickin medical 
attendant of workhouse fever wards, was confined with fever contracted in our wards 
and Mr. Aickin having now resumed charge, they recommend that the sum of 7 Z. 9s id 
being at the same rate allowed Mr. Aickin, be paid Dr. Coffey, for his extra services 
during the above period ; and I am to request the Poor Law Commissioners’ sanction to 
the above sum being paid to Dr. Coffey. 

I have, &c. 

To Arthur Moore, esq. Chief Clerk, (signed) William Bojjce, Union Clerk. 

Poor Law Commission Office. 



Letter from the Commissioners in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 4 March 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 28th ultimo, requesting the sanction of the Commissioners to the proposed payment 
of 7 l. 9s. Id. to Dr. Coffey, medical officer of the workhouse, for his services in attending 
the fever wards during the time that Mr. Aickin was disabled by illness. 

In reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to express their sanction 
to the proposed payment, provided of course that the amount be deducted from the salary 
of Mr. Aickin, in place of whom Dr. Coffey attended. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, Belfast Union. (signed) A. Moore, Ch?ef Clerk. 



No. 5313. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 5 March 1844. 

That a letter be written to the Poor Law Commissioners, in reply to their letter. 
No. 4523, D/44, dated March 1844, in reference to the amount, 'll. 9s. Id. allowance 
to Dr. Coffey, for attendance at fever wards during the illness of Dr. Aickin ; and recom- 
mending that no deduction be made from Mr. Aickin’ s salary, as he took fever of a very 
peculiar kind, while in discharge of his duties as medical attendant in the workhouse 
fever wards. 



No. 5229. 



Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 



Sir, Workhouse, 6 March 1844. 

In reply to your letter, No. 4523, D/44, of 4th instant, I am directed by the guardians, 
Belfast Union, in reference to the amount, Tl. 9s. Id. requested allowance to Dr. Coffey, 
for attendance at fever wards during the illness of Surgeon Aickin, and respectfully recom- 
mending that no deduction be made from Mr. Aickin’s salary, as he took fever of a' very 
peculiar kind, while in the discharge of his duties as medical attendant in the workhouse 
fever wards, I am to request the Poor Law Commissioners’ sanction for the payment of 
the above amount to Dr. Coffey accordingly. 

By order of the Board, 

To Arthur Moore, esq. Chief Clerk, , . _ TT . 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. (signed) William Boyce, Union Clerk. 



Letter from the Commissioners in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 8 March 1844. 

I am directed by the P oor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your le er 
of the 6th instant, relative to the proposed payment of 7 1.9 s. Id. to Dr. Coffey for attend- 
ing .the fever wards at the workhouse of the Belfast Union during the illness of Mr. Aickin^ 
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salary, tat the sanction given in this cas°e must not be considered' ’’ 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, tsion Jl””’ ar . . 

Belfast Union. (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 7144. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 2c March 1844 
Jta mportsof the master and other officers were read, and orders made thereon as 

reP ° rtS ’ ” 0f d <««* of ferer, two of the nurses have been 

That as all the patients in the fever wards are now inmates rf*., „ 

fever is much abated in Belfast, the services of the assistant medial wmMrouse, and as 
dispensed with, and the cases now under care transferred to the 
That the thanks of the Board he given to Mr. Aickin for too -a*- ' ^°“ e y* . 
the patients under his care, and the Board regrets his lone- attention to 

tracted in this workhouse. 8 B ion S 0 “ n «” e mcnt from fever con- 

Report of the workhouse fever wards for the week ending 23d March 1844 •_ 

Under cure the 16th instant - 

Admitted - " d5 

3 



Discharged - 
Died - 

Remaining in hospital 



- 14 

2 

- 22 



March 26 th : In hospital 10, of whom 8 belong to the workhouse. 

WOrkWe feV “ ™ ds *» «» *•* of 



* Admitted - 

Discharged 
Died - 

Remaining under cure - 



- 404 



- 37G 

- 18 
- 10 



I *i • fa» wm-ds, yet the 
lad a thSFatTack f tta^caKs were ™ 0,1 tde day.^Mairy 

S $£*£ 

®i fiifhfclin the dLhame of h~ Z a ‘ Margaret A ™ stl ™« h»s been most assiduou” 



Males, 184 
deaths: Males, 11 



346. 



Proportion of Males and Females admitted. 

- - Females, 220 - - - Total, 404. 

- Females, 7 - Total, 18. 

P 2 



Belfast Union. 
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Belvast Union. 



DATE. l 


NAME. 


AGE. 


— 


Dec. 4 


Ellen Drain - 


60 


M offbund when admitted by Board. 


11 


Rowley Hanna - 


35 


Confluent small-pox. 


14 


John M'Quillan - 


17 


15 


John M'Comb - 


29 


A hard drinker, ending in delirium. 


Jan. 2 


Ellen Ardies - 


18 


Died on the third day, from en- 
largement of liver. 




Robert Moore - 


60 


Bilious diarrhoea. 


6 


Alice Hughes - 


15 


Died suddenly of apoplexy. 


11 


Henry Martin 


35 


Third attack. 


13 


JohnBamford - 


31 


Ditto. 


23 


John Blair - 


26 


Ditto. 


Feb. 4 


James Browne - 


51 


Ditto. 


8 


Anne Browne - 


54 




15 


Daniel Dowd - 


50 




19 


Jane Oakley - 


20 




22 


Thomas Brady - 


56 


Bilious diarrhoea. 


March 2 


Thomas M £ Gee - 


77 




18 


Rose M‘Key - 


55 


Third relapse. 


20 


Sarah Hanna- - 


37 


Ending in mortification. 



(signed) Jchn Atkin. 

26 March 1844. Doctor of Fever Wards. 



Note. The guardians have since resolved to add a fever ward on the workhouse site, and 

have applied for plans accordingly, which will be furnished to them. 



Callan Union. 



CALLAN UNION. 



6864, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 13 March 1844. 

The Earl of Desart moved that the clerk write to the Poor Law Commissioners, stating, 
that owing to the prevalence of fever in the union, the guardians are anxious to make pro- 
vision for few so affected, and ask the Commissioners’ advice how far it may be lawful for 
them to make provision for those so affected, not being pauper inmates of the workhouse; 
and also to inform the Commissioners that there are no fever wards in the workhouse, but 
that there are in the union few hospitals, to which a small subscription given, would give 
the guardians power to send few patients. The motion was seconded by Mr. Thomas 
•Shaw, and carried unanimously. 



5924. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Poor Law Office, Callan, 14 March 1844. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to inform you, that fever is now prevalent in 
different parts of the union, and that the guardians are desirous of affording relief to oes i- 
tute poor persons so affected, and as there is no accommodation for such patients in e 
workhouse, the guardians desire to be informed by the Poor Law Commissioners ot e 
best and most proper course for them to take to administer the contemplated relie . e 
Board directs me further to inform the Commissioners' that there are in the union iree 
hospitals ; one is two miles from Callan, the other is within seven miles of Callan, an 
third is in the town of Callan. The former hospital is supported by the Earl ot ues , 
the second by public subscription, and the hospital in Callan is principally support y 

the profits of the “Callan Loan Fund,” No. 2 . In the latter hospital there are 3 > 

made after the workhouse plan, 24 of which are fully furnished, a nurse-tender s room 
nished, and a surgery. 

The medical officer of the workhouse is the physician who attends it. , . 

And as the guardians have resolved to exercise the powers vested in them by t ® . 
and 16th sections of the 6th and 7th Victoria, cap. 92, to administer reliet an P 
accommodation for destitute poor persons affected with fever or other contagious i » 
they respectfully submit that the Poor Law Commissioners will supply them 
necessary information on the subject, at their earliest convenience. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) ^^^Q^j^ofth^Umon. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




TO THE BOARDS OF GUARDIANS IN IRELAND. 



45 



Letter from the Commissioners in reply. 



Callan Union. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 19 March 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the resolution passed at the 
last meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Callan Union, on the 13 th instant, on the 
subject of the prevalence of fever in the union, requesting the Commissioners’ advice as to 
the course which it may be lawful for the guardians to pursue in relieving persons afflicted 
with fever, and pointing out the accommodation which exists in the union for the treatment 
of fever patients. The Commissioners have also had before them your letter of the 14th 
instant, on the same subject. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners have directed me to state, that in other unions 
in which, as in the Callan Union, there are fever hospitals, available to the Board of 
Guardians, the authorities of the hospitals on being applied to by the guardians, have made 
and submitted to the Board a calculation of the cost per day of the maintenance and treat- 
ment of a patient labouring under fever, with a proposal as to the terms on which they 
would receive into their institutions persons so afflicted who may be sent by the Boards. 
The proposal has then been taken into consideration by the Board of Guardians, and they, 
with the Commissioners’ concurrence, have made an agreement with the authorities of the* 
fever hospitals for the admission of patients on the terms proposed and approved. 

The expense incurred in sending the patient to the fever hospital, and in maintaining 
him there, is then charged to the electoral division to which such patient may be chargeable, 
or to the union at large, as the case may be. 

The Commissioners would prefer this mode of payment to an annual subscription, inas- 
much as there would be considerable difficulty in properly apportioning the amount of the 
subscription on the electoral divisions, or the union at large, m proportion to the number of 
patients admitted, and the times during which they were respectively inmates of the fever 
hospital. 

In the relief of persons labouring under fever, the guardians will carefully distinguish 
between the cases to be relieved under the 15th section of the Irish Poor Law Amendment 
Act, and those to be relieved under the 16 th section. The observations made in the 
second paragraph ot this letter relate to persons who, being previously in the workhouse, are 
removed from thence to a fever hospital. Under the 16 th section, the guardians are em- 
powered to hire -or rent a house for the reception and medical treatment of persons affected 
with fever or any other dangerous or contagious disease, whether previously resident in the 
workhouse or not, and the Commissioners will readily entertain any proposition of that 
kind which may be submitted to them by the guardians. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Callan Union, Callan. Chief Clerk. 



I CARRICKMACROSS UNION. 

No. 17608, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 26 September 1843. 



CaRRICKMA CROSS 
Union. 



? The master having stated to the Board that a person had been recommended during the 
past week, in a state of fever, for admission into the workhouse, by the warden of the 
electoral division of Drombrony, the master was ordered to report the facts of the case to 
the next meeting in writing. 



No. 18174. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 3 October 1843. 

The master reported to the Board the facts and circumstances of the case of the person 
m fever alluded to in the minutes of the proceedings at the last meeting, and the guardians 

( expressed themselves satisfied at the precaution he had thought it necessary to use, in order 
to prevent the introduction of contagion and disease into the house. 



No. 18635. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 10 October 1843. 

A general conversation, upon the subject of providing for cases of fever, took place 
amongst the guardians, at the instance of Thomas M'Evoy Gartlan, Esq., and a new fever 
hospital having been built very near to the union workhouse, the guardians arranged to 
jp ve the subject prompt consideration, so soon as the house should have been taken off the 
Hands of the contractor. 

34<3- f 3 
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COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 



Carrickmacross Noi 21063. 

Union ' Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 14 November 1843. 

The clerk was ordered to provide immediately, for the use of fever paupers from the work- 
house, in tire new fever hospital, six iron bedsteads, at the cost of the union, and at an 
expense not to exceed 15 s. each. 



No. 21511. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 21 November 1843. 

The clerk reported to the Board that he could not get any person to make or finish iron 
bedsteads at the price ordered at the last meeting; and a proposal having been given in by 
Patrick Ilamill, a blacksmith, to make and finish the required number of bedsteads, of the 
following dimensions, and the same in every respect as the bedsteads in use in the Carrick- 
macrossBridewell, viz. six feet long by two feet nine inches wide, at 12s. per cwt., he was 
ordered to make one as a pattern, to be exhibited to the Board. 

The doctor having reported that the two pauper patients now in the fever hospital were 
so far convalescent as not to require the further attendance of a nurse-tender, she was 
accordingly ordered to be discharged, and her wages paid (amount ll. 8 s.) upon the cer- 
tificate of the doctor. 



No. 21511, D/1843. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reference to the foregoing. 

Si r Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 27 Nov. 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
tire Board of Guardians of the Carrickmacross Union on the 21st instant, containing 
a resolution, that the doctor having reported that the two pauper patients now in the fever 
hospital were so far convalescent as not to require the further attendance of a nurse-tender, 
she was accordingly ordered to be discharged, and her wages paid ; and in reference 
thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to state that, except for hospitals under the 
exclusive control of the Board of Guardians, the guardians are not autlioriz'ed by law in 
paying salaries to persons employed as nurse-tenders. 

I am, &c. 

To the. Clerk to the Board of Guardians (signed) Arthur Moore, 

of the Carrickmacross Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 22302. i 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 5 December 1843. 

An iron bedstead was produced by Edward Hamill, at the price mentioned in his pro- 
posal, but he stated he could not finish any more at the price ; and he having satisfied 
the guardians as to the truth of his statement, and upon inspecting the sample bedstead 
made, they agreed to give him the sum of 16 s. C d. for each additional bedstead furnished 
by him. 



CARRICK-ON-SUIR UNION. 

Carrick-on-Suir 

Union * No. 21224, D/43. 

Extract from the Guardians’ Minutes, 18 November 1843. 

Moved by Patrick Baldwin, and seconded by John Donnell : — “ That the medical officer, 
with Messrs. Wogan and Wilson, guardians, be appointed a committee to confer with the 
trustees of the fever hospital, to know on what terms they would consent to receive the fever 
and other contagious patients of this workhouse, and to report the result to a subsequent 
meeting of this Board.” 

Carried. 



CASHEL UNION. 

Cashel Union. 

* No. 22471, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 7 December 1843. 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to transmit to the Poor Law Commissioners a copy 
of a resolution in reference to the removal of fever patients to the fever hospital, passe o 
the 7th September last, and to call their attention thereto, with a view of sanctioning 
disallowing same. 
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No. 22472, D/43. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Sir, Cashel, 9 December 1843. 

I am directed by the guardians of this union to transmit to the Poor Law Commissioners 
a copy of a resolution passed at a meeting of the Board, held the 7th September last, in 
reference to the removal of fever patients to the fever hospital, with a view of their 
sanctioning or disallowing same. 

I have, &c. 

A. Moore, Esq. (signed) Thomas M‘ Loughlin, 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 



Copy Resolution accompanying the foregoing. 

Moved by Mr. Henry, seconded by Mr. Coman « That all paupers, sick of fever in 
the house now, or hereafter, be removed to the fever hospital ; and that the expense of con- 
veying them, and of maintaining them in hospital, be paid out of the rates of the union ; the 
average cost of fever patients for the last 12 months being used to ascertain the cost of 
each of such patients.” 



No. 22472, D/4 3. 

Letter from Commissioners in reply. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 13 Dec. 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 9th instant, forwarding a copy of a resolution passed by the Board of Guardians of 
the Cashel Union, that all paupers, sick of fever in the house now, or hereafter, be removed 
to the fever hospital ; and that the expense of conveying them, and of maintaining them in 
the hospital, be paid out of the rates of the union ; the average cost of fever patients for 
the last 12 months being used to ascertain the cost of each of such patients. 

In reference thereto, I am directed by the Commissioners to express their approval of the 
course proposed to be adopted in the above resolution. 



The Clerk to the Guardians, 
Cashel Union, Cashel. 



I am, &d. 

(signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



CASTLEBAR UNION. 



No. 17400, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 23 September 1843. 

Resolved, That on this day week this Board do take into consideration the Rev. 
Richard Gibbons’ letter relative to those afflicted with fever, when it is hoped the Board 
will he well attended. 



i 



No. 10065, D/ 44 . 

Letter referred to in the foregoing Resolution. 

_ Sir, Castlebar, 23 September 1843. 

I find, by the 16th clause of the Poor Law Amended Act, that provision is made for 
the relief of destitute fever patients, either by fitting up a house outside for the purpose, 
or by setting apart a ward of the workhouse infirmary for fever relief. I regret to state 
that there are at present several poor families afflicted with fever in the town ; may I beg 
leave to call your good notice to this matter, and to hope that some relief may be afforded, 
under the Act, to those and similar destitute fever patients. 



To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, 
Castlebar Union. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Richard Gibbons, P. P. 



Note . — The clerk states that no further notice has been taken of this matter. 



CAST.LEBLANEY UNION. 



No. 23198. 

Extract from Medical Officer’s Report, as entered on Guardians’ Minutes of 
20 December 1843. 

W were 53 cases of fever, 10 of which were sent to the fever hospital; all returned 
the workhouse well. I did not see any advantage to be gained by their isolation during 
f 4 the 
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the acute stage, when thev were sent back at a time more favourable to the propagation of 
contagion. I do not wish by this remark to detract from the kindness or ability by which 
they were treated by the superintendent of that institution ; on the contrary, some of the 
cases were very bad, and must have required not only assiduous, but also skilful and 
judicious management. In addition to this, the idiot wards were unoccupied, and I thought 
it not only unreasonable, but unfair to impose on him considerable labour without any 
remuneration. 



CASTLEDERG UNION. 



No. 17751, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 30 September 1843. . 

Ordered, That the clerk do call a special Board for Friday, the 13th day of October 
1343, to take into consideration the propriety of setting apart a portion of the workhouse, 
for a fever hospital. 



No. 18863. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 13 October 1843. 

That the consideration of appropriating part of the house for fever hospital be postponed. 



CASTLEREA union. 



No. 16486, D/43. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, Castlerea Union. 

Sir, . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 14 Sept. 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to state, that having received repre- 
sentations of the distressed condition of many of the poor, amongst whom fever is stated 
at present to prevail to a serious extent, in a part of the Castlerea Union, the Commissioners 
feel it their duty to refer to the communications already addressed to the Board of 
Guardians, and again to call their attention to the necessity of opening the workhouse for 
the administration of relief, which the prevalence of distress and disease amongst the poor 
population renders it extremely desirable should be commenced at the earliest possible 
period. , .. ~ 

The workhouse was declared by the Commissioners to be fit for the reception and relief 
of destitute poor in October last; but 11 months have elapsed without its being opened 
for relieving the necessities of those for whose relief it was established, although it appears 
from the minutes of the guardians, that supplies of clothing and bedding were obtained- 
and delivered at the workhouse early in March last. Collectors have also keen appointed, 
and the rates have been in course of collection for some time past ; the Commissioners, 
therefore, are not aware of any circumstances which form sufficient ground for furt er 
delaying the administration of relief. 

The Commissioners are the more urgent in their wishes in this respect, in consequenc 
of their having had before them a representation, by clergymen, magistrates, medica 
practitioners, and others, that typhus fever is raging in the village of Ballaghader m 
a fearful extent ; and that a considerable proportion of the population are suffering ro 
it, almost all of whom are said to be destitute of any assistance, except such as n* a y 
obtained from charity, in an impoverished neighbourhood ; and some cases are im* 
of persons suffering from fever, who are stated to be “ in a miserable condition, Y* =, 
on the road-side, without shelter,” “ until huts were hastily thrown up for their recep 
So great, indeed, is the destitution stated to be prevailing, and the danger to e app 
bended, that an- application has been made by influential inhabitants of the neign our , 
to the Government, for assistance. , r . „ q0 \ 

The recent Act for the amendment of the Irish Poor Relief Act (6 & 7 Vic • ' .V 
specially enables the guardians (s. 16), with the consent of the Commissioners, to P, g 
relief for poor persons affected with fever, or other dangerous contagious disease, m ^ 
hired for the reception and medical treatment of such poor persons, or by appropria 



union workhouse, or a part of it, for that purpose. . tTuar ^; ans 

The Commissioners cousider that, under the circumstances adverted to, the g „ 
should forthwith appropriate the workhouse for the immediate reception and re ® . 

poor persons above referred to, and on whose behalf the application has been su ’ 

persons affected with contagious disease being placed in a portion of the wor i ^ admitted 
priated to their reception separate from any other inmates who may hereartei e - iate3 if 
from time to time, so as to prevent the spread of the contagion amongst sue 1 
admitted before the subsidence of the disease. - ., distress 

The Commissioners cannot but feel considerable apprehension that much lui 
may be caused by the continuance of the deplorable necessity adverted to, an 1 [0 
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to point out to the guardians the deep responsibility which they will incur if they further 
postpone availing themselves of the means placed at their disposal for the relief of the 
destitute poor m the Castlerea Union. r e e or tne 

I am to request that immediately on receipt of this letter you will give notice to all the 

m ° rdK tU ‘ subject may be iiume- 

T ° the ardianS ^ ^--Chief Clerk. 



No. 17310, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 23 September 1843. 

Proposed by Patrick O’Connor, esq., and seconded by Dominick Corr, esq. • 

Resolved That we have read a communication from the Poor Law Commissioners 
stating that many cases of fever exist in the town of Ballaghadereen, and urving the nece^ 
sityo? opening the poorhouse for immediate relief; that we find, on ihe authority of several 
of the guardians from that distnct, that it lias chiefly passed, and that no fever cases exis 
m any of the other districts, and no present necessity for relief. 



COLERAINE UNION. 



No. 22482, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 9 December 1843. 

Thu Rev. Mr. O’Hara having stated to the Board that in consequence of the very great 
prevalence of fever in the torn of Coleraine at present, and the want of sufficien? acfom- 
f ™ * t h* m th<! feV6r “ os P ,tal f ? r the rece pbon of the great number of applicants for admis- 
sion, it became necessary to make some further provision for such applicants ■ 

Resolved, That a house be taken convenient to the fever hospital for the recention and 
•ccommodation of fever patients, and that the expense of the said house be charget ble to the 
establishment account, and that cost of conveyance of patients to the said house and their 
mamtenance therein, be charged to the electoral divisions in which such patients'shall have 
rodent p JOT°.m to them ^mission; aIso ’ that fte Poor L >™ Commissioners be re- 
quested to sanction tins proceeding and the removal of a certain number of beds froai the 
p£te ‘ “ * ake “ f ° r tlM reCepti0 " ani accomm °dation of suclTfever 

That the following gentlemen he requested to act as a committee for the purpose of carry- 
ing this resolution into eflect ; Mr. Chas. Knox, Mr. Kyle, Mr. Hunter, Mr. Sharp J 



Letter from the Commissioners in reference to the foregoing. 

T Sir '_ T ' . . , Poor Tuiv Commission Office, Dublin, 18 Dec. 1843 

ihe Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of nroceedinm of 
e Board of Guardians of the Coleraine Union on the 9th instant, coSaSi a 3ti„u 
relative to the providing of fever accommodation m the union. 

In reference thereto,! am directed by the Commissioners to state that they fully concur 
with the general views expressed m the resolution of the guardians ou this sublet, and they 
have instructed Mr. Senior to attend the meeting of the Board on the 23d instant to confer 
with the guardians as to the details. 



To the Clerk to the Guardians of the 
Coleraine Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 23328. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 23 December 1843. 

Mowing letters from the Poor Law Commissioners and others were read by the 
p an d orders made on them respectively, as follows : — J 

r 5 f ? he infant in reference to a minute of the Board, relative to providing 
reommodation for fever patients m tile union; and the Commissioners state that they fully 
near ,n the general views of the guardians, and have instructed Mr. Senior, the Assistant 
ummissioner, to attend the meeting, to confer with the guardians as to the details. 

<ae question of accommodation for fever patients postponed till this day week, in con- 
0t ■ r Im P ottailt matter being before the Board relative to charges brought 
gainst certain officers of the workhouse bv the Rev. Mr Hughes. 

S46 - a 
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3LERAINE Note, by Clerk to the Guardians.— Mr. Senior attended accordingly on 23d December 

Union. but there was then no necessity for carrying out the resolution of the Board, fever having 

become much less prevalent than when the resolution was passed, and the accommodation 

for the reception of fever patients in the fever hospital of Coleraine being equal to the 
applications for admission, the matter was no further proceeded with. a 



Drogheda 

Union. 



DROGHEDA UNION. 



No. 17283, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 21 September 1843. 

Notice of Motion by Patrick Boylan, Esq. 

I give notice of motion for the next monthly meeting, to provide a fever hospital accord- 
ing to the 16 th section of the new Poor Law Act. 



No. 17676, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 28 September 1843. 

Mr. Boylan’s notice of motion, in reference to the establishment of a fever hospital, to be 
connected with the workhouse, having been read, and also a copy of a letter from Mr. 
Brodigan, the chairman, addressed to Mr. Gulson, Poor Law Commissioner, on this 
subject, and his answer to said letter, a lengthened discussion took place, which was 
terminated by Patrick Boylan, esip proposing, and H. B. Caddington seconding, the 
following resolution, which was carried : 

That in consequence of the absolute want of a fever hospital in Drogheda, and the danger 
of receiving fever patients into the poorliouse, we are of opinion that it is most desirable' to 
avail ourselves of the authority of the 16th section of the 6th Sc 7th Victoria, being the Poor 
Law Amendment Act, and to appoint a committee, consisting of Messrs. Caddington, 
P. Boylan, Thomas Brodigan, W. Campbell, H. G. Smith, and P. Mathews, to inquire into 
the possibility of procuring a house for the above purpose, and report the result of their 
inquiry to the next monthly meeting, and to inquire into the funds applicable to such an 
object. 



No. 18692, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 12 October 1843. 

Moved by Thomas Brodigan, esq., seconded by Patrick Boylan, esq., and carried 
unanimously : 

That the clerk do write to the Commissioners, requesting they will supply this Board 
with any information they may have respecting the cost of erecting and supporting fever 
hospitals in Ireland, rating the expenditure by the beds they respectively contain ; that 
from such data they may estimate the probable cost of erecting a fever hospital, in connec- 
tion with this workhouse, which, under ordinary circumstances, will suit the wants of the 
population of the Drogheda Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners in reference thereto. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 18 Oct. 1843. 

Tee Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Drogheda Union, on the 12 th instant. 

See copies of On the subject of the resolution relative to fever accommodation, I am directed by the 

Plans at end of this Commissioners to forward to you, for the information of the Board of Guardians, two plans 
Return. and estimates which have been prepared by the architect of the Commissioners, for the 

erection of fever hospitals connected with workhouses in Ireland. 

* * * * * # * * 



To the Clerk to the Guardians of the 
Drogheda Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) C. Walmisley, 

First Clerk. 



No. 21948, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 30 November 1843. 

Notice of motion by H. B. Caddington, esq. : , , 

That, in consequence of the increase of fever m the town and neighbourhood of Drogue a, 
some further steps to provide accommodation for the sufferers is indispensably necessary , 
and that the committee make further inquiry, both as to the likelihood of procuring a ous , 
or having an understanding with the trustees of the charitable funds, if they will build one. 
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Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 7 December 1843. 

Mr. C Addington’s notice of motion, in reference to the establishment of a fever hosnital 
having been read, a long conversation took place on the subject; that a fever hospital was’ 
desirable was admitted, but numerous objections being urged veiy earnestly, Mr. Cadding- 



ton did not persevere in moving any resolution. 



NORTH DUBLIN UNION. 



No. 796, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 10 January 1844. 

Doctor Duncan having attended the Board, and the cases of the two children attacked 
by scarlatina, (and who were found in ward 66, by the visiting committee on Monday last.) 
having been discussed, it was unanimously resolved, That the Board will at all times be 
ready to have such patients as may be afflicted with any infectious disorder, removed to 
one ot the hospitals in the neighbourhood ; the expenses to be discharged out of the funds 
ol the union; and the Board are induced to adopt this course, upon the sole ground of 
preventing tire spread of contagious illness in this workhouse. 

Ordered, That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Commissioners, with a 
request that they will assist the Board, according to the powers given to the Board under 
the amended Act, to carry said resolution into effect, and to advise the Board as to the 
proper amount of payment to be made to managers of the hospitals on this account. 



No. 79G, D/44. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians, accompanying the foregoing Minutes. 

Gentlemen, North Dublin Union, 12 January 1844. 

1 am directed by the Board of Guardians to call your attention to the resolutions in the 
copy of the minutes of the Board of the 10th instant, herewith sent, on the subject of 
removing patients affected with infectious disorders to the fever hospitals in the neighbour- 

I have, &c. 

lo the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) J. H. Crean, Clerk. 



No. 796, D/1844. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reference thereto. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 16 Jan. 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the North Dublin Union, on the 10th instant, containing a reso- 
lution relative to the removal of fever patients to one of the hospitals in the neighbourhood. 

In reference thereto I am directed by the Commissioners to express their approval of the 
resolution, and to state that they will afford every facility in their power for carrying it out, 
and will sanction such payment as the guardians consider reasonable in those cases for 
which payment is necessary. 



To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians 
of the North Dublin Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) A . Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No. 2960, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 7 February 1844. 

Ordered, That the clerk do write to the governor of the Hardwicke Hospital, to require 
that patients, when convalescent, and free from infection, may be sent back here, to be dis- 
charged or detained, if their families he resident in the workhouse. 



No. 3585- 

Extraot from Guardians’ Minutes, 14 February 1844. 

Dead, Letter from governor of the house of industry, on the subject of the admission of 
fever patients to the Hardwicke Fever Hospital from the workhouse. 

Ordered, That a copy of this letter, and a copy of a letter to which it is an answer, be 
ior warded to the Poor Law Commissioners, and their directions requested. 

346. G 2 
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No. 3586, D/44. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians to the Commissioners, in pursuance of the 
foregoing Minute. 

Gentlemen, North Dublin Union, 16 February 1844. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to transmit you the accompanying copies of 
correspondence between the Board and the governor of the house of industry, on the 
subject of the admission and discharge to and from the Hardwicke Fever Hospital, of paupers 
not finally discharged from the workhouse, and to request your directions in the case. 
I believe all that is required of the Board is, to pass a resolution in accordance with the 
15th section of the amended Act, that they will pay for maintenance in such cases. 

I have, See. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, Sec. &c. (signed) J. H. Crean, Clerk. 



Enclosures in foregoing Letter. 

North Dublin Union, North Bruuswick-street, 
Sir, 7 February 1844. 

I am directed by the guardians to request that you will cause any paupers who may 
be removed from the workhouse to the Hardwicke Fever Hospital, to be sent back to the 
workhouse, when convalescent and free from infection, in order that they may either be 
discharged in the usual way, or detained if they have a family in the house, which they 
are legally liable to maintain. 

I am, See. 

To Denis Phelan, Esq., &c. 8tc. &c. (signed) J. H. Crean. 



Sir, House of Industry, 8 February 1844. 

In reference to your letter of the 7th, communicating the wish of the Board of Guardians 
of the North Dublin Union, that “ any paupers who may be removed from the workhouse 
to the Hardwicke Fever Hospital, be sent back to the workhouse when convalescent, and 
when free from infection I request that you will inform the Board that I shall take par- 
ticular care to do so, when the circumstances of the case enable me. 

If such patients are received into the Hardwicke Hospital, under the 15th clause of the 
amended Poor Relief Act of last session, I will be authorized to return them to the work- 
house on their being discharged by the physicians ; but a reference to that clause will show 
that an arrangement must previously have been made between the Board of Guardians and 
the authorities of the house of industry, which arrangement, I believe, has not yet been 
entered into ; I am informed that hitherto such patients have been admitted as ordinary 
pauper cases. It appears to me that when a person so admitted into the Hardwicke Hos- 
pital is discharged therefrom, I have no authority to send him back to the workhouse unless 
he chooses to go there ; but if any arrangement be made by which that authority can be 
exercised, the wishes of your Board shall be complied with. 

I am, &c. 

To Mr. Crean, (signed) Denis Phelan. 

Clerk North Dublin Board of Guardians. 



No. 3586. 

Letter to the Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 20 Feb. 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 16th instant, enclosing copies of correspondence between the Board of Guardians of 
the North Dublin Union and the governor of the house of industry, on the subject of the 
admission to and discharge from the Hardwicke Fever Hospital, of paupers not finally dis- 
charged from the workhouse, and requesting instructions. 

In reference thereto I am directed by the Commissioners to state, that in those cases in 
which the governor of the hospital has no legal right to send the patient back to the work- 
house (the man refusing to return to the workhouse, of course), the governor will be able, 
prior to the discharge of the man from the hospital, to inform the master of the workhouse 
that the man is about to be discharged, and the master of the workhouse can then take 
care to have the wife and family at the entrance of the building, so as to ensure that if the 
man goes his wife and family must also leave the workhouse. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Guardians of the North Dublin Union. Chief Clerk. 
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No. 3586, D/1844. 

Letter to the Governor of the House of Industry thereon. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 28 February 1844 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward for your information the 
enclosed copy of a letter which they have received from the clerk to the guardians of the 
North Dublin Union, on the subject of the admission to and discharge from the Hardwicke 
Fever Hospital, of paupers not finally discharged from the workhouse, together with a copy 
of a letter addressed to the Board of Guardians in reply. 

D. Phelan, Esq. I have, &c. 

Governor of the House of Industry. (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 4766, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 28 February 1844. 

Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners on the subject of the discharge of 
paupers from the Hardwicke Fever Hospital, who may be sent there from the workhouse. 

Ordered, That a copy be sent to the master, who has received directions from the Board 
to attend strictly to the instructions therein contained. 



DUNDALK UNION. 



No. 18891, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 13 October 1S43. 

Notice of Motion. — I hereby give notice, that on the 27 th instant I shall bring before 
the Board the question of providing accommodation for persons affected with fever or other 
contagious diseases, in view to taking the opinion of the guardians as to the expediency of 
erecting a building near to the south-western extremity of the workhouse ground for the 
reception of such persons. 

(signed) Donald M‘ Neill. 



No. 19834. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 27 October 1843. 

Moved by Donald M'Neill, Esq., in pursuance of notice given on the 13th instant, 
and seconded by Benjamin Thompson, Esq. 

Resolved, That a small building shall be erected near the south-western extremity of the 
workhouse ground, equal to the accommodation of applicants, who, suffering from fever or 
other infectious or contagious diseases, may seek relief from the union ; and that our clerk 
do address a letter to the Poor Law Commissioners, requesting they will recommend to 
the Board the proper course to be pursued for raising the funds necessary for the erection 
of such buildings, and the form and dimensions they consider it would be advisable to 
.adopt. 



No. 19839, D/43. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

I Gentlemen, Dundalk, 29 October 1843. 

j ' In pursuance of a resolution passed at a meeting of the Board of Guardians of the 

] Dundalk Union on Friday the 27th instant, I have to request that you will recommend to 

| the Board of Guardians the proper course to be pursued lor raising the funds necessary for 
; the erection of a small building near the south-western extremity of the workhouse grounds, 
equal to the accommodation of applicants, who, suffering from fever or other infections or 
contagious diseases, may seek relief from the union ; and I have further to request that you 
will inform the Board as to the form and dimensions you consider it would be advisable to 
adopt. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) William Ryan , 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Clerk of the Union. 



No. 19839, D/43. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 2 Nov. 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
29th ultimo, requesting advice as to the proper course to be pursued for raising the 
lands necessary for the erection of a fever hospital in connexion with the workhouse of the 
346 . G 3 Dundalk 
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Dundalk Union. Dundalk Union ; and I am to state that, if the guardians desire it, the Commissioners will 

forward to them a plan of a small building suitable for the intended purpose, and, if 

approved, they will supply all the specifications and working drawings to enable the Board 
of Guardians to contract for the work. 

The cost of a suitable building will be from 300 1. to 350 l, and the money for this special 
purpose may be borrowed by the guardians, under the 89th section of the Irish Poor Relief 
Act, of the treasurer, or any other person willing to lend it, and may be secured by a deed 
of charge on the rates, subject to such interest as may be agreed upon, and to be repaid in 
three or five years, by annual instalments. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the I am, & c. 

Dundalk Union. (signed) Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 



No. 20304. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 3 November 1843. 

A letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 2d November 1843, No. 19539, D/43, 
relative to the erection of a fever hospital in connexion with the workhouse, having been 
read. 

Ordered, That the clerk do write to the Poor Law Commissioners, requesting them to 
send a plan for the intended fever hospital, together with specifications and working draw- 
ings, they having offered to do so in their letter of the 2d instant. 



No. 20405, D/43. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Sir, Dundalk, 6 November 1843. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of the Dundalk Union to request that the Poor 
Law Commissioners will send them a plan of the fever hospital intended to be built in con- 
nexion with the Dundalk Union Workhouse, and also the specifications and working 
drawings ; the Poor Law Commissioners having offered to do so in their letter of the 2d 
instant, No. 19539, D/43. 

By order of the Board, 

Arthur Moore, Esq. (signed) Wm. Ryan, 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. Clerk of the Union. 



No. 20405, D/1843. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 9 November 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 6th instant, requesting them to send the Board of Guardians a plan for a fever hospi- 
tal to be built in connexion with the workhouse of the Dundalk Union, together with spe- 
cifications and working drawings ; and in reference thereto I am directed to forward to 
you, to be laid before the Board of Guardians, three plans which have been prepared toi 
Sec copies of Plans the purpose; upon these plans being returned, with an intimation as to which of the three 
at the end of this the guardians propose to adopt, the Commissioners will cause the necessary specifications 
Return. and working drawings to be forthwith prepared. The cost, according to plan No. 1, win e 

from 550 1. to 600 Z. ; according to plan No. 2, about 460 Z., and according to plan no. , 
about 310 l, including fittings, but exclusive of furniture in each case. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Dundalk Union. Chief Clerk ‘ 



No. 21625. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 24 November 1843. 

Moved by Major M'Neill, and seconded by Mr. Byrne : . 

Resolved, That plan No. 2, as furnished by the Poor Law Commissioners for a level 
hospital for the union, be adopted. 

Moved by Major M'Neill, and seconded by Mr. Byrne : 

Resolved, That the clerk do advertise in the usual manner for tenders to erect by con- 
tract a fever hospital for the union, according to plan and specification No. 2, as a ove 
adopted. 
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No. 21625 , D/43. P m-PAIE Dn o». 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians, accompanying the foregoing Resolution. 

Sir, Dundalk Union, Dundalk, 26 Nov. 1843 . 

With this you have minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Dundalk 
Union on Friday, the 24th instant. 

I have to direct your attention to a resolution on the minutes, which shows that the 
plan, No. 2 , has been adopted by the Board of Guardians for the fever hospital intended to 
be built in connexion with the Dundalk workhouse. 

The three plans referred to in your letter of the 9th instant, No. 20405, D/43 will be 
forwarded by the mid-day mail on to-morrow. 

I am, See. 

To Arthur Moore, Esq. (signed) Win. Evan, 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin. Clerk of the Union 



No. 407, D/44. 

Report from the Architect, accompanying the Plans required. 

Architect’s Office, Poor Law Commission, 
Gentlemen, Dublin, 4 January 1844. 

Accompanying I beg to submit the plans prepared for the fever hospital for the Dun- 
dalk Union, on which is a specification of the scantlings of the timbers and other construc- 
tive details. I beg to recommend their being now sent to the Board of Guardians, in order 
that they may obtain tenders for the execution of the work. 

Before the work can be commenced, I conceive it is desirable that the guardians should 
consider and determine some of the details, viz. what kind of floors are to be used, the 
mode of payment for the work, and the superintendence of the building in its erection 
which will necessarily determine the architect who is to be entrusted with the direction of 
the building and be responsible for its proper completion ; and he will be the proper and 
only person who can satisfactorily prepare the specification for embodying the above parti- 
culars and for binding the contractor to the proper execution and completion of the 
undertaking. 

I therefore beg to recommend that the Board of Guardians should determine these par- 
ticulars, and that to the architect they may select should be left the preparing the specifi- 
cation and other documents, and the direction of the building-. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. I have, &c. 

See. &c. &c. (signed) Geo. Wilkinson. 



No. 407, D/1844. 

Letter to the Guardians, forwarding the Plans, and Copy of the Architect’s Report. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 11 Jan. 1844. 

Referring to your letter of the 26th ultimo, relative to the providing of fever accom- 
modation in connexion with the workhouse of the Dundalk Union, I am directed by the 
Poor Law Commissioners to forward to you the enclosed copy of a repoi-t which they have 
received from the architect thereon, together with the plans which accompanied it. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (signed) A. Moore 

Dundalk Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 499. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 5 January 1844. 

The medical officer having reported that there were seven cases of fever in the proba- 
tionary wards, and not separated from the other patients, 

Resolved, That the two probationaiy wards be allotted to the reception of fever patients 



No. 5002. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 1 March 1844. 

Letters from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 11 January 1844 , and from the 
S °® ce > da-ted 4 January 1 844, with the plans for a fever hospital in connexion 
tne workhouse, the consideration of which was postponed until Major M'Neill was 
*L • en ’ w f re presented by the clerk, and ordered to be held over for further consideration, 
owing to the state of the funds of the union. 
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Dungannon 

Union. 



See copies of Plans 
at end of this 
Return. 



Dunshaughlin 

Union. 



DUNGANNON UNION. 



No. 6016, D/44. 

Letter from Mr. Senior, Assistant Commissioner, requesting Plans for the use of the 
Dungannon Union. 

Gentlemen, Coleraine, 16 March 1844. 

I have to request that you will forward to me for the use of the Dungannon union 
plans and specifications for fever hospital, precisely similar to those adopted at Lurgan, as 
early as possible, and I should wish the number of beds in each ward to be marked, toge- 
ther with the estimate. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Edward Senior, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. Assistant Commissioner. 



Letter from the Commissioners in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 27 March 1844. 

With reference to your letter of the 16th instant, I am directed by the Poor Law Com- 
missioners to forward to you, in compliance with your request, the enclosed plans for a 
fever hospital, in connexion with the workhouse of the Dungannon Union. 

The plans now enclosed are plans of the arrangement only of the building, and the one 
selected will require to have some detail constructive drawings and a specification prepared, 
before a contract for the building can satisfactorily be obtained. 

Before these are prepared, the guardians should determine the position for the building, 
and any local particulars with regard to its construction which may appear to them neces- 
sary to be noticed in the specification. 

Under the provisions of the Act, it will be necessary for the Commissioners to be con- 
tracting parties, but they will leave to the guardians the employment of a surveyor to 
prepare the constructive drawings and specifications, also the obtaining of tenders and 
superintendence of the building ; or they will, if the guardians prefer it, prepare these docu- 
ments and superintend the building through their own architect ; but in either case, making 
the contract themselves with an approved contractor whom the guardians may recommend. 

I have, See. 

E. Senior, Esq. Assistant Poor Law (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Commissioner. 

Note. — The plans were laid before the Board of Guardians, who have resolved to add 
fever wards accordingly. 



DUNSHAUGHLIN UNION. 



No. 16804, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 12 September 1843. 

The medical officer reported two bad cases of fever in the house. It was ordered that a 
car be provided, and have them sent to the Whitworth Hospital ; and that the clerk write 
to the governors, to know upon what terms that hospital will receive fever cases from this 
union under the power vested in Boards of Guardians by the P oor Law Amendment Ac . 



No. 18818, D/43. 

Letter from the Governor of the House of Industry to the Commissioners. 



Gentlemen, House of Industry, Dublin, 15 

I transmit herewith for your consideration a copy of a letter received by J 
from the clerk to the Poor Law Guardians of the Dunshaughlin Union, res P E ou id 
proposed admission of patients therefrom into the hospital of this institution, ai 
beg to have your instructions as to the reply which should he made thereto. . union 
In reference to the application at foot thereof, made by the medical °“ icer , persons 
for the admission of two patients into the hospital, I beg to observe, tna f nr admis- 
having been presented to the resident clinical clerk of the hospital ascandida thereto 
sion into the fever hospital, they were in the ordinary course of business: ad ^ liri «hauo'hlin 
’ ’ • ’ • • — of their having been sent from the Dunsnau D . 



by him, hut without his being aware 
workhouse. 

The Poor Law Commissioners. 



(signed)* 0 ^ Ge o. Alley, Governor. 
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Enclosure in foregoing. 

Gentlemen, Dunshaughlin Poor Law Union, Dunshaughlin, 12 Sept. 1843 . 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians of the above union to request that you inform 
them at your earliest convenience on what terms you would admit fever patients from their 
workhouse, the cost of which will be paid out of the rate, sections 15 and 16 Poor Law 
Amendment Act. 

I have, &c. 

The Governors of the Whitworth (signed) Rolrn-t Clinch, Clerk of the Union. 
Fever Hospital. 



DujrsiSAarGiaKJr 



To the Resident Medical Attendant of the Whitworth Fever Hospital. 

Sir, 

I beg leave to recommend Jane Gargan and Michael Neill as fit cases for taking into the- 
ospital in conformity with the above arrangement. 

Yours, &c. 

(signed) L. O'Rielly, Medical Officer, D. U. 



EDENDERRY UNION. 



No. 16655, D/43. 

Extracts from Guardians’ Minutes, 9 September 1843. 

Resolved, That tenders be received to ascertain the cost of adapting a portion of the 
idiot wards m the workhouse to a fever ward, for the use of the union at large. The part 
to be pointed out by the physician. ^ 



EnxsnDiHJMr 

Ustas, 



Letter from the Commissioners in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 14 Sept. 1843. 

Ihe Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Edenderry Union, on the 9th instant, containing a resolu- 
tion proposing to receive tenders to ascertain the cost of adapting a portion of the idiot 
wards in the workhouse to a fever ward. 

In reference to this resolution, I am directed to request the attention of the Board to 
section 16 of the 6 & 7 Viet. cap. 92, from which they will perceive that the alteration 
proposed could not legally be made without the previous consent of the Commissioners; 
and I am to state, that the Commissioners have the subject under consideration ; but 
being doubtful whether any part of the workhouse buildings could, with safety to the in- 
mates generally, be converted into a fever ward, they are not prepared, until the matter 
shall have been duly considered, to give tlieir sanction to such an arrangement as that 
proposed by the guardians for the accommodation of fever patients ; though the Commis- 
sioners hope to be able, without delay, to indicate some plan which will meet the concur- 
rence of the Board of Guardians for the object desired. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Edenderry Union. • 



No. 17097. 

Extracts from Guardians’ Minutes, 16 September 1843. 

Resolved, That the Guardians did advertise for tenders for removing certain portions of 
the idiot wards, for the purpose of converting them into fever wards, previous to applying 
to the Commissioners for their approbation: That now, having ascertained the expense to 
be very trifling, and that according to the opinion of the medical officer, there would not be - 
any danger of contagion, the Guai'dians therefore forward their plan and estimate, and 
submit to the consideration of the. Commissioners the expediency of sanctioning the pro- 
posed arrangement, as by so doing two fever wards, having no direct communication with, 
the main building, would be gained at a trifling expense, each capable of containing from 
14 to 16 beds, having together a capacity of 11,000 cubic feet, and calculated to afford 
wholesome respiration to 45 persons, more, probably, than will ever be in them at any one 
time. 

I give notice that I shall propose the above resolution on next board day. 

16 Sept. 1843. (signed) Patrick Lacy. 

Note. — Mr. Lacy withdrew the above notice on the 23d Sept. 1843. 

34^. H Resolved) 
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Resolved, That the clerk he directed to call a full meeting of the Board of Guardian 
on Saturday next, to take into consideration the propriety of converting the idiot ward^ 
into fever wards for the union at large. 

Proposed by John Pirn ; seconded by John Watson. — Passed, L. L. Dames. 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to write to the Commissioners to state that th 
Board having received tenders for the necessary alterations of the idiot wards into a fever 
hospital for the union, now find that the expense of all such alterations would be about 
3 1. for the accommodation of about 44 patients, and the Guardians feel that such an alter- 
ation would be not only desirable, but also perfectly safe and convenient. 

Proposed by Mr. P. Lacy - seconded by John Pirn. — Passed. 



Letter from the Commissioners in reference to the foreo-oing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 26 Sept. 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Edenderry Union on the 16th instant, and with reference to the reso- 
lution expressive of the guardians’ opinion as regards the propriety of altering the idiot 
wards in the workhouse, for the accommodation of poor persons labouring under fever 
the Commissioners have directed me to state, that the responsibility of sanctioning any 
alterations in workhouses for the purpose of receiving persons afflicted with fever having 
been imposed upon them by the 16th section of the 6 & 7 Viet. cap. 92, they have oiven 
the matter the consideration due to its importance, and have been advised that it woufd be 
inconsistent with the safety of the other inmates of the workhouse to permit any part 
of the present building to be appropriated for the reception of fever patients. 

A due regard for the health of the inmates of the workhouse generally must therefore pre- 
vent the Commissioners from giviug their sanction to the alteration proposed to be made 
in the workhouse of the Edenderry Union; but I am at the same time to state, that the 
Commissioners will be glad to lend every assistance in their power in providing other accom- 
modation for the purpose required near the workhouse, in such manner as the tmardians 
may deem most desirable. 0 

I am, &c. 

The Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Edenderry Union. 



ENNISTYMON UNION. 



No. 3141, 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, of 9 February 1844 . 

Mr. Macnamara gives notice that he will, on this day week, move an application to the 
Poor Law Commissioners, to have a portion of this workhouse allocated to a fever hospital. 



No. 3647. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 16 February 1844 . 

Proposed by John Macnamara, seconded by Thomas Cahill: 

Resolved, That a committee of three members of our Board, namely, Mr. Morony, Mr. 
Macnamara, Mr. O’Dwyer, and the two medical gentlemen, attend on this day four weeks 
lor the purpose of considering what portion of the house could be made available for the 
use ot a lever hospital, and the report be laid before the Board this day month. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing Resolution. 

T _ . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 21 February 1844; 

c r , HE -\. 00r Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
ot uruardians of the Ennistymon Union, on the 16tli instant, containing a resolution relative 
ho 'tj ,P ro P ose ^ a PP ro P r iation of a portion of the workhouse for the purpose of a fever 



Ihe Commissioners are most anxious to meet the views of the Board of Guardians in all 
cases where they can do so consistently with safety, and the rules which they have found it 
necessary to lay down for their guidance ; but they are assured that the objections to the 
conversion of a part of the existing workhouse into a fever hospital, viz. the danger of spread- 
ing contagion among the inmates of the workhouse, and the risk of exciting popular preju- 
ice against the workhouse relief, are of sufficient importance to warrant them in withhold- 
ing their sanction from any arrangement by which it is contemplated that a portion of the 
eX TV. m r< W ° r - °' USe accommo( Ution should be appropriated as a fever hospital. 

. ® Commissioners, however, are quite alive to the necessity which exists for providing 

sui a e accommodation for the reception of fever patients iu those unions in which no fever 
accommodation is at present available. 

With 
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With this view, the Commissioners have in othw • -i , 

tioned the erection of an out-ward upon the workhouse site ai ? y circumstanced, sanc- 
sent building as will prevent the danger and inp™™,' 86 Slte > at such distance from the pre- 
of a portion of the existing workhouse to the receptioToftwfl^ 0 ” ^ a PP , '°P riatioa 
other dangerous contagious disease. If the guardians conside it dS““hl“ S * fever or 
ward for this purpose, under sections 3 r ) and%n r.f t lfc „® I . ra ^ e to erect aa out- 

sioners will be* glad to co-operatewith them in^iwi^! 16 ft, P °° r Pelief Act > the Commis- 
the Board of Guardians may consider most for tlSr fwTinteestT ^ “ ““ m!mner "' hich 
The Commissioners could furnish three sef=! nf nlarm , 1 • i 1 ' . 

adopted by other Boards ; and if one of them wereretatfed^the h r T<i s ”PP lied lo anlJ 
msl. the necessary specifications and working drawings free ’ofcosf and ^ 2,7“" S /°" ld 
^advertise for tenders for the execution If the wi undet tS^oltS^s™^ 

tion^eT^^^^ (with some addi- 

account'ofprovi^onssr^li^to'B^ fever pafie^^ wouM^aUms^I^^^lf ppcLmnse. 1 ^ The 
house books ; and although under this arranwmpnt tll! 0 u g h regular work- 

in fever, and the strict rules applicable to the admi Jinn ^ fam * Iie ® mi f ht be admitted when 
house might be dispensed witifas 

practically arise therefrom inasmuch a? th* 1, , P atieats > n0 inconvenience would 

Ln tha/to which the OoC m ™tTf 2 l^f:« P XThet 1* ^ ^ 

stnct rules laid down for the guidance of all Boards J Gaaldif blC Inl ® esl ‘“enforce the 
general relief. Guardians regarding admission for 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of i'sienpd^ m ’ 7 ^ . 

Ennistymon Union. (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Ennistymon 

Union. 



No. 4348. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 23 February 1844. 

Hesdved K idl i C .°“ iliine < seconded by Michael Finncane : 

tsr&sfssr of the fevei 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 



”V r - . . PoOT La " r Commission Office, Dublin, 5 March 1844. 

Board of (Lwdknf of IS hlTe “ ‘hem minutes of proceedings of the 

^ “Pies of Plans 

naar 

trSg ? l^ZZ S ° be T e8B ^ ^ Commissioners to be con- 
pare the , y leav ® to 1116 guardians the employment of a surveyor to nre 

a > s0 the “piping of tenders and super- 

^feissrss : 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
Ennistymon Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No. 063?. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, S March 1844. 

The plans of the fever hospital were laid before the Board. No. 3 adopted. 



346 . 
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JSbbbbstvmoh No. 6197. 

E&EX®*. _ , 

Extract from Guardians Minutes, 15 March 1844. 

Mr. O'Gorman gives notice that on this day fortnight the subject of the fever hospital 
•shall be considered, and the clerk be directed to give notice to every member of this Board 
of such intention. 



No. 7448. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 29 March 1844. 

Proposed by Mr. Morony, seconded by Mr. Macnamara, That Mr. O’Gorman’s notice 
of motion be discharged. That we deem the erection of a fever hospital, detached from the 
■workhouse of this union, but in connexion with it, a necessary and useful measure, and that 
the sum of 250/., now in the hands of the Commissioners, be applied to that purpose; and 
that our clerk does write to Mr. John Herbert, architect, to attend the meeting of the next 
Board, to receive instructions for plan, and estimate for the same. 

Moved as an amendment by Michael Macnamara, seconded by Peter J. Owen, That inas- 
much as a sum of 250 /. remains in the hands of the Commissioners, for the purpose of build- 
ing, that the Board are of opinion that the lunatic wards which are unoccupied, can he 
easily made available as an hospital for fever patients, without any risk of contagion to the 
inmates or visitors of the house. We are also of opinion that those divisions of the union 
which are remote from the workhouse, and from which patients could not with safety be 
conveyed, ought not to be made subject to any portion of rate for the building and support 
of such hospital. Upon a poll there appeared for the amendment 2, against it 11. The 
original motion was carried by a majority of nine. 



GOREY UNION. 



Cok-eeUbjon. No. 3365, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 10 February 1844. 

Doctor reported by letter to the chairman, Earl Courtown, that Eliza Kelly, aged 40, 
admitted into the workhouse on Saturday the 3d instant, was found to be labouring under 
-typhus fever. Directed her to be removed immediately into the fever hospital, where she 
now is ; her three children continue free from disease. 

Resolved, That Lieut.-colonel Owen, Mr. Peelon, and Mr. John Bosbidgebe a committee 
to confer with the trustees of the fever hospital, to know on what terms and at what rate 
of expense, yearly or daily, they will receive into the hospital the fever patients of this esta- 
blishment, &c. 



Letter from the Commissioners in reference to the foregoing Resolution. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 16 Feb. 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Govey Union, on the 10 th instant, containing a resolution to appoint a 
committee to confer with the trustees of the fever hospital, to know on what terms and a 
what rate of expense, yearly or daily, they will receive into the hospital the fever patients o 
the workhouse. . 

In reference to this resolution the Commissioners have directed me to state, that tney 
would prefer a payment per head per week for the fever patients ; otherwise they apprehen 
.there may be difficulty in charging the expense of maintenance properly. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Gorey Union. 



No. 3886. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 17 February 1844. 

Report of the Committee appointed to confer with the trustees of the fever hospital. It 
appears, “ Upon an average of the last four years of patients received and discharged from 
the Gorey Fever Hospital, as taken from the books of that establishment, the cost o eac 
patient has been at the rate of 7 s. 6 cl. per week.” . ... 

This charge is recommended and adopted by the Board for all patients received in o 
fever hospital from the workhouse, and to which the trustees of the fever hospital ia 
agreed. 
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Letter to the Board of Guardians with reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 23 Feb. 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Gorey Union on the 17th inst., and have directed me to state 
that they approve of the proposed rate of payment to the fever hospital for patients from 
the workhouse ; viz. 7 s. G cl. per week. 

. _ ^ I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk 

Gorey Union. 



GRANARD UNION. 



No. 1750G, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 25 September 1843, 

Resolved, That the clerk do write to the Poor Law Commissioners, requesting informa- 
tion as to the mode of bringing into operation that part of the Poor Law Amendment Act 
which relates to fever hospitals. 



No. 17487. 



Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 



Gentlemen, Clerk’s Office, Granard, 26 Sept. 1843. 

Ule ab ° Ve m ’ io " t0 re q» est your information 
tajgE* ° perat ‘° n tha ‘ P" of the Law Ameient Act which 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed)^’ ^Bernard McManus, 

Dublm - Clerk of the Union. 



No. 17487, D/43. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reply. 

T Sir \. , , . , Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 30 Sept. 1843. 

rn 1 “aJf • d by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
instant, requesting information as to the mode of bringing into operation that 
P Ti Vr Poor Lavv Amendment Act which relates to fever hospitals. 

lbe Commissioners presume that your inquiry relates only to the 16th section of the Act. 
and in reference thereto I am directed to state, that much will depend upon local circuml 
stances ; as for instance, the existence of a fever hospital in the district, or the want of one- 
and these circumstances should be carefully considered before making any arrangements. * 
ueneially, however, the Commissioners are now prepared to sanction the providing of all 
necessary accommodation for persons ill of fever, or other dangerous contagions disease, 
o, when ill, are unable to pay and provide for the medical assistance and accommodation 
requisite under such circumstances. A large class of persons may be unable to provide 
wemselves with medical assistance and the necessary accommodation when ill (of such 
j~ff r ? us , sease ), who are able to provide for themselves, or in other words, who are not 
oestitute when well j for this class the fever accommodation is intended. The guardians 
,, not be justified m finding medical assistance or other accommodation for those who 
re awe to pay for, or otherwise provide it for themselves; hut for all poor persons in the 
i ° U wbo Provide it for themselves, it is clearly the intention of the Legislature to 

nave it provided by the guardians. & 

Ever* — •" 



r i0n ’ tberefore > Wl11 ultimately have its own fever hospital for its own use (except 
ucn as have a fever hospital at hand); and if the matter is properly and economically 

aged, it is not anticipated that much, if any, ultimate extra expense upon the rates will 

d^tft i u by , , arrangement; because it is self-evident that vast numbers are rendered 

oati * by t le ‘ ataP e fi’ ect s of fever, and other dangerous contagious disease, who, if fever 

Li /I® PropeRy Provided for, and the disease thus kept from spreading, would not be 
dj. e er f 7. destitute. If a man dies of fever, his family often becomes destitute; if a widow 
s ot fever, the children become destitute. 

mpnt= pe nse will, however, depend upon proper arrangement; and the ultimate arrange- 
jn 0 1 ‘ guardians, and the cost of such arrangements, will very much depend upon the 
ggf 1 , n vvlnch they commence. It is clear that no part of the existing workhouses can 
due vp 6 bo be converted into fever wards ; the Com missioners are advised that a 

of th 1 6 lea ^ b tbe inmates must prevent them from sanctioning any alteration 

i mnn ® P res cnt buildings for the purpose, and all will agree that in a matter of so much 
P rtance it is necessary to act upon safe principle. 

H 3 If 
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Granard Union- 
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r Union If the fever wards are erected at a little distance from the workhouse, but upon the work- 

uraisAiid • houge sit6j j t j s cer tain that this part of the establishment might be managed by the officer* 
of the workhouse, with the assistance of course of a regular, good, paid, responsible 

U It is also certain that in this case a proper check could be had over the provisions and 
supplies requisite in such an establishment ; but if a house is hired outside, other paid offi- 
cers must be appointed for its management and control. 

A plain building, two stories high, with windows on each side for ventilation, mio-ht be 
erected at little cost, and in the end it will be far more economical and satisfactory than any 
other course which can be adopted. 

Of course in the admission of fever patients, the strict rules which govern admission into 
the workhouse would not be enforced, or indeed be applicable or necessary. Wives with- 
out husbands, children without parents, and in fact all who are ill of fever, and unable to 
provide or be provided for otherwise, may be received when in fever. 

Before, however, the guardians come to any determination as to the course which they 
may wish to adopt, they would do well to take an opportunity of conferring with the 
Assistant Commissioner on the subject. 

I am, &c, 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Granard Union. 



No. 18107. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 2 October 1843. 

Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners in answer to the guardians’ application, 
requesting to be informed how that part of the Poor Law Amendment Act as relates to 
fever hospitals might be carried into operation, and conveying their opinion on the subject; 
also wishing the guardians to consult with the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner on the 
matter. 

Ordered, That the subject above alluded to stand over until the attendance of the Assis- 
tant Commissioner. , „ 

Note. Mr. Gilbert, Assistant Commissioner, attended the Board of Guardians on the 

11 th October, and several times subsequently ; but nothing appears to have been done in 
reference to the above. 



KILKEEL UNION. 

Kilkeel Union. 

No. 4587, D/44. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Workhouse, Kilkeel, 23 February 1844. 

I have been directed by the Board of Guardians of the Kilkeel Union to request that 
you would furnish them with plans of a fever hospital suitable for this union, to contain 
about 25 beds, and to state the probable cost thereof. 

On reference to the minutes of the meeting of the Board yesterday, you will perceive 
the necessity of providing ; the fever hospital will be brought forward on the 13th Marcli, 
and you will please forward the plans before that time. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) John Boyd, Clei \ 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 28 February 1844. 

The following notice of motion was given. , • ....j-j 

I beg leave to give notice that I will on Wednesday the 13th Marcli nex n g 
the notice of the Board the necessity of providing a fever hospital for this union. 

y F (signed) J. S- Jt«m. 

Resolved, That Mr. Gilbert, the Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, be requested to 
attend the meeting of the Board on the 13th M arch. . . f i ans 

Resolved, That the clerk he directed to apply to the Poor Law Commission r 
of a fever hospital suitable for this union, and of the estimated cost. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 11 ^^jl^Board 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings . t ] ie 

of Guardians of the Kilkeel Union, on the 28th ultimo, containing a resolution mre ^ 

clerk to apply for the plans of a fever hospital suitable for the Kukee > 

estimated cost. In 
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her '^ ’ 1 ™ dlre , Cted ^ ‘ 1,e Commissioners to forward to you three plans*, 
iom which the guardians can select one for adoption. The probable cost is indicated on 
each plan The plans now sent are plans of the arrangement only of the building, and the 
one selected null require to have some detail constructive drawings, and a specififation p“! 
pared, before a contract for the building can satisfactorily be obtained. Scfore these are 
prepared the guardians should determine the position for the building, and any local narti- 
S^edficatifn^ comtractlon wlud i "»7 appear to them necessary to be noticed in 

Under the provisions of the Act it will be necessary for the Commissioners to be con- 
tracting parties, but they will leave to the guardians the employment of a surveyor to mi 
pare the constructive drawings and specifications, also the obtaining of tenders W inner 
mtendence of the bnddmg ; or they will, if the guardians prefer it, pfepare these documents 

and superintend the building through their own architect; but in either case, making the 
contract themselves with an approved contractor whom the guardians may recommend. 

I am, & c. 

(signed) Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
Kilkeel Union. 



No. 5871. 

ExTBiCT from Guardians’ Minutes, 13 March 1844. 
umbn Mr ' M °° re ’ S motion cora ™g before the Board to provide a fever hospital for this 

Doctors 1 M-Uwaine and Reid were examined by the Board and Mr. Gilbert to prove the 
necessity there exists for providing a fever hospital. P ™ 

The plans furnished by the Poor Law Commissioners being examined by the Board it 
IKS resolved. That the Board consider that the estimated cost of providing a fever hospital 
is too >“g e for thjs union and as there is too much accommodation 8 in the hospital 
fcSdV the ' V °, rk !i OU D’ f °V “ n “ miel ' of paupers in the workhouse, that the clerk be 
directed to apply to the Poor Law Commissioners to allow the two wings of the present 
hospital to be taken for fever patients, and to add another story thereto, the entrance to be 
to°be Stopped. ° f ““ bmldm « s > aad ^ communication with the remainder of the hospital 

s ?“ ,t , ed < tha ‘ fbo Eo° r Daw Commissioners had an objection to allowing nnv 
pa t of the hospitals attached to be used for fever hospitals, but the Board considered 5 that 
under the peculiar circumstances of this union being small, and the number of paupers in 
the workhouse being few, they would make an exception in this case. ! 



No. 5937. 



Lettek from the Clerk to the Guardians. 



Gentlemen, Workhouse, Kilkeel, 15 March 1844 

flat -T dlrect ? d b y, lho Boai ' d of - Guardians of the Kilkeel Union to state to von 
hat on considering the sublet of providing a fever hospital for this Union and* on 
flMSaTfm't 6 P / a ?, S thercof fonvardei by you, and the estimated cost, at their meeting on 
this i A Wer !.° f ° P ! nion that ttle amomlt ™q«ired would be too large for 

s union, and they have directed me to apply to you to request your sanction to annvn- 
patients & P ° ltlon of tbe hospital attached to the workhouse for the reception of lever 

piw floTmiu ° f l 11 ? B f arf ° f , Gaard! ? ns is h* 6 ‘be ‘wo wings of the present hos- 
ftereto and female wards) for the treatment of fever patients, to add a story 

afc, * r 1 , do ° 1 ' which coram nnieates with the remainder, and to make the 

SSttid the T ° f by this means no eommmbcabon wrould eSft 

the i , d otbe j part of tile house, and they consider tliat the remaining part of 
“the ^ nDMber ° f 

of corn. jbf° i t0 ' State that tbe medical officet is of opinion that there would be no danger 
>ntogS? tanS oommumcated t0 aI >y of the workliouse by the propofed 

ollctionfr t0 rs* 0 ? tllat Mr - G “ bert stated 10 the Board of Guardians that you had 
taatment oSe vT 8 °f hospitals attached to workhouses to be used for the 

the peculiar eW pa, f“ ts ’ but they were of opinion, that on your taking into consideration 

*orkho^ frS „o M S ° f “i 6 T™ be,, ‘S small > aad «“> ”“ mb er ° f P aa P0 ra » the 
nouse tew, you would consider the present case an exception. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, Sec. 

(signed) John Boyd, 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 



346 . 



H 4 



Kilkeen Union. 



* See copies of 
Plans at end of 
this Return. 
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Kilkeen Union. No. 5871, D/44. 

.. Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 19 March 1344. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Kilkeel Union on the 13th instant, containing a resolution relative 
to the proposed appropriation of a portion of the workhouse of the Kilkeel Union for the 
purpose ot a fever hospital. . 

The Commissioners are most anxious to meet the views of the Board of Guardians in all 
cases where they can do so consistently with safety, and the rules which they have found 
it necessary to lay down for their guidance. 

The commissioners, however, are assured that the objections to the conversion of a part 
of the existing workhouse into a fever hospital, viz. the danger of spreading contagion 
among the inmates of the workhouse, and the risk ot exciting popular prejudice against 
the workhouse relief, are of sufficient importance to warrant them in withholding their 
sanction from any arrangement by which it is contemplated that a portion of the existing 
workhouse accommodation should be appropriated as a fever hospital. 

The Commissioners fully admit that the circumstances of the Kilkeel Union are peculiar, 
and they would gladly accede to the wishes of the guardians, if they felt it safe so to do; 
but the Commissioners enclose an extract from a report which they have received from an 
eminent medical officer on the subject, and they feel convinced that the guardians of the 
Kilkeel Union will concur with the Commissioners in the opinion that they would not be 
justified in sanctioning any arrangement which involves the risk of life. 

The Commissioners, however, are quite alive to the necessity which exists for providing 
suitable accommodation for the reception of fever patients in those unions, in which (as at 
Kilkeel) no fever accommodation is at present available. 

With this view, the Commissioners have, in other unions similarly circumstanced, 
sanctioned the erection of an out ward upon the workhouse site, at such distance from the 
present building as will prevent the danger and inconvenience attendant upon the appro- 
priation of a portion of the existing workhouse to the reception of those labouring under 
fever or other dangerous contagious diseases, and the Commissioners will be glad to 
co-operate with the guardians in carrying out their wishes by erecting an outward upon the 
workhouse site, according to one of the plans already transmitted to them. 

The Commissioners would furnish the necessary specification, and working drawings, 
free of cost, if required ; and the guardians could then advertise for tenders for the execu- 
tion of the work under their own 'control and supervision, and ivould probably borrow the 
money to be paid off by three or five yearly instalments. 

It is obvious that under this arrangement the present staff of officers (with some addition 
to the salary of the medical attendant) would be sufficient for the management and super- 
vision of the department, with the addition of a good responsible paid nurse. The account 
of provisions supplied to the fever patients would all pass through the regular workhouse 
books, and although under this arrangement parts of families might be admitted when in 
fever, and that the strict rules applicable to the admission of inmates to other parts of the 
workhouse might be dispensed with as regards this class of patients, no inconvenience 
would practically arise therefrom, inasmuch as the fever hospital would be a distinct 
building, apart from that to which the Commissioners feel it necessary, for the public 
interest, to enforce the strict rules laid down for the guidance of all Boards of Guardians, 
regarding admission for general relief. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Kilkeel Union. Chief Clerk. 



Enclosure in the above Letter. 

The defective nature of my suggestions may in some measure be accounted for, b) a 
consideration of the innumerable obstacles to the attainment of a perfect system 0 
accommodation for fever patients in the workhouse under existing circumstances, an 0 
the preservation of the healthy inmates from the consequences of infectious disease. 

Under the arrangements contemplated, it may be possible to separate those laboun g 
under fever from those affected with other complaints, but it will be quite impossi e 
prevent infection extending from the diseased to the healthy inmates of the house. 

So long as fever is in the house, no matter what part of it, so long no inmate 0 
house can feel perfect immunity from disease. Fever cannot be circumscribed, 
influence limited by a stone wall ; it may be retarded or accelerated, according to a van . y 
of concomitant causes ; the susceptibility of some persons to febrile disease, or their p 
of resisting it; atmospherical vicissitudes, or epidemical constitutions of the aw _ j 
conspire in doing so ; but so long as you have one case in the house, you cannot ca 
upon what part of the house, however remote, the second may occur in. i is p 
may be verified by a reference to facts known to many members of this Board. . j. 

From which it follows of a consequence, that whenever fever prevails t0 ^limited 
without doors, we are sure to have it within; and when once there, it canno e 
to this or that division of the building. 

Note. — The Guardians subsequently coQsented to add fever wards as suggested. 
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KILRUSH UNION. 



Kilrush Union. 



No. 23263, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 20 December 1843. 

A check for 1 1 7 s. 1 1 d. was drawn in favour of tie treasurer of the fever hospital, cost 
of five fever patients remo ved thereto from the workhouse, which sum is placed to the 
credit of the treasurer, and debited as follows : — 

Kilmurry electoral division - - _ . _ _ 1 ^ ^ 1 

Union at large (including cost of coffin) 4 s. - - - 2 3 10 



No. 4135, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 21 February 1844. 

Ordered, That the sum of 18s. 7 \d. be paid to the treasurer of the fever hospital, the 
cost or two paupers sent therefrom to the workhouse, and that the same be charged to the 
Kilrush and kildysart electoral divisions. 



LARNE UNION. 



Larne Union. 



No. 1316, D/44. 

Extracts from Guardians’ Minutes, 17 Jauuary 1844. 

Read letter from Edward Senior, Esq., dated 15 January 1844, stating that he would 
attend at the meeting of the Board of Guardians on the 7th day of February next. 

Ordered, That the clerk do give notice to each guardian, that on that day will be taken 
into consideration the propriety of establishing a fever hospital in connexion with the union 
workhouse. 



No. 2810, D/44. 



Report from Mr. Senior, Assistant Commissioner. 



Gentlemen, Larne, 7 February 1844. 

I enclose a resolution this day adopted by the Board of Guardiahs of the Larne Union, 
and I have to request that the Commissioners will forward to the Board of Guardians, with 
as little delay as possible, the necessary plans and specifications. I am aware that there 
are objections to furnish specifications, but the adoption of the measure depends on it, and 
I should apprehend that the Lurgan specifications are applicable. 

The plans should be on the most economical scale, but capable of enlargement. 



The Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, See. 

(signed) Edward Senior. 



Resolution accompanying the foregoing Report. 

Proposed by S. Darcus, Esq., and seconded by Geo. Whittle, Esq., That a fever hospital 
be built on the workhouse grounds for the reception of any of the inmates of the house, or 
such poor persons as may be afflicted with fever, capable of containing 40 beds. Tenders 
to be received on the 6th March next. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 9 Feb. 1844. 
The Poor Law Commissioners have received from their Assistant Commissioner, Mr. 
senior, a communication, in which he requests that plans and specifications for the erection 
01 a fever hospital in connexion with the workhouse of the Larne Union may be forwarded 
to the Board of Guardians, and the Commissioners have accordingly directed their architect 
to prepare and send the requisite specifications with as little delay as possible. 

T I am > &c. 

the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Larne Union. Chief Clerk. 

346. I 
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Further Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the fore°-oin<r 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 20 Feb 1844 

With reference to your letter of the 7th instant, I am directed by the Poor Law C 
missioners to forward to you the enclosed plan and outline specification for the erectfe" 
of a fever hospital in connexion with the workhouse of the Larne Union together with 
a copy of a memorandum made by the architect, for the guidance and assistance of th* 
Board of Guardians. e 

I am, &c. 

The Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore 

Lame Union. Chief Clerk. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

The plans and general outline specification prepared for the Larne Fever Hospital have 
been prepared as fully as practicable. 

It will be necessary for the guardians to fix the position of the building, and the level of 
the floor, and whatever drainage may be necessary in the position fixed on. 

The contract under the Acts should, as a matter of form, be made with the Commis- 
sioners, and the work will be executed under the superintendence of any competent person 
selected by the Board of Guardians, who will in fact take care that the buildino- is executed 
as economically and in as perfect a manner as possible. The Commissioners leave to the 
guardians the appointment of an architect or surveyor to direct the execution of the works 
or to superintend their progress, and certify for payments, if they prefer appointing some 
local person to leaving this duty to the Commissioners’ architect. 

The guardians should therefore determine this point, and be prepared to name the person 
to superintend the work, in order that his name may be inserted in the contract ; and also 
that of a third person, to act as umpire, in case of any dispute arising out of the. buildino- 
contract. 

20 February 1844. (signed) Geo. Wilkinson. 



No. 5423. 

Extracts from Guardians’ Minutes, 6 March 1844. 

The following tenders were laid before the Board for the erection of a fever hospital : 



£. s. d. 

John Murphy, jun. ------- 650 - - 

William Ferguson ------- 595 6 5 

Dixon & M'Cambridge ------ 578 - - 



Resolved, That the tender of Messrs. Dixon & M'Cambridge, to the amount of 578 1., fer- 
tile erection of a fever hospital, be accepted ; and that Mr. Lanyon, county surveyor, be 
requested to superintend the building, and to perfect the specifications ; to receive three 
per cent, on the outlay, inclusive of all charges. 

Resolved, That the site of the fever hospital be the following : the centre of the rear of 
the main building to be midway between the extreme end of the male idiot ward and the 
old Glen arm road ; the building to face the lough; arrangements for the building, and all 
kinds of detail, and communications from Mr. Lanyon, be referred to a committee, consisting 
of Mr. M'Gavel, Mr. Whittle, and Mr. Casement. 

Resolved, That the tender of Messrs. Win. M'Clelland and Hugh M'Keavy, to the 
amount of 7 l., for building side walls to piers, and building a pipe at 20 s. per statute perch, 
be accepted. 

Resolved, That the offer of the Belfast Banking Company, to advance 600 1. for the 
building of the fever hospital, at five per cent, per annum, be accepted, agreeable to their 
letter to Mr. Senior. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 11 March 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings 01 
the Board of Guardians of the Lame Union, on the 6th instant; and with reference to the 
resolution, accepting the tender of Messrs. Dixon & M'Cambridge to erect a fever hospital 
on the workhouse site, and to employ Mr. Lanyon to superintend the building and prepare 
the specification, I am directed by the Commissioners to forward to you the enclosed torm 
of contract and bond for the due completion of the work. 

I am, &c. 

The Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Larne Union. Chief Clerk. 
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No. 5873. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Sir, Union Workhouse, Lame, 34 March 1844. 

I have received a letter from Mr. Lanyon, county surveyor, who is to superintend the 
building of the fever hospital, requesting me to send the plans and specification to him, to 
enable him to prepare the working drawings for the contractor. 

I beg you will inform me, for the information of the committee, whether the plans which 
have been sent down are the working plans, or will it be necessary for Mr. Lanyon to pre- 
pare them ? In the meantime I have sent the plans to Mr. Lanyon. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Thos. M. Atkinson, 

To A. Moore, Esq. Chief Clerk. Clerk of the Union. 



Letter from the Commissioners in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 18 March 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 14th instant, relative to the plans of the fever hospital proposed to be erected in 
connexion with the workhouse of the Larne Union, and to state that the plans sent, and 
which were estimated from, are drawings suitable for both contract and working drawings ; 
but it is possible Mr. Lanyon may prefer making working drawings, and using the ones 
which are estimated from as the contract ones only. 

I am, &c. 

The Clerk to the Guardians, Larne Union. (signed) A. Moore , Chief Clerk. 



LIMERICK UNION. 



No. 5941, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 13 March 1844. 

Resolved, That one of the back stores be forthwith prepared for fever patients. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 19 March 1844. 

With reference to a resolution contained in minutes of proceedings of the Board of 
■Guardians of the Limerick Union, that one of the back stores be forthwith prepared for 
fever patients, I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to state, that with every 
desire to accede to the wishes of the Board of Guardians in this respect, they feel it to be 
their duty to withhold their sanction to any arrangement by which a part of the existing 
workhouse buildings are to be appropriated for the reception of fever patients. The Com- 
missioners are assured that the objections to such a course, viz. the danger of spreading 
contagion among the inmates of the workhouse, and the risk of exciting popular prejudice 
against the workhouse relief) are of sufficient weight to warrant them in this course. The 
Commissioners have directed that an extract from the report of an eminent medical officer, 
made to the Board of Guardians on a similar proposition, and which is strongly confirma- 
tory of the Commissioners’ views, be forwarded herewith, for the information of the 
guardians of the Limerick Union ; and they feel assured that the guardians will concur 
with them in opinion that they would not be justified in sanctioning an arrangement which 
involves the risk of life. 

The Commissioners, however, are most anxious to aid the Board of Guardians in bring- 
ing into operation the benevolent provisions of the Irish Poor Law Amendment Act, in 
regard to the relief of persons afflicted with fever, in every way in which they can do so 
consistently with safety ; and although they feel it necessary to withhold their assent to 
the arrangement now proposed, and the guardians may not consider it requisite or desirable 
■to incur the expense of building detached fever wards on the workhouse site, they are at 
liberty, under the 15th section of the Amendment Act, to send poor persons in fever from 
the workhouse to a fever hospital, and to maintain such poor persons, while there, out of 
the poor-rates. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Limerick Union. Chief Clerk. 



Extract referred to in foregoing Letter. 

The defective nature of my suggestions may in some measure be accounted for, by 
•a consideration of the innumerable obstacles to the attainment of a perfect system of 
accommodation for fever patients in the workhouse under existing circumstances, and to 
die preservation of the healthy inmates from the consequences of infectious disease. 
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Under the arrangements contemplated, it maybe possible to separate those labour 
under fever from those affected with other complaints ; but it will be quite impossibl 
prevent infection extending from the diseased to the healthy inmates of the house. & l ° 
So long as fever is in the house, no matter what part of it, so long no inmate of the li 
can feel perfect immunity from disease. ouse 

Fever cannot be circumscribed, or its influence limited by a stone wall ; it may he reta 1 1 
or accelerated according to a variety of concomitant causes : the susceptibility of some * ^ 
sons to febrile disease, or their power of resisting it ; atmospherical vicissitudes or epidenf" 
cal constitutions of the air, may conspire in doing so ; but so long as you have’ one case in 
the house, you cannot calculate upon what part of the house, however remote, the second 
may occur in. This opinion may be verified by a reference to facts known to many members 
of this Board. 

From which it follows of a consequence, that whenever fever prevails to any extent 
without doors, we are sure to have it within; and when once there, it cannot be limited to 
this or that division of the building. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 27 March 1844. 

Resolved, That the following be appointed a committee to inquire into the arrangements 
necessary for a fever hospital attached to the workhouse, and report to the Board viz. : 
Mr. Cullen, Mr. Walnut, Mr. Brodie, Drs. Geary, Griffin, and Sir Richard Franklin,’ with" 
the two medical officers of the establishment, to meet at 1 2 o’clock on Friday next. 

Note. — The guardians have since applied for, and been supplied with, plans for the addi- 
tion of a fever ward. 



LISBURN UNION. 



No. 21846, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 28 November 1843. 

The report of the visiting committee was read, and orders were made thereon as 
follows : 

It stated that one case of fever was now in the house, and that the doctor recommends 
that no paupers should be allowed to leave the house and return to it till the contagion is 
got under. 

The doctor reports that the child of the woman in fever had also been this morning 
attacked by it. 



No. 21846, D/1843. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sh'i Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 4 Dec. 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Lisburn Union, on the 28th ultimo, and with reference to 
the recommendation of the medical officer therein recorded, that in consequence of there 
being fever in the house, no pauper should be allowed to leave the house or return to it 
until the contagion is got over, I am directed by the Commissioners to state that the adop- 
tion of this recommendation might interfere with that relief to the destitute which is 
actually necessary ; and as fever cases must often occur in the Lisburn Union, the Com- 
missioners wish the guardians to consider whether it will not -be best to make some perma- 
nent arrangement, whereby such cases may be properly provided for in future, either by 
sending patients to the fever hospital, near to the workhouse, and paying for their main- 
tenance therein, under the 1 5th section of the Irish Poor Law Amendment Act, or by 
making such provision under the 16th section as may appear to the guardians to be most 
for the interest of the union. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Board of Guardians of the Lisburn Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 22325, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 5 December 1843. 

Also one on the subject of fever patients. 

It was resolved, That all patients who cannot be accommodated in the workhouse shall 
be sent to the fever hospital, and paid for there, in future. 
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IISMORE UNION. 

No. 21965, D/43. 

ExTKioi from Guardians’ Minutes, 29 November 1843 . 

Notice of motion. 

this Board our ’intention of^pSybg^tluc/S^ 111 *f tb'"”® n " der tbe cw,5ide ration °f 
considered necessary, should "^ ^ » y ** union as maybe 

reception and medical treatment of fever patiente in Lif" 8 '," “t otl ?S a >>°ose for the 

8 & 7 Viet. c. 92 . patients, in conformity with the provisions of the 

(signed) John Lang. 

onh“ <C h ' J Clerl ‘— 0n tlle <% re fe"ed to in the above notice no person appeared to move 



LONGFORD UNION. 

No. 16585, D/43, 

Extracts from Guardians’ Minutes, 9 September 1843. 
a “? Sa “ a T <h. instant, propose that 

o1fh?»|^^ 

sal^y Toh’a^ear^vriUi^ions^^^poi^^^t^^be 



g . r lMT ™ 10 tbe Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

TmT’Poor Law Commissioners W tad" SrSS °? ce ’ Dabli ”. 16 Sept. 1843. 
the Board of Guardians of the Longford Union on thfstT*' 110 ? ”l“ ntes of proceedings ot 
proposing to appoint a paid nurse for the infirmarv in contamin S a resolution 

per annum ; a notice of motion also appeal's on V™Su?efV ; workho “ s ?> a ‘ a salary of 10 f. 
to receive persons labouring under fever, in pursuant ofthe 1,ous<! be 1,ired 

The Commissioners have also had before them +i, Q v & 7tb v ict. c. 92, s. 16 . 

° n t - heSe matters > from which it appeamE Assistant 

^ Prine&foSr'r 

vid^d ail ernmg^mem im^^de^fo^tover^fmtiento '^s^p^roimse^ ° U g t0 *d C Board ’ fL at; pro- 
house a paid nurse will doubtless be requisite in the QiW ’ mdependeil % °f the wrnk- 
pahents and the pressure in that particular in the woiXf S ■ 1 ° a PP r ?P n ated for such 
ml doubtless be found that the services of a paid nurse ™"uT Iary be,ng removed, it 

" dh ’. “ y case such an agreement should be made with”,? 10 ” 56 mily be dis P e " sed 
appointed as nurse tender, as would render a cp raP ,* a ade with the person who may be 
unnecessaty. ’ °' Ua a 5e P arafe appointment for either establishment 



To the Cleric to the Guardians, 
Longford Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) .d. Moore, Chief Cleric. 



No. 17350. 



Extract from Minutes, 23 September 1843. 

That™ 8 ®? b X Mr. Carbery, and seconded by F. B. Edgeworth Esq 
providing suSetctSaS £ ^ ^ “““ ° f 

The following persons were elected to meet at 10 o'clock on Saturday next. 

A. O’Beirne, 

George Corcoran, 

John O’Beirne, 

Thos. Gregory, Esquires. 



Chris. Carbery, 

F. B. Edgeworth, 
George Elvers, 
James Farrell, 



346. 



And the Chairman. 



Lismore Union. 



Longford Union, 
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Longford Union. 



■o COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 

No. 17915, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 30 September 1843. 

T chairman of tire committee appointed on last day of meeting, to consider the best 
means of providing for fever patients, laid before the Board the following report:— 

Ynnr committee beg leave to report that it is their opinion, that though a provision for 
the reception of the numerous fever cases that occur m the neighbourhood is most neces- 
ve P t that, as it is understood that there is a likelihood of a bill being passed by the 
Legislature next sessions to regulate the medical chanties of the whole country, your 
committee consider it expedient to wad for the passing of that bill before commencing any 
new building or going to any great expense. 

Yonr committee beg to state, that after an accurate inspection of the premises, they you- 
- , fL; 5 „nth-east wing of the present pool-house, where the idiot ward now is, might, 
be rendered fit for the reception of fever patients, °and 
Sat thef thSk it would be expedient to do so. They find that the number of idiots in the 
bouse is so small that they might all be put in the wards at the other side of the house. 

Your committee consider that all that would be necessary on the present occasion to 
obiect would be, to build up the door which now communicates with the 
ml and to make a closed door on the archway to the back, also a lath and plaster 
nsrSion at the top of the stairs, so as to out off from the landing-place a room appropriated 
£ io^descent patients; also’to open a skylight for lighting the stairs; also to after the 
windows in the lower room so as to adm.t proper ventilation; also to make a suitable fire- 
place in the room now called the keeper’s room, for kitchen purposes. 

(signed) F. B. Edgeworth, Chairman. 
John O’Beirne. 

George Corcoran, m.d. 

James Farrell. 

George Elvers, m. d. 

- *• 

^Th^^e population^f^liir unton exM^U^SSjOOO^that the present house does n °t afford 
accommodation to any more than the destitute poor that may require relief from time to 
time • that there is sufficient ground waste upon the south-eastern point of the land outside 
of the boundary wall of the workhouse to build a fever hospital on, quite distinct and free 
from any communication with the workhouse, and capable ol affording relief contemplated 
kXL "““he Legislature, 6th k 7th Viet. c. 92 ; that we respectfully recommend 
that the Commissioners will sanction and order a portion of the waste ground to 
for the erection of an hospital capable of extending the relief above referred to. We also 
send herewith a rough sketch of a building, npon a small scale, which may at any period 
hi extended to meet the increased wants, if such be necessary, there being no fevei ho.pital 

iQ ThI Crfa^sTidment having been put to the Board by the chairman, the report was 
adopted by a majority of 16 to 5. 

Copy rough sketch of hospital referred to in minutes of proceedings on the 30th September. 

(sinned) E. Rooney, Clerk, Longford Union. 



Fever Hospital. 



1 t — 1 

Kitchen with 
room over 




Entrance to Wards 


JV?1 


2 

waii | 


3 


1 

over 
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No. 17915, D/43. 

Letter from the Commissioners i 



i reference to the foregoing. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dubhn, 13 Oct 1.843 of 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minu es ° . V rep0V t of 
the Board of Guardians of the Longford Union on the 30th ultimo, ^“^S/dation 
the committee appointed to consider the measures to be taken to pi reference to 

for fever patients, under the provisions of the flth & 7th Viet. c. - , Coinmissione rs 

the proposition to convert a portion of the workhouse into fevei wai > have 
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TO THE BOARDS OF GUARDIANS IN IRELAND. -x 

have directed me to state, that after much deliberation tw hi 

of opinion that no part of the existing workhouse can, ’wK&W to' a? he”! t “/ Lonoroan tW. 

inmates generally, be adaDted for tl^ „r r._ ' ■ satet y to the health of the 

a matter°of so much importance it UnecSrv to iotou F^f 48 ’. A1 ' vilIa S ree that in 

sioners have accordingly, in the exercise of the WC n i P unci P e ’ and the Commis- 
legislature, declined taction “ P<m th ' m by the 

of the present workhouse for the reception of fever S ^ a PP rop nation of parts 

the geneva, rule in the case of the .vorkionseV^Yon^ {$** ^ ^ fr ° m 

Board of Guardians of another union, expressive of the Tom.? *® y have . addressed to the 
to the provisions of the 6th and 7th ^ T*"* 

for persons labouring under fever. respect to providing accommodation 

I am, &c. 

(signed) C. Walmisley, Erst Clerk. 



Cofy Enclosure in the above Letter. 

I am directed bv the Pee, r „ P °r. r Ll " 9 0mmlssil >n Office, Dublin, 30 Sent. 1843 

letter of the 26th instant, requesting info^Sn’Mto'Sie 1 ™^''''^ 4115 receipt ° f youl ' 

that part of the Poor Law Amendment Act which relates to fevLwSs”® m ‘° ° Pel ' a4i °“ 

Ac^rxTcTsri^dLTa ° p ^ 

cumstances, as for instance, the existence of a fever Tv. de P end upon local cir- 

ST' 411686 **■“*“- sh »"' d ba consid^ed 1 before making ” 

to sanction the providing 

disease, who, when ill, are unable to o?v 3 T J 7 her , contagion! 

modation requisite under such circumstancfs P A wTckls^f* 08 ' a5s>stanc « ™ d a 'com- 
provide Ihemselves with medical assistance ' (t lar g e class of persons may be unable to 
such dangerous disease) who are able to provide for i' cessa ,‘ y accommodation, when ill, (of 
not destitute, when well. For “ s StW Z themselTes ’ ” othCT »«*, who are 
guardians would not be justified in findffiu meffiSr^T"™ 0 ^” is intel,ded - Tlla 
those who are able to pay for or otherwise provide It fra'S” 06 °f oth fT a cc™™mdation for 
sons in the union who cannot nrovide , FI T , 6 , “ e “ se ves ! bnl a « P°or per- 

Levislature to have it pSed ^the gua^7ant ^ “ 18 cl6Mly *>“ ° p ‘he 

snch as y iiave° a fe? hospital “it'hmd), 'm™ if the mat l!'°S“ UI f °l ‘ t8 7" use (““f 4 

destitute by tile fatal elects of fever and otheldal^-o" 14 *7 TaSt n “ mbers are rendered 
patients are properly provided for and tho j; c f, eiou , s contagious disease, who, if fever 
rendered destitute. ^ f a man dies o? fera- h s femil A P 1 fr ° m Sp ? adin & WOuId ba 
dies of fever the children become dcstimte Y ° f46n WmeS d6Stltule ’ if a widow 

meal 6 K gullhns'^f Ihe^cort , 7°”, pmp “ i “ d tba ultimate arrange- 

mode whicS they commence It is e7eS 7“ , very ”? noh de P end "P° a * a 

safely be permitted to be combed into fell wards The Onm^. 6 ™ 14 '” 8 workbo “ se ? 

iiSS35gES33SS 

yCreqS n i^h ^ t a hired 6 oSt s rti°“ S a i 

»tc^ must be appointed for its management and control 8 d6 ’ ° 4h6r pa ' d 

erretedat litlhT 1 ^. tw0 st . or ‘ es b ’gh> with windows on each side for ventilation might be 

a "y other co“ree wtic“ cair” be Lfopted ^ * -e economical and satisfa^h- 

the workhouse ^uMnj be “ f / ever , patie “‘ s . *» strict rules which govern admission into 
husbands -*i 0t * en(orced > or indeed be applicable or necessary ; wives without 

vide “t’ 6 “S 7 r th °?‘ para,t8 ’ and «“* a !‘ who are ill of fever 2d unable to pro- 
Befmo ,P ro lded *° r otherwise, may be received when in fever. F 

may Wish to IdZ’ they woffid 7 " °T, ? y determiaatb »' aa «« course which they 
ant 1 Commas subjtot! W “ “PP^.ty of conferring with the Assist- 

T am &c. 

346. (signed) A Moore, Chief Clerk. 

1 4 
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72 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 

Longford Union. No. 18865, D. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 14 October 1843. 

Resolved unanimously, That the Poor Law Commissioners be respectfully requested to 
have prepared by their architect, as soon as possible, a plan of building adapted for the 
accommodation of fever patients, the guardianshaving agreed to adopt their suggestion, and 
erect an hospital at the extremity of the south-east side of the workhouse ground . In preparing 
the plan the guardians request the architect to bear in mind that there is no fever hospital 
in the union ; at the same time their wish is that the building should be erected in the 
cheapest manner possible, but sufficient to carry out the intention of the Legislature, as 
explained in the copy of the letter addressed to another Board by the Commissioners, 
and read this day. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 
gj r Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 17 Oct. 1843. 

The 5 Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Longford Union, on the 14th instant, and have forwarded 
a copy of the resolution relative to the provision of wards for fever patients, under the 
provisions of the 6th & 7th Viet c. 92, to their architect, with a request that he will prepare 
the necessary plans. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) C. Walmisley, 

Longford Union. First Clerk. 



No. 22049. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 2 December 1843. 

Proposed by Mr. Carbery, and unanimously adopted : 

That a period of nearly two months has elapsed since an application was made by the 
guardians of this union to the Poor Law Commissioners, to direct their architect to furnish 
a plan and specification for a fever hospital, capable of affording relief to those suffering 
under that dreadful disease ; which plan and specification we regret has not yet been fur- 
nished. We therefore respectfully request that the Commissioners will direct their archi- 
tect to forward them without further delay, as fever, we are sorry to say, has spread to a 
considerable extent in this, as well as several other electoral divisions of the union. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 7 Dec. 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Longford Union on the 2d instant, and have directed me to forward to 
See copies of Plans you herewith, for the information of the guardians, plans of a fever hospital which have 
at end of tins been prepared by the Commissioners’ architect. 

Return. When the guardians shall have selected one of the plans, the Commissioners, on the 

plan being returned to this office, will direct the necessary specification of the works to be 
prepared. The Commissioners at the same time request the guardians’ attention to the 
letter addressed to them on the 13th October last on this subject. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) A. Moore, 

Longford Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 22513. 

Extract fiom the Guardians’ Minutes, 9 December 1843. 

Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, forwarding three plans for a fever hos 
pital, and stating that the specifications would be prepared as soon as one ot them 
adopted by the guardians. » 

Resolved unanimously, That we adopt the plan No. 1, with an addition to the lengt^ 
the house of 20 feet ; as the guardians are unanimously of opinion that from the ex ®n 
this union, and the prevalence of fever, it would be desirable to have the house so _ ^ 
larger. The guardians also wish that the wards on the ground floor should be divi 
as to accommodate convalescent patients, and that doors should be made frohi t i 
valescent wards at the rear of the building into the yards. . . 

Resolved, That the Poor Law Commissioners’ architect be requested to farms i p ^ 
cations for tire plan No. 1, with the additions above referred to, without delay ; ‘ 

he he also requested to give the guardians some idea of the probable expense of the i o> 

• with enclosed yards, See. See., which will assist them in contracting for its erection. ^ 
Resolved, That in consequence of the great inconvenience felt in this union tor 'j^o-ed 
a burial place attached to the workhouse, (the deceased paupers at present .° e 

to he sent through the entire town to the churchyard), as well as the great a ^ 
additional ground would be for a site for the fever hospital about to he erected, =^ anSp 
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TO THE BOARDS OF GUARDIANS IN IRELAND. 



dians are induced to apply to Lord Longford, with the hope that taking into consideration 
the high rent already paid foi' the workhouse plot, and the purposes for which a small 
increase of land is required. Ins Lordship will, with his usual generosity and benevolence 
direct his agents to add to the ground already rented by the guardians, a small portion 
containing about half an acre, situated at the rear of the workhouse, and formerly part of 
the field. The guardians are the more anxious for this addition, from the fact of the 
situation being so desirable for building a fever hospital upon ; and as it will be a county 
hospital, and built on his Lordship’s estate, the guardians feel confident that he will not 
refuse their application. 

Ordered, That the clerk be directed to forward a copy of the above resolution to Lord 
Longford, and one to Messrs. Stewart & Kincaid, with a respectful request for an early 
answer to the application, as, from the prevalence of fever at present in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Longford, as well as in other districts, the guardians are most anxious 
that no time should be lost in erecting the hospital. 



Longford UNio»r 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 19 Dec. 1843 . 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Longford Union on the 9th instant, and have directed me to request 
that the plans of a fever hospital forwarded to you some time since may he returned the 
plan selected by the guardians being marked accordingly, in order that the architect ’may 
prepare the specification and make the alterations in the plan required by the Board of 
Guardians. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Longford Union. 



No. 23161. 

Lexter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Longford Union, 20 December 1843. 

1 have to acknowledge receipt of your communication this day, requesting the plans of 
a lever hospital, forwarded some time since, may be returned. 

1 beg to state that on the 11 th instant I posted the Plan No. 1 , marked as the plau 
adopted by the guardians, directed as usual, I therefore trust it will be found in the office • 
the other two plans I send by this post. 5 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed )*' Edw. Rooney, 

&c. &c. &c. Clerk to the Union. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reply. 

T Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 21 Dec. 1843 . 

c., A& L d ‘[ eCted ^ die P° or baw Commissioners to acknowlege the receipt of your letter 
ot the -0th instant, and to state that the plans referred to have been received in their archi- 
tect s office ; the plans having been forwarded to that office, the Commissioners would not 
in the ordinary course of business be informed of their receipt, which occasioned their 
writing to you on the subject. 

t m 1 , t, I am , &c. 

lo the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Longford Union, Longford. 



No. 23363. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 23 December 1843 . 
f rom M^srs. Stewart & Kincaid, stating that the Earl of Longford will have 
afrl P !? acced , iu g V the request ofthe S uardiails for additional ground to erect 
Wfptr 1 UP ° n ’ bUt that at preS6nt he is UOt tlis P° sed to grant an y ground for a 

f01 R r lved ’ T , hat } he wann thanks of this Board be hereby given to the Earl of Longford 
ffivino P /° mp i a “ d generoas “ anner he lias responded to the wishes of the guardians in 
11 ee °* rent, a site for the fever hospital about to be erected, and that as regards the 
enter •’ • Boa , rd h°P e that liis Lordship may at some future period be induced to 

the nV °,. ei r views, both as to its being a matter of convenience to the institution, and 
he ev^ e V°i n f i- dl T S P a ,y °f funerals it wall prevent, at which it is possible contagion may 
extended to Ins Lordship s tenantry in the town and neighbourhood. 

Stewart St^ncaid 16 f ° reg ° ing resolu tion be forwarded to the Earl of Longford and Messrs. 
346. mCai * K 
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74 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 



Longford Union. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 5 Jan. 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings" of 
the Board of Guardians of the Longford Union, on the 23d ultimo, containing a resolution 
expressive of the thanks of the Board for the liberal gift of the Earl of Longford of a piece 
of ground, rent-free, for the site of the proposed fever hospital. 

In reference thereto, I am directed to inform the guardians that it will be necessary that 
the site of the fever hospital should be conveyed to the Commissioners, and whenever the 
exact site shall have been determined upon the Commissioners will, on receiving the 
requisite information, cause the proper deed to be prepared. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Longford Union. 



No. 2472. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of 3d February 1844. 

Ordered, That the clerk be directed to advertise for contractors to build the fever hos- 
pital, according to the plans and specifications prepared by the Poor Law Commissioners’ 
architect. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 14 Feb. 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Longford Union on the 3d instant, containing a resolution 
directing the clerk to advertise for proposals from persons who may be desirous to contract 
for building the fever hospital, according to the plans and specifications prepared by the 
Commissioners’ architect. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners have directed me to state that, inasmuch as the 
contract for the work must, under the provisions of the Irish Poor Relief Acts, be made in 
the names of the Commissioners, the tenders which may be received in pursuance of the 
advertisement, made according to the resolution of the guardians, should be forwarded to 
the Commissioners, with a copy of any resolution which the Board of Guardians may pass, 
adopting one of the tenders. The Commissioners will then direct the preparation of the 
necessary contract to be entered into by the builder whose tender may be adopted. 

I am at the same time to request that the Commissioners may be informed by what 
architect or surveyor the Board of Guardians wish the building to be superintended. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Longford Union. 



Letter to Mr. Gilbert , Assistant Commissioner. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 14 Feb. 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration your observations on the 
minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Longford Union on the 3d instant, 
on the subject of tire proposed advertisement for tenders from persons who may be desirous 
of contracting for building the fever ward to the workhouse ; and the Commissioners have 
directed me to forward herewith, for your information, a copy of the letter which has this 
day been addressed to the Board of Guardians thereon. The Commissioners are of opinion 
that they may legally adopt any architect or builder, either chosen by themselves or nomi- 
nated and selected by the guardians. 

I am at the same time to request that you will take the necessary steps for obtaining the 
consent in writing of a majority of the whole of the members of the Board of Guardians to 
the expenditure of such a sum as it is estimated will be sufficient to cover the expense or 
the additional building proposed. 

When the guardians have determined on the tender to be accepted, this estimate can be 
made at once, and you will probably be enabled to obtain the consent of the guardians a 
the meeting at which they examined the tenders. „ 

The Commissioners, on receiving the consent, will issue an order to the Board of Guar- 
dians to raise or borrow the sum required. 

A form of consent is enclosed herewith. 

I have, &c. 

W. J. Gilbert, Esq. (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

See. &c. &c. 
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TO THE BOARDS OF GUARDIANS IN IRELAND. 

Longford Union. fa Agoing letter. 



We, the undersigned guardians of tile poor of the Longford i 

to the expenditure of a sum of money not exceeding the sum off ’ ^ C ? n , ent 

directed to be expended by the Poor Law Commissioners for thl „ > to be expended, or 
land, for building thereon an additional building to be used hereaftfr l, P urcbas . m | 
the workhouse of Longford Union, and for the nuroose of &S part a f ld P arcel of 

building as aforesaid. ’ 6 pUrpose of buildm S the ^on such additional 

Witness our hands hereunto subscribed at the respective dates hereunder mentioned 



Date of Signature. 


Signatures of Guardians. 







No. 411, D/44. 



Report from Mr. Wilkinson. 



Longford Union. 

Gentlemen, ArcMtecFs Offlce, T ' L “ W . F ommiaa ‘ OT > 

In submitting to the consideration of your Board the plans for a fever hosnital 
to be erected for the Longford Union, I /eg state that ?h“have 

sanctioned ^ FetiUeSt ° f t ie guardians, and I have to recommend that the increased size be 

A specification of the scantlings of the timbers, and other constructive details, are on the 
dravnugs, and I beg to recommend then being sent to the Board of Guardians, that they 
may make arrangements for obtaining tenders for the execution of tire work- it will h™ 
ever, first be necessary that the guardians determine on the particulars of constructan 
aftermentioned namely, t he kind of floors to be laid, the description of masonry, ai“ the 
mode in which the internal wails of the rooms should be finished, whether w th brick 
linings or otherwise. It will also be required that arrangements be made relative to the 
terms on which the contract should be made, and the money advanced to the contractor as 
well as for the snpcnntendence of the works; and as all these matters are necessary to 
insure a satisfactory result, I am of opinion that the architect or surveyor whom the filar 
dims may engage to direct the works, and to certify for the payments to be made to the 
contactors, should be the person to introduce these particulars into the clauses of the 
specification which will have to be made for binding the contractor to execute the works 
in a sound and proper manner. 5 

■ To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Wilkinson. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

T Sir > . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 20 Jan. 1844 . 

i am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to forward to you herewith, to be laid 
Delore the Board of Guardians of the Longford Union, a copy of the Report which the 
Commissioners have received from Mr. Wilkinson, their architect, on the plans of the fever 
ward proposed to be erected on the ground attached to the workhouse. 

1 am, at the same time, to enclose the plans and specifications thereon, referred to in that 
report, and to request that the Board of Guardians will consider whose services they will 
employ as architect or surveyor. J 

Iip fin 9° mm , JSSloners concur witb Mr. Wilkinson in thinking that the specification should 
capacity U? ° y ^ perSOn whom tlle guardians may determine on employing in that 

T I am, &c. 

to the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore , Chief Clerk. 

Longford Union. 



No. 3160. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 10 February 1844. 

THAT - tlle P r °P osaIs to be received for erecting the fever hospital be taken into 
consideration on Saturday the 2 d March next. 1 

34b- K 2 



Longford Union. 
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76 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 

No. 3655. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 17 February 1844. 

Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, stating that as the contract for building 
the fever hospital must be made in their names, that the tenders to be received should be 
forwarded to them, together with any resolutions which the Board of Guardians may come 
to on the subject; also requesting to be informed by what architect or surveyor the guardians 
wish the building to be superintended. 

Resolved, That it is the wish of this Board that the Poor Law Commissioners’ architect, 
Mr. Wilkinson, may superintend the building, and that the clerk be directed to forward to 
him a copy of the specification, in addition to that on the plans, for his approval ; it is also 
the wish of the Board that the clerk of the union be directed to act as clerk of works, under 
the direction of Mr. Wilkinson. 



No. 4877. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 2 March 1844. 

The several proposals for erecting the fever hospital and the entrance gates and wall 
having been taken into consideration, it was 

Resolved, That the proposal of Mr. George Cowan for building the fever hospital for the 
sum of 621 1. he accepted, subject to his signing such contract as may be prepared by the 
guardians and sanctioned by the Poor Law Commissioners, the work to be executed to 
the satisfaction of their architect, Mr. George Wilkinson. 

Resolved, That the proposal of John Clarke and John Mullen be accepted, to build the 
boundary wall, and erect the gates, for the sum of 120 Z., subject to their signing such con- 
tract as may be prepared by the guardians. 

Messrs. Clarke & Mullen having refused to build the wall, unless they got the contract 
for the hospital, it was 

Resolved, That Mr. George Cowan’s proposal for same, for the sum of 149 1. 10 s., be 
accepted, subject to the same conditions as those resolved upon with reference to the 
fever hospital. 

Resolved, That a consent for the expenditure of a sum of money, not exceeding 1,000 Z., 
for the purpose of purchasing land, for building thereon an additional building, to be hereafter 
used as part and parcel or the workhouse of the Longford Union, be signed by the 
guardians present, and by as many other guardians as will constitute a majority of the entire 
guardians of the union. 

Resolved, That Mrs. Farrelly may be allowed the sum of 5 Z., on her giving up posses- 
sion to such person as may be authorized to receive same by Lord Longford’s agents, of 
that portion of the field at the rear of the workhouse ground now occupied by her. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 8 March 1844. 

Referring to the minutes of the proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 
Longford Union, on the 2d instant, I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to 
request, that you will forward to them the tenders which have been accepted for building 
Jhe fever ward and boundary wall. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Longford Union. 



No. 5528. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Longford Union, 9 March 1844. 

I send you herewith the accepted tenders for the fever hospital and boundary wall, 
which I would have forwarded with the copy of the minutes of the 2 d instant, but waited tor 
arrangements to be entered into between the guardians and the contractor, as to the mode 
of payment. When such arrangements are settled upon and signed by him, I shall forwar 
the document without delay. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Edward Rooney, . 

Clerk of the Union. 

Note. — Tenders referred to architect, who, considering the amount of the accepted tenders 
reasonable, forwarded to the guardians specification and drawings, to be signed as those 
referred to in the contract. 
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Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

I hereby propose to build and complete the fever hospital, at the back of Longford 
Union workhouse, according to the plans and specification of George Wilkinson, esq., 
architect to the Poor Law Commissioners, for the sum of six hundred and twenty-one 
pounds sterling (£.621.) 

„ „ , __ . (signed) Geo. Cowan. 

Longford, 1 March 1844. 



Letter to the Clerk to the Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 15 March 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 9 th instant, and to forward to you herewith a form of articles of agreement 
and bond to be entered into by the contractor for erecting the fever ward and boundary 
wall, &c. at the workhouse of the Longford Union. 

When the bond shall have been executed, you will be good enough to forward it to this 
office, in order that a copy may be filed. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Longford Union, Longford. 



No. 6030. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 16 March 1844. 

Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners, forwarding a contract and bond, to be 
perfected by the contractor for the fever hospital and boundary wall and his sureties. 

Ordered, That the clerk be directed to have the bond and contract perfected, according 
to the agreement entered into with Mr. Cowan, and signed by him. 



LURGAN UNION. 



No. 22514,D/43. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Lurgan, 9 December 1843. 

I am instructed by the Board respectfully to direct your attention to the resolution on 
the accompanying minutes of the 7th instant, relative to the appropriation of a portion of 
the workhouse for the reception of fever patients, * * • * * 

and to request your suggestions thereon. 

I have, & c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Thomas Pentland, 

Dublin. Clerk to the Union. 



No. 22514. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, referred to in the foregoing Letter. 

Read a letter from John Hancock, esq., the treasurer and secretary of the dispensai-y, 
•enclosing the following resolution of the governors thereof at their annual meeting, held on 
21st November last, the Rev. Hamilton Dobbin in the chair: 

“ Resolved, That we regret to find fever to be on the increase in this district, and that 
we think some steps should be taken to appropriate a part of the workhouse for the recep- 
tion of poor persons afflicted with this disease, and that our secretary be requested to call 
the attention of the Board of Guardians to the provisions contained in the Amended Poor 
haw Act for effecting this desirable object. 

“ Resolved, That it appears to this Board that infectious fever prevails to a considerable 
extent in this union, and permission is therefore requested from the Poor Law Commissioners 
to appropriate a part of the workhouse as a fever hospital.” 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 13 Dec. 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the 
■Board of Guardians of the Lurgan Union, on the 7th instant, containing a resolution relative 
34 6 - k 3 to 



Longford Union. 



Sec forms com- 
prised in the Lur- 
gan correspond- 
ence, pages 8i and 

83. 



Lurgan Union. 
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7 8 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 

Lurgan Union, to the proposed appropriation of a portion of the workhouse of the Lurgan Union for the 
purpose of a fever hospital. 

The Commissioners are most anxious to meet the views of the Board of Guardians in all 
cases where they can do so consistently with safety, and the rules which they have found it 
necessary to lay down for their guidance. 

The Commissioners, however, are assured that the objections to the conversion of a part 
of the existing workhouse into a fever hospital, viz. the danger of spreading contagion 
among the inmates of the workhouse, and the risk of exciting popular prejudice against 
workhouse relief, are of sufficient importance to warrant them in withholding their sanction 
from any arrangement by which it is contemplated that a portion of the existing workhouse 
accommodation should be appropriated as a fever hospital. 

The Commissioners, however, are quite alive to the necessity which exists for providing 
suitable accommodation for the reception of fever patients in those unions in which (as at 
Lurgan) no fever accommodation is at present available. 

With this view the Commissioners have, in other unions similarly circumstanced sanc- 
tioned the erection of an out-ward upon the workhouse site, at such a distance from the 
present building as will prevent the danger and inconvenience attendant upon the appro- 
priation of a portion of the existing workhouse to the reception of those labouring under 
fever or other dangerous contagious disease. If the guardians consider it desirable to 
erect an out-ward for this purpose, under ss. 35 & 36 of the Poor Relief Act, the Commis- 
sioners will be glad to co-operate with the guardians in carrying out their wishes in the 
m ann er which the Board of Guardians may consider most for their own interests. 

The Commissioners could furnish three sets of plans, which have been supplied to and 
adopted by other Boards, and if one of them were selected, the Commissioners would 
furnish the necessary specifications and working drawings free of cost, and the guardians 
could then advertise for tenders for the execution of the work under their own control and 
supervision, and would probably borrow the money, to be paid off by three or five yearly 
instalments. 

It is obvious that under this arrangement the present staff of officers (with some addition 
to the salary of the medical attendant) would be sufficient for the management and super- 
vision of the department, with .the addition of a good, responsible, paid nurse. The account 
of provisions supplied to the fever patients would all pass through the regular workhouse 
books, and although under this arrangement parts of families might be admitted when in 
fever, and the strict rules applicable to the admission of inmates to other parts of the work- 
house might be dispensed with, as regards this class of patients, no inconvenience would 
practically arise therefrom, inasmuch as the fever hospital would be a distinct building, 
apart from that to which the Commissioners feel it necessary for the public interest to 
enforce the strict rules laid down for the guidance of all Boards of Guardians regarding 
admission for general relief. 

#**#*#*# 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Lurgan Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 22867. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 14 December 1843. 

Ordered, That the clerk be directed to acknowledge the receipt of the letter of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, and to request them to forward the various plans for fever hospitals, 
and the estimate for each. 



Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Lurgan, 15 December 1843. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 13th instant, No. 22514, D/43, in reference to a fever hospital being built 
on the workhouse ground, and respectfully to request that you will forward for their con- 
sideration the plans mentioned therein as adopted by other unions, together with the 
estimates for same. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Thomas Pentland, 

Dublin. Clerk to the Union. 



No. 22867, D/43. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 20 Dec. 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of tlie 
Board of Guardians of the Lurgan Union, on the 14th instant, containing a resolution 
requesting the Commissioners to forward to the Board of Guardians plans for the erection 
of a fever hospital in connexion with the workhouse. . 
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fe T er hospitals, and to V? t mwtngS for L ™ GA “ Ustrov. 



tenders for the work to be at once prepared enable the guardians to procure 

The estimated cost of the buildings is marked on the plans. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, • * am > & c - 

Lurgan. (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 

No. 23271. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 21 December 1843, 

Mr. Hancock gives notice that on this dav fortnight ],» ™n a 

hospital be built on the workhouse grounds. ^ ^ - w moye ^at a suitable fever 

No. 444, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 4 January 1844 

that the Poor Law Commissioners be requested to forward wo,l * ou se grounds, and 

cations for the erection thereof, in 

Amendment moved by Mr. Porter, seconded bv Mr P Mbv dwttb. r ?n possible, 
ofttetaiding of a fever hospital in conneXwithto^oorhout faS 

tl.^pSXcaS ti,ed by the c “ Bti,1 S The original motion was 



No. 376, D/44. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, -r, 

I|AH directed by the Board of Guardians to reouest th»7° 4 18 «- 

furnish them, at your very earliest convenience with th« Z% U 8? 0< * enough to 

the working plans and drawings requisite for the Vreetir, ie „ est ? nate > specification, and all 
plan No. if Irwarded to the gfrVrEtom yoarX?” ° f * 3i ”S * 

ffcn^o^s^grotmdf^n^a^fever^is^ery^rnnch'on^tlm ino >llrSUa ^ Ce .v^ sa * d Pi® 11 011 

rations to commence with the least possible defay. CaSe in this union, they are 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. n<mm Poland, 

Clerk to the Union; 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in. reply. 
t> ' 1 Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 17 Tan i ha a 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, Lurgan Union, (signed™’ & fir(/«r Moore, 

® n ’ Chief Clerk. 

Architect’s Observations referred to in the foregoing Letter. 

« Wldfn/for Srii r !T n ? bl % 40 ‘ ho preparation of plans and specifications of 

'■PatSdXuf.X ■ to , 136 made ’, md the work t0 be exe cuted under the 

X pXff ,t° f ’ ““S' “- Prefeyrona 1 person, who wiU throw all blame on the architect 
Pl»o P anS oXe .SXf 0n t lf .“; ythmg ¥ "l' 011 ® or ladl y executeL I wiU prepare a 
Kspectfullv to f s P ecliiea l““. 1>«‘ it cannot he done under 10 days or a fortnight. I beg 
titulars should bf hSTT 1 ttal *1 , o!au , ses for binding the contractor and the local par- 
S | lemattXX„ t h l b lf r ^ g 6 d i ytheperS0ntlle S uardia ns may employ ; for mJess 
I complete t, ® “°S ethea Ieft *° ‘>“8 office t0 arrange tile contract, it will not Be possible to 
piete the documents so as to ensure a satisfactory result. 

346 1844 ‘ (signed) George Wilkinson, Architect. 
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80 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 

No. 846. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 11 January 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners to be requested to furnish the specifications, estimate, and 
working drawings of fever hospital, on plan No. 1, with all possible despatch. 



No. 845, D/44. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Lurgan, 12 January 1844. 

The Board have directed me most respectfully to request that you will be good enough 
to order that the working plans, estimates, and specifications necessary for the erection 
of the fever hospital to be built here may be sent with all convenient despatch. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Pentland, Clerk to the Union. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



No. 1461. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 18 January 1844. 

Resolved, That our clerk issue an advertisement in a Belfast and Newry paper, and also 
in the Dublin Advertiser, for tenders for the erection of a fever hospital, according to the 
plans and specifications in his hands, and that handbills to the same effect be posted 
throughout the union. Sealed tenders to be sent in on or before the 7th of February. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to consist of Lord Lurgan, Messrs. Hancock, 
Green, Porter, M'Carlin, Dolling, and Ruddell, to read over the specification, and make 
such alterations therein as they may deem necessary, and that they have power to select 
the site. 



No. 1868. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 25 January 1S44. 

The committee for choosing the site and amending the specification for fever hospital 
made the following report, which was received and adopted by the Board of Guardians : 

“ The committee met and revised the specification, and they have selected as the site of 
the new fever hospital that portion of the grounds behind the workhouse now occupied as a 
manure stand and as a grave-yard, in the south west of the premises.” 



No. 3162. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 8 February 1844. 

We, the undersigned, members of the Board of Guardians of the Lurgan Poor Law 
Union, recommend that a fever hospital be erected on the workhouse grounds, and hereby 
authorize the expenditure of the money, under the Act 1 & 2 Viet. c. 56, s. 36. — Lurgan, 
chairman; Charles Douglas, Thomas Waring, Francis F. Forde, William Johnston, 
Edward Berwick, John Hancock, Robert Dolling, Thomas Milsop, David Love, James 
Brown, Jackson Clarke, Nelson Ballick, D. C. Gitty, Josh. Chinty, Coslett Waddell, 
Joseph Hall Boyd, George Greer. 

Resolved, That the following guardians be a committee, for the purpose of superintending 
the erection of the fever hospital, with full powers to take whatever steps may be necessary 
to forward the work ; three to form a quorum, and to meet when convened by the clerk ; viz. 

Lord Lurgan, Messrs. Douglas, Hancock, Green, Dolling, Boyd, Forde and M'Carlen, 
The clerk to request from the Poor Law Commissioners a form of contract wherewith to 
bind the contractor for fever hospital. 

(signed) Thomas Pentland , Clerk to the Union. 



No. 3161, D/44. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Lurgan, 10 February 1844. 

I have the honour to report for your consideration that Mr. James Phelan has 
declared the contractor for building the fever hospital at this workhouse, and that i • 
Arthur Forde has been appointed the clerk of works, to be paid a sum of 25 1 tor 
services when the work is completed ; and I have to request that you will be good enou 0 
to favour me with a form of contract wherewith to bind the contractor aud his sureties. 

I have, See. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Thomas Pentland, 

Dublin. ° Clerk to the Union. 
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Letter to the Board of Guardians in reply. 

Sir, . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 14 February 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 1 Oth instant, and, in compliance with your request, to forward to you the enclosed form 
of contract for erecting a fever hospital on the workhouse site. I am, at the same time 
to call your attention to the blank left for the name of the arbitrator to be appointed in the 
event of dispute ; this blank should be filled up with the name of the architect of the Poor 
Law Commission, or such other architect as the guardians may think proper to name 
prior to the completion of the document. 

I am also to forward to you a form of consent to the erection of the building, and the 
expenditure of the sum necessary for the purpose, which should be signed by a majority of 
the whole number of guardians, and then returned to the Commissioners, who will there- 
upon issue an order authorizing the guardians to raise or borrow the amount required. 

I am, &c. 

TV fti 1 * a. n. J- T TT • ( si g ned ) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

io the Clerk to the Guardians, Lurgan Union. 



Enclosures in foregoing Letter. 



Articles of Agreement made the day of , in the year of our Lord one 

thousand eight hundred and between the Poor Law Commissioners 

of the one part, and of the other part. 

The said doth hereby, for himself, his heirs, executors, and 

administrators, covenant, promise, and agree to and with the said Commissioners for the 
being* that lie the said , his executors or administrators,, 

shall or will, for the considerations hereinafter mentioned, and in conformity with the dates 
hereinafter set forth erect, build, and completely cover in and finish, upon the premises at 
aforesaid, according to the specification, and subject to the clauses or 
conditions therein contained, and agreeable to the several drawings prepared for such pur- 
pose, and which said specification and drawings are severally verified, by the signature of 
the said thereto, as the drawings and specifications referred to by 

this agreement. And also do and perform and execute, or cause and procure to be 
done, performed, and executed, all and singular the works also mentioned in the said speci- 
fication and drawings, the same to be done and completed within 

and in a good, workmanlike, and substantial manner, with such materials and under such 
regulations as are contained in the aforesaid specification, to the satisfaction of , 

who is to superintend the erection of the said building, such satisfaction to be testified by 
a writing or certificate under the hand of the said 

And also shall and will find and provide such good, proper, and sufficient materials of all 
kinds whatsoever as shall be proper and sufficient for erecting the said buildings ,• such of 
the said materials as are mentioned in the said specification, or on the said drawings afore- 
said, to be of the qualities and descriptions therein mentioned, and shall and will completely 
finish the said works. It is also agreed between the said Poor Law Commissioners and the 
said , that he the said . shall and will restore, 

.rebuild, and replace all injury, loss, or damage that may be, accrue, or be occasioned to the 
building by fire or otherwise (except when occasioned by public riots or by lightning). 

And it is further agreed by and between the said parties, that if the said , . 

• his executors or administrators, shall in any manner neglect or be guilty of any delay what- 
soever in building and completely finishing the said buildings and works as aforesaid, or shall 
in any manner whatever deviate from, or not comply with, the aforesaid specification and 
drawings, or any or either of them, and the said shall certify the 

same by writing under his hand, and the said Commissioners for the time being shall cause 
notice in writing of such neglect or delay to be given or left at the place of abode of him 
the said , his executors or administrators, or on the premises, and the 

said , his executors or administrators, shall not, according to the direc- 
tion of the said , complete the said buildings and works according to 

the said specification and drawings, within the space of ' days after such notice given 
or left as aforesaid, then and in any such case it shall be lawful for the said Commis- 
sioners for the time being either to make and enter into a contract with any person or 
persons whom they, the said Commissioners, may think proper to contract with, for the 
completion of the said building, or of any part thereof, or for the performance of all or any 
part of the works remaining unfinished ; or through their architect or otherwise, to purchase 
proper and sufficient materials, and also to employ a sufficient number of surveyors, agents,.. 
ana workmen, to finish and complete the said works ; and also that the said Commissioners 
for the time being shall and may deduct or retain to themselves the cost of such materials, 
and all such sum and sums of money as they shall pay to such surveyors, agent, and work- 
men for the completion of such works, and all expenses which the said Commissioners for. 
the time being shall incur or be liable to in entering upon such new contract as aforesaid, 
or in any way in consequence of such default on the part of the said 
his executors or administrators, out of the money which shall be due to the said , 

346. L his 
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Now the condition, of the foregoing obligation is such, that if the said f 

their executors or administrators, or some one of them, do and shall in all things well and 
truly observe perform, fulfil, and keep all and every the covenants, clauses, conditions, and 
agreements in the said hereinbefore recited articles and specification contained or referred 
to on the part of them the said , their executors and administrators, to be 

performed, fulfilled, and kept, according to the true intent and meaning thereof, and of the 
parties thereto, then and in such case the foregoing bond or obligation shall cease and 
become null and void, and of none effect ; otherwise, to be and remain in full force and 
virtue in law. ... c 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence ot . 



To , Gentleman, Attorney of HerJVIajesty’s Court of Queen’s Bench in 

Ireland or to any other Attorney of the same Court, or to any Attorney of any other 
Her Majesty’s Courts of Record in Ireland, Great Britain, or elsewhere. 

These are to authorize and appoint you, or any of you, to appear for me, , 

at the suit of the Poor Law Commissioners, their successors or assigns, and confess judg- 
ment as of term, or of any other term or time whatsoever after the day of the 

date hereof, with stay of execution until a breach or non-performance on the part of 

their executors or administrators, of some or one of the covenants, clauses, 
or conditions contained in certain articles of agreement, bearing date the _ 
and made and concluded, upon, by, and between the Poor Law Commissioners ot the one 
part, and of the other part, shall happen or take place m the said Court 

of Queen’s Bench, or any other of Her Majesty’s courts of record in Ireland, Great Bri- 
tain, or elsewhere, by acknowledging the action, or otherwise upon a declaration there to 
be filed against me upon a bond for sterling, bearing date the , 

conditioned for the true and faithful performance by the said , their execu- 

tors or administrators, of all and every the covenants, clauses, conditions, and agreements 
on their part contained and agreed to be performed, fulfilled, and kept, in and by the said 
therein in part recited and hereinbefore mentioned articles of agreement; and for your, or 
any of your so doing, this shall be your sufficient warrant and discharge. And know all 
men by these presents, that I, the said , do hereby for myself, and my heirs, 

executors, and administrators, authorize you, or any of you, to remise, release, and tor 
ever quit claim unto the said Poor Law Commissioners, and their successors and assigns, 
all and all manner of error or errors, or misprision of error or errors, or erroneous proceed- 
.ings whatsoever that are or may be in the said judgment or the proceedings thereupon. 
Witness my hand and seal the day of 18 . 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of ■ 



No. 3892, D/44. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Lurgan, 20 February 1844 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of a bond for one surety for fulfilment of contract tor 
-erecting fever hospital, and on submitting it to the committee, they are of opinion that as 
there are two sureties a second bond is requisite. I shall feel obliged by your forwarding 
-another form, that all may be perfected at once. 

I have, See. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Tkos. Pentland, Clerk to Union. 

Dublin. 



Letters in reply to the foregoing. 

I. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 21 February 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your e er 
of the 20th instant, requesting to be furnished with another form of contract and bona 
■erecting the fever hospital in connexion with the workhouse of the Lurgan IJ mon, an 
■ state that the draft from which the copies already sent to you were prepared not being n 
in the office, the Commissioners are unable to forward you copies by this night s pos , 
they will do so immediately on the drafts being returned by Mr. Senior, to whom ey 
"been forwarded. If the documents are required to be completed at once, you shou c 
copies to be made from those already forwarded to you ; but the bond may easi y 
altered as to render the sureties jointly and severally bound for the amount whic m y 
. inserted in the bond. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) ^ r ^ tW p^°fQierk. 

Lurgan Union. ie 
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Sir, 



With reference to your lette rflhf bytFoortaw 

SSSSrf ?£Z£$T the enclosed copiK of the ~ and b°o„d z 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
Lurgan Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Arthur Moore, 



Chief Clerk. 



No. 4068, D/44. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Lurgan, 22 February 1844 

* our , e r, b y the receipt of your communication of yesterday. No. 3892, D/44 ’in 

answei to my letter of the 20th instant, wherein I had written for another copy of bond 
““ committee thought the printed one I had received was not designed for two 
Ster t?e n I h LT ra °V h T a rea °y copied, and the committee have now Irdered me to 
to that ‘ le ,W ° S " retieS 

I have, &c. 



lo the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Dublin. 



(signed) 



Thos. Pentland, 

Clerk to Union. 



No. 4237. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 22 February 1844. 



Ordered, That during the present unfortunate pressure of illness, Dr. Bell be instructed 
to make use ot the two probationary wards for convalescent fever patients, and that the 
clothes of all fever patients, after washing, he baked in the fumigating oven. The building 
committee met, and selected the site of the new building as marked out by Mr. Forde, the 
clerk of works, on the workhouse grounds. 



No. 6032. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 14 March 1844. 



Me. Dolling gives notice that on this day fortnight he will move that the salary of the 
medical attendants be increased 10 l. per annum. 

Ordered That chlorate of lime be more freely used in all the wards where fever patients 
are or have been. r 



No. 6032. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Slr > . . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 27 March 1844. 

Ihe Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
ot guardians of the Lurgan Union, on the 14th instant, and with reference to the notice of 
motion to increase the salary of the medical officer of the workhouse, I am to request that 
you whl inform. the Commissioners whether the proposed increase is intended to meet the 
additional duties consequent upon the fever hospital ; if so, the Commissioners will not 
otter any objection. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Lurgan Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 7341. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 28 March 1844. 

Resolved, That the Board, contemplating the additional duties of Dr. Bell, consequen 
from tlh^date” 06 **“ fe,er tospilal > tave a K reed to inaraaa e his salary 10 1 . per annun 

346. t , 
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Lurgan Union. 
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Slotrgan Union. 



Now, the condition of the foregoing obligation is such, that if the said > 

their executors or administrators, or some one of them, do and shall in all things well and 
truly observe, perform, fulfil, and keep all and every the covenants, clauses, conditions, and 
agreements in the said hereinbefore recited articles and specification contained or referred 
to on the part of them the said , their executors and administrators, to be 

performed, fulfilled, and kept, according to the true intent and meaning thereof, and of the 
parties thereto, then and in such case the foregoing bond or obligation shall cease and 
become null and void, and of none effect ; otherwise, to be and remain in full force and 
virtue in law. 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of . 



To , Gentleman, Attorney of Her Majesty’s Court of Queen’s Bench in 

Ireland, or to any other Attorney of the same Court, or to any Attorney of any other 
Her Majesty’s Courts of Record in Ireland, Great Britain, or elsewhere. 

These are to authorize and appoint you, or any of you, to appear for me, , 

at the suit of the Poor Law Commissioners, their successors or assigns, and confess judg- 
ment as of term, or of any other term or time whatsoever after the day of the 

date hereof, with stay of execution until a breach or non-performance on the part of 

, their executors or administrators, of some or one of the covenants, clauses, 
or conditions contained in certain articles of agreement, bearing date the , 

and made and concluded, upon, by, and between the Poor Law Commissioners of the one 
part and of the other part, shall happen or take place in the said Court 

of Queen’s Bench, or any other of Her Majesty’s courts of record in Ireland, Great Bri- 
tain, or elsewhere, by acknowledging the action, or otherwise upon a declaration there to 
be filed against me upon a bond for sterling, bearing date the , 

conditioned for the true and faithful performance by the said , their execu- 

tors or administrators, of all and every the covenants, clauses, conditions, and agreements 
on their part contained and agreed to be performed, fulfilled, and kept, in and by the said 
therein in part recited and hereinbefore mentioned articles of agreement; and for your, or 
any of your so doing, this shall be your sufficient warrant arid discharge. And know all 
men by these presents, that I, the said , do hereby for myself, and my heirs, 

executors, and administrators, authorize you, or any of you, to remise, release, and for 
ever quit claim unto the said Poor Law Commissioners, and their successors and assigns, 
all and all manner of error or errors, or misprision of error or errors, or erroneous proceed- 
ings whatsoever that are or may be in the said judgment or the proceedings thereupon. 
Witness my hand and seal the day of 18 . 

Signed, sealed, and delivered in presence of . 



No. 3892, D/44. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Lurgan, 20 February 1844. 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of a bond for one surety for fulfilment of contract for 
-erecting fever hospital, and on submitting it to the committee, they are of opinion that as 
there are two sureties a second bond is requisite. I shall feel obliged by your forwarding 
•another form, that all may be perfected at once. 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Thos. Pentland, Clerk to Union. 

Dublin. 



Letters in reply to the foregoing. 

I. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 21 February 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 20th instant, requesting to be furnished with another form of contract and bond tor 
erecting the fever hospital in connexion with the workhouse of the Lurgan Union, and o 

• state that the draft from which the copies already sent to you were prepared not being now 
in the office, the Commissioners are unable to forward you copies by this night’s post, bu 

• they will do so immediately on the drafts being returned by Mr. Senior, to whom they nave 
been forwarded. If the documents are required to be completed at once, you should cause 
copies to be made from those already forwarded to you ; but the bond may easily be so 
altered as to render the sureties jointly and severally bound for the amount which may 

. inserted in the bond. 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
Lurgan Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) AWhrJgg^ 
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85 



w™ reference to your Ietto “now dieted by SK^Law 

s— n n o? jiS^ssr tte enolosed copie8 ° f the ° f ^ *** 

I am, &c. 



To the Clerk to the Guardians, 
Lurgan Union. 



(signed) 



Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No. 4068, D/44. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, T „ „ 

I am honoured by the receipt of your communication of yesterday” No* 389^ D/44 ’ in 
” tb my lette ;; ° f .? e 2 , 0& “**“*. wh “ ei “ 1 h ad Witte? for anoffie copy “bond 
Si? ^Th ’onnmttee thought the printed one I had received was not desi3 for ,w„ 
dto the minted’ ffir n i’T al «?dy copied, and *e committee have now l-dered me to 
so that ^ tW ° SOTetieSWith ‘ he 

I have, &c. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Dublin. 



(signed) 



Tkos. Pentland, 

Clerk to Union. 



No. 4237. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 22 February 1844. 

th n F re8e "‘ “ nf ° rta ? ate P ressurc of illness, Dr. Bell be instructed 
doS^of ell fever ? fAationary .ward, for convalescent fever patients, and that the 
eew??tte ’ f eyer Parents, after washing he haked in the fumigating oven. The building 

clerk ofw„*:%?i:tSlote E gmulI. e M markrf ° Ut by Mr ' F “ de - the 



No. 6032. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 14 March 1844. 



g ’? S - notice *J at th “ fortnight he will move that the salary of the 
meaical attendants be increased 10 Z. per annum. J 

areOThavl’been 1 chl ° mte ° f lime be more freel y used in a]1 the wards where fever patients 



No. 6032. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 



Poo T r. . . Poor- Law Commission Office, Dublin, 27 March 1844. 
of Gnardh, ha ™ h * d before them minute, of proceedings of the Board 

• of the Lurgan Omon, on the 14th instant, and with reference to the notice of 
wn wilHnS 3 ? tt J, 6aIai 7 of tie m ' dl ? aI °® cer " f tlle workhouse, I am to request that 
additional dT» Commissioners whether the proposed increase is intended to meet the 
Xany ‘objection e,Uen 11P °° “ ho T ,,ta b lf so - the Commissioners will not 

I am, &c. 



To the Clerk to the G uardians, 
Lurgan Union. 



(signed) 



Arthur Moore, 
Chief Clerk. 



No. 7341. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 28 March 1844. 



Resolved, That 
on his attendance 
hom this date. 



the Board, contemplating the additional duties of Dr. Bell, 
m the fever hospital, have agreed to increase his salary 10Z. 



consequent 
per annum. 



546 . 



13 



Lurgan Union- 
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No. 7340. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, . Lurgan, 30 March 1844 

In reference to your communication of the 27th instant, No. 6032, D/44 I be°- i e o- 
to inform you that the 10Z. to be added to the doctor’s salary is intended by the Board 
meet the additional duties consequent upon the fever hospital. 

#***#*, # 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Pentland, Clerk to Union. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 10 April 1844. 

With reference to your letter of the 30th ultimo, relative to the proposed increase' of 
10 L per annum in the salary of the medical officer, I am directed by the Poor Law Com- 
missioners to state that they sanction the increase proposed to meet the additional duties 
devolving upon the medical officer, consequent upon the fever hospital. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians (signed) JB. Banks, Clerk 1st Class, 

of the Lurgan Union. 



MAGHERAFELT UNION. 



No. 17284., 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 21 September 1843. 

Resolved, That this meeting is of opinion that it is extremely desirab.c to convert a 
portion of the workhouse to the purposes of a fever hospital, and that the male idiot ward, 
(at present not used) with the addition of one of the upper wards from the male side of the 
infirmary, would afford the most suitable accommodation. 

The entrance from the male yard to be altogether closed and patients admitted from the 
rear of the building. The ventilation of the apartments referred to, to be improved by sub- 
stituting large windows, opening on pivots, for those at present in use ; and as the person 
in custody of the ward will b.e in a most responsible position, and likely subject to infec- 
tion, that a paid nurse be engaged ; also, the arched openings in the idiot wards and at the 
entrance to passage leading to infirm wards be boarded or built up, leaving a door-way. 

Resolved, That a. special meeting be convened, to meet on a day to be fixed by Mr. Senior, 
Assistant Commissioner, to take these subjects into consideration ; also whether a rate may 
be required for the ensuing year, and that the consent of the Commissioners be requested in 
the meantime to the foregoing resolution. 



No. 17284, D/43. 

Letter to Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 27 Sept. 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Magherafelt Union on the 21st instant, and with reference to the 
resolution proposing to convert a portion of the workhouse into a fever hospital, I am 
directed by the Commissioners to request that no steps may be taken in the matter until 
Mr. Senior shall again have had an opportunity of conferring with the Board of Guardians 
bn the subject, ana more fully explaining the Commissioners’ views thereon. 

With regard to the temporary arrangements proposed for the accommodation of fever 
patients, I am to request that you will furnish the Commissioners with more full particulars 
with regard to the house proposed to be hired, the distance it is from the workhouse, and 
the terms on which it is taken. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Magherafelt Union. 



No. 17619, D/43. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Magherafelt Workhouse, 29 Sept. 1843. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 27th instant witn reference 
to the proposal of the guardians to convert a portion of the workhouse into a fever hospital, 
and requiring a more minute description of the premises temporarily engaged for sue 
PU'Poae. j beg 
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I beg therefore to inform you that the house refer™.! +„ . . 

building, 30 feet long by 18 wide, the entire of the . ■ small, thatched, one-story 

glass windows, considerably mutilated, capable of containta/abnrt^^*’ T**'™ ? 0 ° r > 
and situated about 200 yards from the worlthouse. It had been used fwS* f?* 1 ?. 11 **’ 
past for the present purpose, under the sunnnrt anrl ~? r , a considerable time 

estate, hut latterly they have withdrawn then- aid from ;“ age ,i? ent of tlle landlords of the 
the house were at the /ate of 4 1 . per annum and S, 1 ♦ i tel '“ S °* whlch the Y had 
no airangement with the proprietor, I presume they will Save it Tiwme tems! 6 ^™* 0 



To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Dublin. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Robert A.. Duncan, 

Clerk to Union. 



No. 17619, D/43. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reply. 

Sir Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 



To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians 
of the Maglierafelt Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No. 17671. 

ExTRiCT from Guardians’ Minutes, 28 September 1843. 

thepresent fever^ospitai^'be 8 fntrnd^e^d 11 ^** 6 ^.!. 811 ^ ma 7“ ba into 

and the accounts relating to them kmtfn th? hookB “ lf ., Imnates of ‘he workhouse, 
hospital. “ “ m kept 1 the same manner as if patients m the workhouse 



No. 18346. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 5 October 1843. 

‘f « “ P D° rti °? 0f S le ™ 4h »n“ he converted into a fever 
proceeding- °J ^ P °° r Commissioners could be obtained for such 

At . was al , so moved and seconded, that the consideration of the subiect be 
f terl -g«rened discussion, the neeSf a£ded, Sn Vre 
P C e l^ m y U r ty f h ! former, and a majority in favour of the latter motion, 
forelos” a PP r 0 P na te part of the workhouse to the purpose referred to was there- 



No. 20193. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 2 November 1843. 

inquhtfromlb/S 111 i !d r rd 1 . Seni0 , r l esq - Assistant Commissioner, in answer to an 
pmtion of mi h oM° ard W M ° he f oal , d . atlendaB P aa iat meeting, to reconsider the appro- 
p, “sen? ?? ? S workb ™ se bm j d ’”g B to a fever hospital, stating his willingness to be 
present at a meeting on 23d instant for that purpose. B 

subject of nrovtfbnv s S ecial , m “ ti ”S be convened for the 23d instant, to reconsider the 
oHw S d fey® hospital in connexion with the workhouse, the necessity for an 
aPP ” e ' 11 - ”» ***>“*• 



No. 21651. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 23 November 1843. 

be establislfed C ?n proposi ? < * an< ? seconded, that an hospital for the reception of fever patients 
that part of the the union, and supported out of the rates thereof, and 

^3^1 ^ eeD rece i v ed V from S the Xssistont^mm^ssimer,?^ “ c0nnaan ‘ ca ‘‘ 011 *» ^ a ‘ 

L 4 Resolved 



Magherafelt 

Union. 
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Resolved unanimously, That this measure meets with the warmest approval of the 
Board, and that the apartments for appropriation to this purpose be the male idiot wards 
and the half or male side of the infirmary ; a wall to be built between the latter and the 
female portion ; that there be a separate entrance and gate, completely without the precincts 
of the walled-in grounds of the workhouse, and to have no communication with the latter. 

The Board is strongly impressed with the necessity of an institution for the relief of 
fever patients, and from the large extent of the house, built to contain 900, and now havintr 
only 170 inmates, the guardians are disposed to avail themselves of the facilities thus 
afforded for carrying out the object under consideration ; convinced, as they are, both 
from their own experience, and the opinion of the several medical gentlemen whom they 
have consulted, that there is no danger of infection to be apprehended from the proximity 
of such fever hospital to the workhouse. 



No. 21651, D/43. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Workhouse, 23 November 1843. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians to inform you, that in accordance with the 
powers vested in them by the provisions of the 16th section of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act (6 & 7 Viet. c. 92), they have at their special meeting, held this day, unanimously 
resolved on converting certain portions of the workhouse buildings to the purposes of a 
fever hospital, and in pursuance of such resolution, I am further directed to solicit your 
sanction to the proceeding. 

From the great extent of the workhouse buildings, calculated to contain 900, and the 
number of inmates which are now therein being only 170, and presuming from the expe- 
rience they have acquired since the opening of the house that there will not be a material 
increase, the maximum to which relief has been afforded at any one period being 260 , the 
guardians are induced to take advantage of the available resources which the building pre- 
sents, of affording accommodation to a class which, from the prevalence and fatality of the 
disease in this neighbourhood, merits their most anxious consideration. 

But the guardians are aware, in their zeal to allay the ravages of so melancholy a disease 
and circumscribe the spread of infection, they must not overlook what might be urged as 
possessing more paramount importance ; namely, their incurring even the most remote con- 
tingency of exposing the pauper inmates of the workhouse to danger, from their proximity 
to so infectious a disease ; and also, lest they should incur the risk of exciting popular pre- 
judice against workhouse relief, and thereby prevent the destitute from taking advantage 
of same, and cause so great an obstacle to the well-working of the system. But from the 
opinions they have received from several medical gentlemen of acknowledged experience, 
and from the fact, of which the guardians are cognisant, that fever hospitals frequently 
adjoin densely peopled buildings, without any evil effects resulting, they arrive at the con- 
clusion that all apprehensions from this source are perfectly groundless, and that prejudice 
is not likely to be awakened thereby. 

The details of the plan which the guardians propose to adopt are : That the apartments- 
to be converted to their purpose shall be the male idiot ward, at present quite unoccupied, 
and the male side of the infirmary, building a wall of separation between the latter and the 
female portion, and to close every means of communication between them and the other 
parts of the building by closing all windows and doors ; that a wall shall be built from the 
public road to the end of the infirmary, in a line with the outside wall of same, and a pas- 
sage, with a gateway at its junction with the road running along it to the entrance of the 
hospital, which will, of course, be completely outside the workhouse premises, and no ingress 
to be allowed to hospital but by that means. 

The guardians would therefore earnestly request the Commissioners to extend their 
approbation to the undertaking, convinced, as they are, that no dangerous consequences 
can ensue from the plan they intend to adopt, and impressed that much real good, much 
that is humane, shall be accomplished, and also be a source of economy, as it is frequently 
the heads of families who become victims to this malady, and, consequently, their numerous 
dependants are left no other alternative than to become inmates of a workhouse, and an 
increased burden on the rate-payers. 

/ I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Robert A. Duncan, 

Dublin. Clerk of Union. 



No. 21651, D/43. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 29 Nov. 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 23d instant, relative to the proposed appropriation of a portion of the workhouse o 
the Magherafelt Union for the purpose of a fever hospital. & 
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Bo " d ° f ' in all 

.0 lay clown J then giSaime : ““T 
experience, ami they feel, therefore that if as in +t 1Q Unded ° n extensive m q uir y and long- 
should arise between themselves and the Board of rn^ 6 ' 1 Case ’ a d Terence of opinion 
warranted in exercising the pow,T entrasted^ tom hvT T “Y S “ b J eet » "e felly 
sanction the arrangements pmpoid by Jh^nSdSS ^ ** LepAl “ re ' Alining to 

r n ' ersio " ° f 1 r“‘ ° f «>« 

danger of spreading contagion among P thf inmates of the worthouL^nFaLrilV^’f ^ 
popu ar prejudice against workhouse relief, are not so groundless as X, of e3rat f? 
to believe, and they have therefore determined, as a general rule to withlmH ft " e J e3 
from any arrangement bv which the exi^tino- wnrt-lL uie> t0 ^ ltl ? hoid their sanction 
printed as a fevf r hospital, and ac cirdin tt&ZSZZETZ*?* " he ‘W'°- 
ment in the case of the Magherafelt Union. ? ‘ “ “ ‘ sanction such an arrange- 



To the' Clerk to the Guardians of the 
Magherafelt Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No. 22433. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 7 December 1 843 
decision on the fever hospital question, and some »!?££,&££ 5^ST" 



No. 1869, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 25 January 1844. 
■rlfcS’ gS.f .gi gfgpyfi 11 ° f a P art . of % workhouse buUdings to the purposes 

in fSour of the nmioT ^°““‘ 8s . lonera . the unanimous opinion entertained by the guardians 
woukl°be extendi^Tliereto. nd ^ anX1 ° US ^ that 4 W 0 ™ 1 of the Lmlissioners 



No. 1872, D/44. 



Report from Mr. Senior. 



Gentlemen. *«■ 

t™ j- » „ , Moneymore, 27 January 1844. 

snhWt ° f t,le M “Sl>erafelt Union have requested me to address you on the 

emLym^ 

femdfs tespetdveTy" 113 ’ C °” SiSting ° f ‘ W ° ^ be USed “ «* hriirmary for males and 

it taLIX T/ * llat 5* llou ? e . w ‘ s “It fe r 000 inmates, though the utmost number 
“* ° P “ ed ’ ‘™ ’“ •rt "as 26 „, whidi 

would £^ rdians , a F e opinion that neither danger of infection, or apprehension of danger 
wish to*ZZZ Qd $ h Z ad r° ptl °? ° f - th ® lr P lan > and > as an illustration of their views, they 
grated bTa bou^darf^r ^ °‘' BelfaSt adjo ‘“ S the l-ncasteriau school; onlj 

&r lh " feV “ *““* ‘”" ab % 
themselves 6 to^bandon °" ““ a " d tbat ‘ bey pIed « e 

meviW re f eat S".y ews J PereonAly entertain, as I have done so at some length on 
Lwardlm to tl “ S ’ b “V "’°“ Id su g?® st ‘'X the Commissioners support their decision by 
pmSionf 1 guardians any opinion they have received from mSmbers of the medical 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 
346 . 



I have, Stc. 

(signed) Edward Senior, 

Assistant Commissioner. 



KIaGHERAFEET 

Union. 
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COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 



Magherafelt 

Union. 



No. 1872, D/44. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 31 Jan. 1844. 




The Poor Law Commissioners have received a communication from their Assistant Com- 
missioner Mr. Senior, stating the desire of the guardians of the Magherafelt Union to use a 
portion of the existing workhouse as a fever hospital, and setting forth the arguments by 
which the guardians support their views. 

The Commissioners are, as they have already stated to the Board of Guardians, most 
anxious to meet their wishes where they can with propriety do so, and they regret that a 
difference of opinion should have arisen on the question of fever accommodation. 

The 16th section of the Irish Poor Law Amendment Act has, however, thrown a consi- 
derable degree of responsibility upon the Commissioners in regard to the provision of fever 
accommodation, and this responsibility they feel that they can only discharge by actin°- in 
accordance with the convictions at which they have arrived, after a careful inquiry into the 
subject. The Commissioners have given the arguments of the guardians, as detailed in 
Mr. Senior’s Report, a very careful consideration, with the view of yielding, if possible, to 
their wishes in this respect; but they do not see any sufficient ground to alter the conclu- 
sion to which they had previously arrived, and which they have already expressed to the 
Board of Guardians. 

Since the Commissioners last wrote to the Board of Guardians on this subject, they have 
received a copy of a report made by the medical officer to the Board of Guardians of 
another union on the subject of a similar appropriation of a part of the workhouse for the 
reception of fever patients : this report is strongly confirmatory of the Commissioners’ views, 
and they have directed that a copy thereof be sent to you herewith for the information of 
the Board of Guardians ; and where the lives of so many persons are involved, all parties 
must agree in the opinion that doubtful experiments ought not to be permitted. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians (signed) A. Moore, 

of the Magherafelt Union. Chief Clerk. 



Mallow Union. 



MALLOW UNION. 



No. 16954, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 15 September 1843. 

Ordered, That 10s., the cost of maintenance in fever hospital of Honora Dinan, 
be paid. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 11 October 1843. 

Referring to the minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Mallow 
Union on the 15th ultimo, I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to inquire as to 
the account to which you have carried a payment of 10 s., the cost of the support of Honora 
Dinan in a fever hospital, and to state that the payment should be carried to the mainte- 
nance account, and should be charged to the electoral division to which other relief afforded 
to the pauper is chargeable. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the (signed) A. Moore, 

Mallow Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 18869, D/43. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Sir, Mallow, 14 October 1843. 

In reply to the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter of the 11th instant. No. 16954, inquiring 
to what account the payment of 10 s., ordered to be made on the 15th ultimo, for the cos 
of the support of Honora Dinan in a fever hospital is carried, I beg leave to state the to - 
lowing facte : . 

That, previously to the passing of the Act 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, Honora Dinan was an inmate 
of the workhouse, and chargeable to the Mallow electoral division, but was subsequen y 
discharged ; that in a week after such discharge, and before the passing of the Act referre 
to, she came to the hall of the workhouse on a board-day ; but being pronounced by 
medical officer to be in fever, she was sent by the guardians to a fever hospital, and w 
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promised to pay the usual admission fee of 10a. for her, there being no fever wards in the 
workhouse and I have been directed to pay that sum from my petty cash alcoSt 
The guardians are aware that they had not in strictness ‘4f fhet 
order relief m a fever hospital, but were unwilling to incur the resnnnSbibhr / n £P? wer to 
relief thus afforded in this particular instance ; aid as slS td nKren 

srar ae re,ief *-■ 

therewith, as the guardians have agreed that she should be so charged. 

If, under the circumstances, I have not taken the correct view of the case mav T 
fully request the directions of the Poor Law Commissioners thereon 7 1 respect ’ 



To Arthur Moore, Esq. 

Chief Clerk Poor Law Commissioners. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Robert Barry, 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 17 Oct. 1843. 
h I the 1 Po °! Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 14th instant, explanatory of the circumstances regarding the payment of 10 5. for the 
suppoit of a poor person, named Honora Dinan, in a fever hospital 
In reference generally to payments out of the union funds for the support in fever hos- 
pitals of poor persons labouring under fever, I am to take this opportunity of calling your 
^\ he r? ent State ? f f hea u 0n the sub .i ect > < see the 15th section of the/& 7 
S; p a P' 92 ’. winch appears to limit the power of the Board of Guardians to send persons 
tofevei hospitals, under that section, to persons who are at the time inmates of the work- 

T V T? f°2 then f® t0 be relieved in a ^ver hospital under that 
section should first be ad mitted to the workhouse and registered as an inmate accordingly. 

The “ Mow U„l GUardia " B <Sig " Cd)I Clerk. 



MIDLETON UNION. 



No. 19322, D/43. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 17 October 1S43. 

Resolved, That Ellen Shea, who has been in attendance as nurse-tender on 
be retained for that purpose, and allowed 5 s. per week, commencing the 24th 



fever patients, 
day of August 



No. 19322, D/1843. 

Letter to Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

T Sll V, r • v Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 1 Nov. 1843. 

J.HE roor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
Qfc ° f th if ¥ ldl ? t0n Union °? the 17th in which the guardians resolve 

nat mien Shea, who has been m attendance as nurse-tender on fever patients in the work- 
Au^ust las^ taine< ^ *° r * P ur P ose > a t an allowance of 5s. per week, commencing the 24tli 

In reference thereto the Commissioners desire me to state, that they cannot sanction the 
admission of fever cases into any part of the existing workhouse, and that consequently 
tney cannot sanction the appointment of a nurse to attend npon such patients. As it 
appeal's that a fever hospital is within a very short distance of the workhouse, tile Commis- 

wb?r«,°. fnfl fCTe I P o! e ? tS •>» better provided for by making use of the facilities 
winch that establishment will doubtless afford. 

m , , _ I am, See. 

lo the Clerk to the Board of Guardians (signed) A. Moore 

of the Midleton Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 206S9. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 7 November 1843. 

B C °A im i SS J, 0ner ?’ letter ’ dated 1st November 1843, with reference to a resolution 
Lpv T-° * ° f . Guardlans on tbe 17th u 'timo, retaining Ellen Shea as nurse-tender on 
1 patents, at an allowance of 5 s. per week, commencing the 24th August last, and 
34 °- M 2 stating 



Mallow Union. 
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g2 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 

stating the Commissioners could not sanction the admission of fever patients into any part 
of the existing workhouse, &c. See. 

It was Resolved, That a committee be appointed to arrange for a location for such fever 
patients as may present themselves, and the result be reported to this Board as early as 
possible. 



No. 4537. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 26 February 1844. 

Resolved, That a deputation from this Board be appointed to confer, on Thursday 
next, with the Rev. Messrs. Jones and Kean, and the secretary of the fever hospital, to 
arrange with them as to the rent of that house, and ot other matters in connexion with that 
establishment, and that they report thereon on Monday next ; the deputation to consist of 
G. S. Barry, James Adams, Jonas Smith, James Murphy, jun., and B. James Hackett, 
esqrs. 



No. 5822. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 11 March 1844. 

That we hereby request to be informed by the Commissioners, whether applicants for 
admission to the fever hospital now attached to this establishment are to be tested by the 
Board in the usual way of other applicants ; that is, if one or more of a family are ill, whe- 
ther the remaining part should be admitted to the workhouse, though not so, nor seeking 
admission ; and also whether applicants known or considered as not destitute are to be 
admitted to the fever hospital in any case, or under any pretext whatsoever. 



No. 5822, D/1844. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 16 March 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Midleton Union on the 11th instant, containing a resolution 
on the subject of the admission of “ patients to the fever hospitals now attached to the 
establishment;” and before the Commissioners can give a definite reply to the guardians’ 
inquiry, I am to request that they may be more fully informed with respect to the fever 
hospitals which are stated to be now attached to the workhouse, as the Commissioners are 
not aware of any arrangement having been made on the subject in the Midleton Union. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians (signed) Arthur Moore, 

of the Midleton Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 6425. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 18 March 1844. 

Read Commissioners’ letter of the 16th March 1844, stating that previous to their giving 
a definitive answer to the guardians’ inquiry relative to the admission of patients to the 
fever hospital attached to this establishment, it will be necessary to be more fully informed 
of the arrangements made respecting that hospital. Ordered to be laid before the Board on 
the next day of meeting. 



No. 7086. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 25 March 1S44. 

Report of the Committee for treating with the Trustees of the Fever Hospital. 

Your committee appointed to meet the trustees of the fever hospital, by your resolution 
dated 26th of February, met or the 29th idem the Rev. Mr. Keane, the Rev. Mr. Oop- 
pinger and Mr. R. S. Coppinger, when it was proposed by the trustees, that in consequence 
of having allowed the use of the hospital, at the request of the Board of Guardians, 
since the 14th March 1843, they considered they were entitled to require, on the part or 
their trust, a rent of 25 /. per annum, to commence on the 24th August last, the beds, 
bedding, and all the necessary furniture, See. therein, which are ample for the use ot the 
house, being at the service of the union as long as may be required. 

Your Committee, taking into consideration that the house has been recently erected, a 
an expense of 700 1 , is amply provided with all necessaries, is adjoining the workhouse, 
and does not require any immediate outlay, recommend to your Board to concur in t n 
proposition. 

Signed by the Committee. 

Dated 23d March 1844. 
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No. 5822, D/1844. 

Litter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

ThT’pooi- Law Go P”” 1 ™ Commission Office, Dublin, 30 March 1844. 

Inga of aTboS rfSLffiJSf ,7?“ minutes of proceed- 

resolution inquiring whether applicants for orW • ^ n . 10 ° 0I ? tlie 11111 instant, containing a 
to the workhouse, !r7 to be tested bv tee tT" ", t0 the fever hos P itaI - now attacEed 
family not seeking admission '3WZ? “ Bb “ ° f «“ “ 

on the £nZriS^. i S£S5^ , Si ?* “T» rf tha proceedings 

of the fever hospital S P “ the comm,ttee appointed to meet the trustees 

directed me to state thaTmor orMer/Ti^fSi* 6 Commissi oners have 

may be hired by the °-uardians P for this ra .L properly admitted into any building which 
Law Amendment Act^ZZtbortl the P . t ^ section of the “ Poor 

with fever or other dalgerous ZSie-Ss f rebe . f . for P°" persons affected 
family who may not be suffering u„L the d, Seale St^STaTw^kw” 

To the ^f^Board of Guardians (-8^“' & C. WaUisky, 

First Clerk. 



Midleton 

Union. 



No. 7654. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 1 April 1844. 

patients tothTfev^bospitat’Mw^teAed'to A. t ‘ m0, t l? lati '' e to . the Emission of fever 
admissions. P ’ W attaclle<l *0 the workhouse, and giving instructions as to 

Proposed by Edward O’Brien, seconded by Thomas Slack, and resolved 

recommendation of the committee for treating for the fever hospital be adopted. 



MULLINGAR UNION. 

No. 10025, D/43. ’ 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 14 October 1843 

£fo°2g ££*£*, *!» «- were admitted 

plaints, according to the 16th sectfon of the Poor Law^mended^S ^ mfectious com - 



MuLtlNGAR 

Union. 



NAVAN UNION. 

No. 21193, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 15 November 1843 



Navan Union. 



No. 22384, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 6 December 1843. 



SRftf.-KJSK B5S 



346 . 
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COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 



Mew Ross Ukiox. 



NEW ROSS UNION. 



No. 17268. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 20 September 1843. 

The Poor Law Amendment Act was then read, in order to take into consideration the 
way with the greatest facility to carry out the provisions of the said Act. 

The following Resolution was then proposed, and carried : — 

That the following persons be requested to wait on the committee of the fever hospital 
to make arrangements with them for the reception of fever patients from this union on Mon- 
day next : , 

Edward M. Chapman, 

Edmond Sweetman, 

William Hartrick. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Si r Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 3 October 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the New Ross Union on the 20 th instant. 

*###•* 

I am also to request that any arrangement made with the committee of the fever hospital 
for the reception of fever patients may be reported to the Commissioners before it is finally 
completed. 

I am, See. 

The Clerk, New Ross Union. (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 18710. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 11 October 1843. 

Next was read a resolution from the committee of the New Ross Fever Hospital, 
Statins, “ That hating taken into consideration tile proposition* made to us by the Poor 
Law Guardians, we deem it inexpedient to accede to their request, our hospital being insuffi- 
cient to afford accommodation to a greater extent than our present limits, under any circum- 

(signed) John Bryan, Chairman. 

* The proposition was, that the Committee might permit the guardians to send fever 
patients to the hospital under the Poor Law Amendment Act. 



No. 19344. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 18 October 1843. 

It was resolved, That the medical officer of the union be requested to confer with the 
trustees or managers of fever hospitals of the union, to ascertain whether they would consent 
to receive any fever patients, when the guardians may think it advisable to sen 
under the 15th section of the 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92. 



No. 21974. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 29 November 1843. 

The doctor, in compliance with a resolution of the Board on the 18 tli ultinio, 
that he conferred with the managers of the fever hospitals in the union, to ascertain w 
they would consent to receive fever patients sent to them by the guardians, under 
section of the 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92 ; and that they refused to receive fever patients so 
them from the workhouse. 



No. 1372. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 17 January 1844. 

It was proposed by Thomas Bvehon, esq., and seconded by James Talbot, esq. . r 
That the hospital in the workhouse be exclusively appropriated for the accommo 
patients labouring under contagious diseases, and that the patients at presen i e 

pital be removed to some other convenient portion of the house, in case it snou 
necessary. — Carried . 
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Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 
gj r Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

to Poor Law Commissioners have had under considemtion^S^/pmceedinm of 
the Board of Guardrails of the New Ross Union on the nth instant, containing a resolufon 
proposing that the hospital of the workhouse be exclusively appropriated for fhe aceommS 
dahon of patients labouring under contagious diseases, and that fire patients at presenHn 
beramrnetssmy 1 " 0 ’ S ° m6 olherooI1 ™"“ t Portion of the workhouse, in case it should 

The Commissioners presume that this resolution has been adopted by the Board of 
Guardians until reference to the punioses specified in the 18th section of the Irish Poor-law 
Amendment Act; and tile Board of Guardians will perceive, on referring to that section 

S“'¥ e SrrrT “? n ^ res J° ns , lble for *'«= ^fety of any melsures which may 
be adopted by Boards of Guardians for the accommodation of persons labourinv under 
fever or other dangerous and contagious diseases. ° 

Duly sensible of the weight of this responsibility, the Commissioners have given their best 
attention to the subject, and they are assured that the objections to the conversion of a part 

1 SfT ““a t m *° “ fe » er , ’“SPH ™- danger of spreading contagion among 

the inmates of the workhouse, and the risk of exciting popular prejudice against the work- 
house relief, are of sufficient importance to warrant them in withholding theft sanction from 
any arrangement by which it is contemplated that a portion of the existing workhouse 
accommodation should be appropriated as a fever hospital. 

The Commissioners are at the same time sensible of the necessity which exists for pro- 
viding suitable accommodation for the reception of fever patients in those unions in which 
no tever accommodation is at present at the disposal of the guardians. 

With this view the Commissioners have in other unions sanctioned the erection of an out- 
ward upon the workhouse site, at such distance from the present building as will prevent 
the danger and inconvenience attendant upon the appropriation of a portion of the existing 
workhouse to the reception of those labouring under fever or other dangerous contagious 
disease. If the guardians consider it desirable to erect an out- ward for this purpose, under 
sections 3o and 3G of the Irish Poor Relief Act, the Commissioners will be glad to co-operate 
with the guardians in carrying out their wishes in the manner which the Board of Guardians 
may consider most for their own interests. 

The Commissioners could furnish three sets of plans, which have been supplied to and 
adopted by other Boards ; and if one of them were selected, the Commissioners would fur- 
nish the necessary specifications and working drawings, free of cost; and the guardians 
could then advertise for tenders for the execution of the work under their own control and 
supervision, and would probably borrow the money, to be paid off by three or five vearlv 
instalments. j j 

It is obvious that under this arrangement the present staff of officers (with some addition 
to the samry of the medical attendant) would be sufficient for the management and super- 
visum of the department, with the addition of a good, responsible, paid nurse. The account 
ol provisions supplied to the fever patients would all pass through the regular workhouse 
books ; and although under this arrangement parts of families might be admitted when in 
fever, and the strict rules applicable to the admission of inmates to other parts of the work- 
house might be dispensed with, as regards this class of patients, no inconvenience would 
practically arise therefrom, inasmuch as the fever hospital would be a distinct building apart 
■ from that to which the Commissioners feel it necessary for the public interest to enforce the 
strict rules laid down for the guidance of all Boards of Guardians regarding admission for 
general relief. 

I am, Sic. 

The Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

New Ross Union. 



No. 2933. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 7 February 1844. 

The doctor reported that there being at present several persons seriously ill in the infirm 
wards who cannot be accommodated in the hospital in consequence of its becoming neces- 
sary to devote a considerable portion of it to the reception of cases of typhus fever, measles, 
and other contagious diseases, it would be requisite to appoint some of the inmates of the 
workhouse to act as nurses in those wards, and to allow them lights and a small fire during 
the night, for the purpose of warming drinks for the sick, 

Which was taken into consideration and ordered to be done. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Foor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
bir ’ 13 February 1844. 

Ihe Foor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
■the Board of Guardians of the New Ross Union on the 7tli instant, from which the Com- 
346. M 4 missioners 
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New Ross Union, missioners perceive that several of the workhouse inmates are labouring under typhus fever* 

measles, and other contagious diseases. 

In reference thereto, the Commissioners have directed me to request the attention of the 
Board of Guardians to the 16 th section of the Irish Poor Law Amendment Act, under which 
the guardians are empowered to hire a house for the reception of persons afflicted with 
dangerous contagious diseases. It is also competent for the guardians to erect an out-ward 
for the reception of such persons. 

With respect to the treatment of paupers labouring under fever and other contagious 
diseases, I am to state that the Commissioners are advised that persons so afflicted cannot 
with due regard to the safety of other inmates be received and treated in the workhouse - T 
and the Commissioners would therefore recommend the guardians to take the matter into 

their consideration without delay, with a view to providing some accommodation for such 

persons, either by hiring a house for their reception, or erecting an ont-ward on the work- 
house site. 

I am, &c. 

The Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

New Ross Union. 



No. 3527, D/44- 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 14 February 1844. 

Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners of the 13th instant, No. 2933, D /. stating 
that they had under consideration minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of this 
union on the 7th instant, stating that several of the workhouse inmates are labouring under 
typhus fever, measles, and other contagious diseases ; and recommending the guardians to 
take the matter into their consideration without delay, with a view to provide some accom- 
modation for such persons, either by hiring a house for their reception or erecting an out- 
ward on the workhouse site. On which the clerk was ordered to write to the Poor Law- 
Commissioners for plans of fever wards. 

It was then ordered that no more fever cases be admitted into the workhouse until proper 
accommodation be provided for them. 



No. 3526, D/44. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, New Ross Union Office, 15 February 1844. 

I am; directed by the Board of Guardians of this Union at their last meeting to request 
that you will have the goodness to send down to them the most approved plans for a tever 
ward to be built on the workhouse site, as they have taken into consideration the building, 
of one here immediately. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Barrow, Clerk of the Union. 
The Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. 



No. 3526, D/44. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reply. 



See copies of Plans 
at end of this 
Return. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 20 February 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 15th instant, intimating the request of the Board of Guardians of the New Ross Union 
that the Commissioners would furnish them with plans for a fever ward to be built in addi- 
tion to the workhouse ; and in accordance with the guardians’ request, the Commissioners 
have directed me to forward to you, to be laid before the Board, the accompanying plans,, 
which have been prepared by the Commissioners’ architect. 

I am, &c. 

The Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

New Ross Union. 



No. 4145. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 21 February 1844. 

Read letter from the Poor Law Commissioners of the 20tli instant, No. 3526, D/44, 
stating that the Commissioners have sent down three plans for the fever hospital about to be' 
erected on the workhouse site. 

.On which it was resolved, that the plan No. 1 be adopted by this Board for the fever 
hospital, and tenders for the erection of the same be received on the 6th of March next. 
The plan to be seen by application to the clerk to the Board. 
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I 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in. reference thereto. 



New Ross Union. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 28 Feb. 1844 . 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the New Ross Union on the 21 st instant, containing a resolution proposing 
to invite tenders for erecting a fever ward in connexion with the workhouse, according to 
the plan No. 1 forwarded to the Board by the Commissioners. & 

In reference thereto, I am directed to state that it will be necessary, under the provisions 
of the Acts for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, that the contract for the fever ward should 
. be made with the Commissioners, and the tenders for the work, with the resolution of the 
Board of Guardians adopting some one of them, should be submitted to the Commissioners 
; for approval. 

The works can be done, however, under the immediate control and superintendence of the 
Board of Guardians, and the Commissioners would be glad to be put in possession of the 
guardians’ views upon this subject, as well as with regard to the site for the ward. 

, The Commissioners also wish to be informed as to the steps which may have been taken 
by the guardians’ directions with respect to the specification and particulars as to the con- 
struction of the building, the plan of which they have adopted. If the guardians desire it, 
the Commissioners’ architect will supply the necessary specification and particulars. 

You are requested to return the plans rejected by the Board of Guardians, Nos. 2 and 3. 

I am, &c. 

, To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

New Ross Union. 



No. 4540, D/44. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, New Ross Union Office, 28 February 1844. 

I am directed by the Board of Guardians this day to request that you will be pleased to 
furnish to them the specification, if possible by return of post, relative to the plan No. 1, for 
a fever hospital, adopted by the Board on the last day of meeting. 

I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Thomas Barrow, 

Commission Office, Dublin. Clerk of the Union. 



No. 4540, D/44. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reply. 



Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 1 March 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 28th ultimo, and to request your attention to the letter addressed to you on the 
28th ultimo on the subject; and to state that the plan No. 1 should be returned to this 
office, in order that the necessary detail, working, drawings, and specification may be per- 
fected. 

The plan sent shows only the general arrangement, and without the particulars above- 
mentioned will be insufficient to obtain a proper contract. Any local particulars the 
guardians may wish to have embodied in the specification should be communicated to the 
Commissioners. 

On receipt of the plans by return of post the Commissioners will forward the documents 
early next week. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

New Ross Union. 



No. 5014, D. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, New Ross Union Office, 2 March 1844. 

In compliance with the request contained in your letter of the 1 st instant, No. 4540, D/44, 
j return you the plan for the fever ward No. 1 , which was adopted by guardians of this 
tlmon on the 21 st ultimo, in order that the necessary detail, workings, chawing, and speci- 
fication may be perfected. 

346. N lam 
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I am not aware that the guardians have any local particulars to insert in the specificatin 
the only subject to be settled is, whether at the rear of the present infirmary or at one ° f 
the sides of the building, the fever ward is to be erected. ’ ot 

I also return to your office, according to your request, the rejected plans Nos. 2. and 3 

I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) Thomas Barrow 

Commission Office, Dublin. Clerk of the Union. 



No. 5014, D/44. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 16 March 1844 

Referring to your letter of the 2d instant, I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners 
to return to you herewith the plan of a fever ward, selected by the Board of Guardians 
of the New Ross Union, with the specification and working drawings which have been 
prepared by the Commissioners’ architect. 

I am at the same time to forward a form of bond and contract to be entered into with the 
person whose tender may be accepted for the execution of the work. 

When the Board of Guardians shall have had the several tenders before them and shall 
have selected one, you will be good enough to forward it to this office, together with a copy 
of any resolution on the subject. w 

As regards the position of the fever ward, the Commissioners wish to point out that it will 
be desirable to have it removed as far from the workhouse as the site will permit, and it will 
be best for the guardians carefully to go over the specification, and insert any particulars of 
a local nature which circumstances may render necessary. 

I am, See. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

New Ross Union. 



No. 6593. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 20 March 1844. 

Proposed by Thomas Brehon, esq., and seconded by Edward M. Chapman, esq., and 
resolved: 

That a sub-committee be appointed to inspect and select the best site for erecting the in- 
tended fever hospital, and to report on the next Board-day, and that the following gentle- 
men be appointed, viz. — 

Dr. Howlett. Mr. Baraer. 

Dr. Rossiter. Mr. Clooney. 

Robert Tyndall, Esq. Mr. Sweetman. 

Mr. Galavan. 

Proposed by Mr. Chapman, and seconded by Mr. Hardwick, and resolved : 

That the clerk be directed to write to the wardens, to apprise them, that in future no 
patients affected with fever will be received into the New Ross poorhouse until the fever 
hospital be erected. 



No. 7253. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 27 March 1844. 

The report of the committee appointed to select the site for the fever hospital was read, 
as follows : — 

‘‘Your committee having carefully examined the ground attached to the poorhouse, are of 
opinion that the most eligible site for the hospital is in the centime at the rear of the present 
building, the back wall of the nurses’ apartment being at least 18 feet from the upper 
bounds ditch, which will leave a space about 140 feet between the front of the hospital and 
the wall of the present yards. 

(signed) “ James Talbot, Chairman. 

Robert Tyndall. 

M. Howlett. 

James Galavan. 

Thomas Rossiter.” 

It was then ordered that the tenders for the erection of the fever ward be inserted in the 
Wexford and Kilkenny newspapers, and in the “Dublin General Advertiser,” aud be 
received on this day month. 
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No. 16858, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 13 September 3843. 

Moved by Mr. Black, seconded by Mr. Dalzell, and resolved : 

That application be made forthwith to the Poor Law Commissioners to sanction this 
Board of Guardians m hiring a house for the reception of destitute fever patients. 



No. 16858, D/1843. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

° ir > T Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 25 Sept. 1843. 

the Foor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Newtownards Union on the 13th instant, in which they request the Com- 
missioners to sanction the hiring of a house for destitute fever patients ; and the Commis- 
sioners desire me to state that they sanction the hiring a house for this purpose, but it 
will be desirable to have the premises within such convenient distance of the workhouse, 
that it may be superintended by the officers of the present establishment, with the assistance 
of a responsible paid nurse. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, 

Newtownards Union. 



(signed) 



B. Banks for A . Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No. 17224. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 20 September 1843. 

j V ^ T h av * n g been reported by the medical officer that fever had become prevalent in 
Newtownards and neighbourhood, and one of the Newtownards wardens having stated that 
live applications for admission had this week been made to him from persons labouring: 
under fever, it was resolved, that Mr. Black, Mr. Johnston, and Doctor Simpson b! 
directed to hire a house for the reception of pauper fever patients, and that they provide 
whatever may be necessary till the Commissioners’ directions on the subject be received. 



No. 17604. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 27 September 1843. 

It was moved, seconded, and resolved, That Mr. Campbell be requested to make a 
survey, and give in a specification of the probable expense of attaching a suitable fever 
warn to the workhouse, said estimate to be laid before the guardians on the 4th October 
next. D 

(signed) Robert Brown, Clerk. 



No. 18443. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 4 October 1843. 

Resolved, That the account of 17 s . Gd . for rent and relief of temporary fever hospital be 
paid, and charged to the union at large. 

Resolved, That Mr. M'Kitterick and Mr. Dalzell be added to the committee for hirin°- a 
nouse for pauper fever patients. 



No. 18689. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 11 October 1843. 

Moved by Mr. Nicholson, seconded by Mr. Miller: 
aii ^ eso ^ v ® cl >That it is the opinion of this Board of Guardians that a building of two storeys, 
id capable of accommodation to 60 persons at least, should be erected in the workhouse 
grounds, and fitted up for the receptiou of poor fever patients, and that the Poor Law 
commissioners be requested to prescribe the regulations necessary for the government 
34c. n 2 thereof. 



Newtownards 

Union. 
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Newtownards thereof. The foregoing resolution, which was passed at the last meeting of the Board of 
Union. Guardians, on Wednesday the 4th October instant, and which was mislaid and neglected t 

. be entered on the minutes of that day’s proceedings, be entered in the minutes of this 

day. 

(signed) Robert Brown, Clerk. 



No. 18689, D/1843. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 17 Oct. 1843. 

Referring to minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Newtownards 
Union, on the 11th instant, I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to inform you 

See copies of Plans that plans have been prepared and forwarded to Mr. Senior, who will take an early oppor- 

at end of this Re- tunitv of laying them before the Board ot Guardians. 

t^n. 6 lam, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians, (signed) C. Walmisley, First Clerk. 

Newtownards Union. 



No. 19739. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 25 October 1843. 

A female superintendent for the temporary fever hospital having been advertised for, 
four candidates appeared this day, and were examined as to their qualifications, when it was 
moved and resolved : 

That Margaret Wilson be engaged as superintendent for 12 months, at the salary of 12/. 
per annum, and rations similar to those of the matron. Her salary and duties to commence 
from this day. 



No. 19739, D/1843. 

Letter from the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 30 Oct. 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Newtownards Union on the 25th instant ; and with reference to the ap- 
pointment of Margaret Wilson as superintendent of the temporary fever hospital, I am 
directed by the Commissioners to request that you will inform them what accommodation 
has been provided for fever cases, and what arrangements have been made in regard thereto. 

I am, 8tc. 

To the Clerk of the Board of Guardians, (signed) C. Walmisley, First Clerk. 

Newtownards Union. 



No. 19982, D/1843. 

Communication from Clerk to the Guardians. 

The medical officer wishes to be informed, is it necessary that he should keep a separate 
set of books for the fever hospital, which is situate a quarter of a mile from the workhouse, 
or shall he use the workhouse books ? 



No. 19982, D/1843. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 3 Nov. 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them a memorandum which was attached 
to the return of inmates of the workhouse of the Newtownards Union, but which is 
signed, containing inquiries as to whether the medical officer should keep a separate se 
books for the fever hospital, or whether he should use the workhouse boots. 

In reply to the first question, I am directed by the Commissioners to state, 
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medical officer should keep separate books at the hospital, in the same form as those used 
at the workhouse, so that, in fact, it may be considered as one book in two parts. 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Newtownards Union, Newtownards. 



No. 19989, D/43. 

Letter from Mr. Senior, Assistant Commissioner. 

Gentlemen, Armagh, 31 October 1843. 

With reference to the plans forwarded to me for a fever hospital for the Newtownards 
Union, have the Commissioners prepared any specifications, and can they give me any 
opinion as to the probable cost of such a building, or has any contract yet been made on a 
similar plan ? 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Edward Senior. 



No. 19989, D/43. 

Letter to Mr. Senior in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 1 Nov. 1843. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your com- 
munication, dated the 31st ultimo, relative to the plans and specifications for the erection of 
fever hospitals, in connexion with workhouses in Ireland, and I am to inform you that the 
estimated cost is stated in pencil on each of the plans forwarded to you ; viz." 1 the smaller 
house 310/., and the larger one 460/., including fittings, but exclusive of furniture. 

It is impossible to prepare any specification which would be generally applicable, and 
which must vary according to local circumstances ; but the Commissioners will cause 
specifications and working drawings to be prepared for any Board of Guardians that ask for 
them for this purpose. 

I have, &c. 

To Edward Senior, Esq. (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 



No. 20194. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 1 Nov. 1843. 

Moved by Mr. Black, seconded by Mr. Paisley, and resolved: That in all cases of 
fever, where the residence is doubtful, the several wardens of the union have liberty to send 
paupers to the fever hospital, paying the expenses of the same, and have them charged to 
the union at large, until the next weekly meeting of this Board. 



No. 20685. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Workhouse, Newtownards, 8 Nov. 1843. 

In reply to your inquiries as to what accommodation has been provided for fever cases, 
and what arrangements have been made in regard thereto, I am directed by the Board of 
Guardians to state that a house has been rented about half a mile from the workhouse 
and fitted up, 12 new bedsteads provided, and 12 new beds sent from the workhouse, 
&c., &c. All provisions and necessaries are supplied by the master of the workhouse, and 
entered in his provisions check ; a superintendent and an assistant have been appointed. 

I have, &e. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, Dublin. (signed) Robert Brown, Clerk. 



No. 20697. 

, Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 8 November 1843. 

Resolved, That the assistant in the fever hospital shall receive as wages 3 s. per week, 
■and the same rations as the porter, until the next monthly meeting. 

(signed) Robert Brown, Clerk. 

346. N 3 



Newtownards 

Union. 
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Newtownards 

Union. 



No. 21131. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 15 November 1843. 

Moved by W. S. Crawford, esq., seconded by Mr. Boyd, and resolved : That a house 
having been rented for a year for the purpose of a fever hospital, and the necessary appoint- 
ments having been made therein for the accommodation of the sick, it is expedient that 
this Board should postpone their determination, with reference to the erection of new build- 
ings, till they have further experience with regard to the wants of the union, and the means 
of supplying the necessary accommodation in such manner as will best suit the purposes 
of the several districts. 

Resolved, That the following be the dietary for the fever patients : — For breakfast, tea 
diet, | oz. of tea, \ oz. of sugar, bread 8 oz., sweet milk $ pint : supper same as breakfast. 
Dinner, 3 lbs. potatoes, sweet milk £ pint. Full diet, same as tea diet, with an addition of 
1 pint broth for dinner ; 1 J pint of buttermilk to be allowed to each patient per day on 
tea diet. 



No. 21477, D/43. 

Report from Mr. Senior, Assistant Commissioner. 

Gentlemen, Moneymore, 22 November 1843. 

I have to acquaint you that the house hired by the guardians of the Newtownards Union, 
for one year, for the reception of fever patients, appeared to me on my recent inspection 
well adapted for the purpose, being capacious (capable of containing about 30 beds), well ven- 
tilated, and admitting of classification of the sexes ; the distance from the workhouse, nearly 
a mile, is of course an objection, but accommodation equally good is not attainable nearer. 
Under these circumstances I have to recommend that the arrangements made by the guar- 
dians be sanctioned by the Commissioners. 

The nearest county fever hospital is at Downpatrick, 18 miles distant. 

I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Edward Senior. 



No. 21477, D/1843. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 25 Nov. 1843. 

Referring to your letter of the 8th instant, detailing the arrangements which have 
been made for providing fever accommodation in the Newtownards Union, I am directed 
by the Commissioners to express their approval of the arrangements which have been made. 

I am, 8tc. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Newtownards Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 21527. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 22 November 1843. 

Resolved, That the clerk be instructed to issue advertisements throughout the diffe- 
rent divisions of the union, announcing that the fever hospital in Newtownards is now 
ready for the reception of poor patients. , 

(signed) Robert Brown, Clerk. 



No. 21896. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 29 November 1843. 

Moved by Mr. Johnston, seconded by Mr. M'Kittrick, and resolved : That it appears to 
this Board that it is absolutely necessary, for the purpose of enabling the master ot ie 
workhouse to keep the necessary accounts, that the medical officer should immediately no e 
in a book, to be kept for that purpose, every admission into, and discharge from, the fever 
hospital ; and that he should also note therein every change of diet, so that the mas er 
may have information thereof in time 'sufficient to send such altered dietary to the lever 
hospital. 
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No. 22387. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 6 December 1843 . 

Resolved, That the following gentlemen be appointed a committee to procure a covered 
carriage on springs, for the conveyance of fever patients to the fever hospital. 

Resolved, That attendants at the fever hospital be granted tea diet for breakfast, in lieu 
of their present allowance. 



Newtownards 

Union. 



No. 451, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 3 January 1844. 

Resolved, That Ellen Cherry be engaged for one month at the fever hospital, at the 
usual wages of 3 a. per week, with rations. 



No. 4070, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 21 February 1844. 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to have an advertisement prepared, requesting 
those persons willing to contract for horsing the carriage for fever patients to send in pro? 
posals, sealed, to the chairman of the Board on or before the 6th day of March 1844. 

(signed) Robert Brown , Clerk. 



NEWTOWN LIMAVADY UNION. Newtown Lima- 

vady Union. 

No. 23123. * 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 18 December 1843. 

Ordered, That the clerk do notice the guardians to attend on Tuesday the 26 th, to take 
into consideration the making of a new rate, and also the propriety of establishing a fever 
hospital in accordance with the 16th section of the amended Act. 



No. 23511. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 26 December 1843. 

The propriety of converting part of the building into a fever hospital was taken into 
consideration, when it was resolved that Mr. Cather, Mr. Grier, and Mr. Martin be appointed 
a committee to communicate with the Poor Law Commissioners relative to the same. 



No. 236, D/ 44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 1 January 1844. 

The committee appointed to communicate with the Poor Law Commissioners relative to 
appropriating part of the workhouse building into a fever hospital, laid a letter before the 
Board, which was unanimously adopted, and ordered to be transmitted by the clerk to the 
Commissioners. 



No. 235, D/44. 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Newtown Limavady Union Workhouse, 1 Jan. 1844. 

At a meeting of the Board of Guardians on Monday the 1st day January 1844, it was 
unanimously resolved to apply for your sanction to appropriate part of the workhouse 
buildings for the purpose of a fever hospital. As the number of paupers never exceeded 160, 
and there being at present only 100 paupers in the house (and so large a portion of the 
building is unoccupied) being 38 less than this day last year, we trust you will consider the 
matter, and permit such part of the house as may be thought safest and most convenient 
to be appropriated for this purpose, as we feel perfectly satisfied there is no danger of 
infection spreading through the inmates of the house. 

By order of the Board, 

The Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Robert Ross, Clerk of the Union. 

346. N 4 
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235, D/44. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 5 Jan. 1844 . 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them your letter of the 1st instant 
reporting a resolution of the Board of Guardians to apply for the sanction of the Commis- 
sioners to the appropriation of a portion of the workhouse for the purpose of a fever 
hospital. 

The Commissioners are most anxious to meet the views of the Board of Guardians in all 
cases where they can do so consistently with safety, and the rules which they found it 
necessary to lay down for their guidance ; but having maturely considered the subject of 
fever accommodation which may now be provided under the Irish Poor Law Amendment 
Act, they are assured that the objections to the conversion of a part of the existing work- 
house into a fever hospital, viz. the danger of spreading contagion among the inmates of 
the workhouse, and the risk of exciting popular prejudice against workhouse relief, are of 
sufficient importance to warrant them in withholding their sanction from any arrangement 
by which it is contemplated that a portion of the existing workhouse accommodation should 
be appropriated as a fever hospital ; for, although the guardians of the Newtown Limavady 
Union consider that no risk will attend the suggested arrangement, the Commissioners are 
advised to the contrary, and whilst even a doubt exists, it would be manifestly imprudent 
on the part of the Commissioners to consent to an arrangement which might even by possi- 
bility endanger the lives of a portion of the inmates of the workhouse. 

The Commissioners, however, are quite alive to the necessity which exists for providing 
suitable accommodation for the reception of fever patients in those unions in which no 
fever accommodation is at present available. 

With this view, the Commissioners have, in other unions similarly circumstanced, sanc- 
tioned the erection of an out-ward upon the workhouse site, at such distance from the pre- 
sent building as will prevent the danger and inconvenience attendant upon the appropria- 
tion of a portion of the existing workhouse to the reception of those labouring under fever 
or other dangerous contagious disease. If the guardians consider it desirable to erect an 
out-ward for this purpose, under sections 35 and 36 of the Poor Relief Act, the Commissioners 
will be glad to co-operate with the guardians in carrying out their wishes in the manner 
which the Board of Guardians may consider most for the interests of the union. 

The Commissioners could furnish three sets of plans which have been supplied to, and 
adopted by, other Boards ; and if one of them were selected, the Commissioners would furnish 
the necessary working drawings, free of cost, and the guardians could then advertise for 
tenders for the execution of the work, under their own control, and would probably borrow 
the money, to be paid off by three or five yearly instalments. 

It is obvious, that under this arrangement the present staff of officers (with some addition 
to the salary of the medical attendant) would be sufficient for the management and super- 
vision of the department, with the addition of a good responsible paid nurse. 

The account of provisions supplied to the fever patients would all pass through the regular 
workhouse books, and although under this arrangement parts of families might be admitted 
when in fever, and the strict rules applicable to the admission of inmates to other parts of 
the workhouse might be dispensed with, as regards this class of patients no inconvenience 
would practically arise therefrom, inasmuch as the fever hospital would be a distinct build- 
ing, apart from that to which the Commissioners feel it necessary for the public interest to 
enforce the strict rules laid down for the guidance of all Boards of Guardians regarding 
admission for general relief. 

I am, 8tc. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Newtown Limavady Union. 



No. 705. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 8 January 1844. 

Read letter from the Poot Law Commissioners, No. 235, 5 January 1844, in answer to 
the application for their sanction to appropriate part of the workhouse for a fever hospital : 
Resolved, That the consideration of said letter be postponed. 



OLDCASTLE UNION. 



No. 18854. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 13 October 1843. 

Mr. Battersby gave notice, that at the next monthly meeting he will bring under the 
consideration of the Board the necessity of making provision for fever patients, pursuant to 
the provisions of the Act, authorizing relief in fever cases. 

(signed) James Johnston, Clerk of the Union. 
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No. 20722, D/43. 



Gentlemen, 



Letter from Mt. John MMami . 

. 1 , , , „ Cormeen, Old Castle, 10 November 1843 

As a member of tile Old Castle Board of Guardians T .1. ri . , 

fh‘s i ^,rob£; s to appoint 1 second ° ^ 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Your obedient servant, 

(signed) John M‘ Manus. 



Letter to Mr. M‘ Manus in reply. 

S,r ’ t „ PoOT Uw Commission Office, Dublin, 20 Nov. 1843 . 

of the ,0ft £15 Sj Z “trot fl ^ 

the neighbourhood of the workhouse of'the Old Castle Onion in our™^ 4 ’flu 8 etec ‘¥ m 
of the 16 th sec. of the Irish Poor Law Amendment Act thi 1 f th ® pro ™ ,on s 
received therein will most probably form part of the duty of the medS“LTr oUhf woi 



To John M ‘Manus, Esq- 
Cormeen, Old Castle. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) A. Moore , Chief Clerk. 



No. 2084G. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 10 November 1843. 

Moved by Mr. M‘M anus, seconded by Joseph Lvnch, esa That or. i , 

necessity for making provision for fever patients in connexion with the workhouse establish 
ment, pursuant to the provisions of the Act authorizing relief in fever cases estabhsh - 
Aua amendment was moved by William Pollard, esq., seconded by James Blakelv eso 
That as there are already two fever hospitals in the electoral divisions those uart/nf tfc 
r h,Ch contnbut ® t0 ji lle support of the abovementioned establishments should not be 
taxed to support another fever hospital at Old Castle; and 

cannot be expected to support one attached to the workhouse. g ® 

lhe amendment was put and carried, — 8 voting for it and 5 against it. 

(signed) James Johnston, Clerk of the Union. 



No. 22877. 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 14 December 1843. 



Mr. Battersby 
be taken as soon as 



gave notice that on the next monthly meeting he will move, that 
possible to have a fever hospital attached to the workhouse. 



measures 



No. 455, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 4 January 1844. 

Ordered, That Mr. Battersby’s motion, relative to the fevpr hncnitol i 

the Board feel the difficulty of coming to any conclusion on the subject until sorae^rran’c^! 
ments be made respecting the several fever hospitals in the union which are at present 
supported by the grand jury cess. ai P iesent 



RATHKEALE UNION. 



No. 16754, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, ll September 1843. 

L'iw 1 A^ KE ’ A Ssi ^, nt Co “ m !ssioner, read and explained several portions of the Poor 
Resolved^hiVt?’ ^ Vlct ' ca P‘ 92 • After some discussion thereon, it was 

Hospftal In nSr f he ° be d,r ? C ^ d t0 to the committee of the Rathkeale Fever 
hom P the ’ RurbSi? W CG i:i a ' n ° n , W f at tCrmS fr 11 receive int0 the hospital such paupers 
dCsliS Workhouse labouring!, nder fever, as maybe forwarded by the guar- 
dians under the provisions of the G & 7 Viet. cap. 92 , sec. 15. y g 

340- 0 
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No. 17502, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 25 September 1843. 

Letter from the committee of the Rathkeale Fever Hospital, stating that they were wil- 
ling to admit patients from the workhouse labouring under fever, at the rate of l s. per day, 
ana part of day, such sum to cover all expenses except cost of removal and coffins. ‘ ’ 
Note by Clerk to the Guardians. — No orders were then or since made, nor have anv fur- 
ther proceedings on the subject been taken. 



ROSCREA UNION. 



No. 20939, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 10 November 1843. 

Dr. Spain reported on the increase of fever in the house, on which. 

Colonel Lloyde proposed, -Ds. Quale seconded, That the medical officer having reported 
to the Board that typhus fever prevails in this workhouse, it is the opinion of this Board that 
such patients as he thinks fit, be removed to the Roscrea Fever Hospital, and that the terms 
of physician of that institution be accepted of. Passed. 

No terms in writing having been communicated to the Board, I requested such from Dr. 
Kingsley, when sending him the above resolution ; you have his letter annexed in reply. 

(signed) E. Wall, Clerk of the Union. 



Letter referred to. 

The following letter from Dr. Kingsley sets forth the terms on which patients are to be 
received into the Roscrea Fever Hospital : — 

Dear Sir, 11 November 1843. 

Upon reference to the last year’s report of the above institution, t find that each patient 
cost 9id. per day, which is very moderate when compared with any other year that has 
passed by, and this is what we purpose charging the Board of Guardians of this union. 

1 am, &c. 

Edward Wall, Esq. Clerk of the Union. (signed) Wm. Kingsley. 



No. 70, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 29 December 1843. 

Doctor reported that fever had again become very general, 14 cases sent to hospital 
during the week. 



No. 70, D/44. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 3 Jan. 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of 
the Board of Guardians of the Roscrea Union on the 29th ultimo, containing a report from 
the medical officer that fever has again become very general, and that 14 cases have been 
sent to hospital during the week ; and in reference to this report the Commissioners have 
directed me to request that they may be informed of the arrangements which have been 
made for the accommodation and treatment of inmates of the workhouse labouring under 
fever. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians I am, &c. 

of the Roscrea Union. (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 313, D/44. 

Minutes of Special Meeting of Guardians, 2 January 1844. 

Gentlemen, Roscrea Union Workhouse, 2 January 1844. 

The master of this workhouse being ill of fever, and the medical attendant having deemed 
it necessary to send him to the. fever hospital, the chairman and several of the guardians 
held a meeting in court-house of Roscrea on this day, the proceedings of which I annex. 

I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Edward Wall, Clerk of the Union. 

The Honourable F. A. Prittie being called to the chair, and the following guardians pre- 
sent; viz. F. A. Jackson, Henry Scroope, J. S. Smith, M. Maher, D. H. Vaughan: Henry 
Scroope proposed, J. S. Smith seconded, That in consequence of the master’s illness, Patrick 
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Ki nn a be now appointed to take charge of the workhouse under the matron’s directions, 
until the recovery of Mr. Paund, at a salary of 1 1. per week. Passed 
F. H. Jackson proposed, M Maher seconded, that the guardians do hold their next 
meeting m this court-house, and continue to do so till further notice. Passed. 

Edward Wall, Clerk of the Union. 

Kinna, above appointed, was formerly employed by the master to keep his books. 



No. 313, D/44. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 4 Jan. 1844. 

1 am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt this day of your 
letter of the 2d instant, communicating the proceedings at a special meeting of the Board of 
Guardians of the Roscrea Union on that day, held in consequence of the illness of the mas- 
ter of the workhouse from fever. I am to convey the sanction of the Commissioners to the 
employment of Patrick Kinna, temporarily to perform the duties of master of the workhouse 
at a salary of 1 Z. per week. 

The Commissioners would be glad to be informed from time to time of the state of health 
of the master, and those inmates of the workhouse who are now suffering from fever, and will 
thank you to forward the medical officer’s report thereon, together with the weekly minutes. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Roscrea Union. 



No. 459, D/44. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Roscrea Union Workhouse, 5 January 1844. 

I ENCLOSE you the medical report in compliance with your request, conveyed in yours of 
yesterday, No. 313, D/44. I also obtained a report from the physician of the fever hospital, 
Henry Powell, where the master and schoolmaster have been removed to. Little hope remains 
I much fear, of either of them ; the Board met to-day, and took every possible precautionary 
step to remove the infection. I will forward the minutes by to-morrow’s post. 

1 am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Edward Wall, Clerk of the Union. 

Forty-one cases now in Roscrea Fever Hospital, exclusive of master and schoolmaster. 
Several cases of typhus fever are amongst them. 



Enclosures in foregoing. 

I. — Report of the Physician of the Fever Hospital. 

Roscrea Fever Hospital, 5 January 1844. 

I have to state, for the information of the Poor Law Commissioners, that Mr. Paund the 
master, and Mr. Carson the schoolmaster of the workhouse, are both in a most dangerous 
state ; the paupers, though labouring under a very bad type of fever, are not so ill as the 
two I have mentioned. 

Henry Powell, 

On e of the Physicians to the Fever Hospital. 

II. — Report of the Medical Officer of the Workhouse. 

Workhouse Hospital, 5th January 1844. 

In hospital last Report 

Since admitted gj 

Died - 3 

Discharged - -- -- -- - ..47 

Remaining in hospital - u 

Of the discharged, 25 have been sent to the fever hospital since last Board-day (chiefly 
boys and girls) ; the remainder are those with chilblains and itch. There is no new case of 
fever this day. 

2 d January, — The clothes of fever patients were clandestinely conveyed from the hospital 
by paupers into back-room of laundry. 

5th January. — Offensive smell in passage leading to nursery. The hospital-yards in a 
very neglected state ; nuisance in many parts. Many of the beds, both in hospital and 
through the house generally, want fresh straw very badly. 

(signed) C. Spain, Medical Officer. 



346 . 
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No. 459, D/44. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 8th Jan. 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 5th instant, informing them of the state of health of the master, schoolmaster and 
the paupers of the workhouse_ of the Roscrea Union, now labouring under fever. ’ 

From the report of the medical officer of the workhouse, forwarded with your letter it 
appears that irregularity has existed in the management of the workhouse in certain respects 
and that there has been a want of attention on the part of some of the officers of the 
establishment. 

The Commissioners presume that the guardians have given directions for remedy ino- the 
defects complained of by the medical officer. 

During the present unfortunate illness of the workhouse master, you will doubtless pav 
additional personal attention to the management of the workhouse. 

The Commissioners will be obliged to you to inform them further with regard to the state 
of health of the master, schoolmaster, and paupers. 

I am, &.c. 

To the Clerk to ihe Board of Guardians (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Roscrea Union. 



No. 641, D/44. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Roscrea Union Workhouse, 8 January, 1844. 

It is with sincere regret I have to inform you of the death of the master of this work- 
house, Mr. Michael Paund, in Roscrea Fever Hospital, during last night. The schoolmaster, 
Mr. Michael Carson, is still living, but little hopes can be entertained of his recovery. I 
regret to add that the porter has caught the contagion and labours under fever in his own 
house, refusing to be removed to hospital ; every possible precaution has been adopted 
in the house by the medical attendant, and it is now tolerably free from fever ; three cases,, 
females, have been sent to hospital to-night, not of a very serious character. In reply to 
yours of the 3d instant, which l should nave replied to before, but being daily occupied 
under the above distressing circumstances, it escaped my notice, I beg to refer you to the 
Minutes of Board on 10th November, in which the terms of the Roscrea Fever Hospital 
is set out, in a letter from Dr. Kingsley, which is in fact 9 \d. per diem, for each patienf 
while in hospital. 

None of the pauper patients sent lo hospital have died ; some have been sent a second 
time under relapses of the fever ; in all, up to the present period, 50 patients (paupers) have 
been sent to hospital out of the house. 

I am. See. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Edward Wall, Clerk of the Union. 



No. 641, D/44. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reply. 

Sir Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 9 Jan. 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 8th instant, reporting the death of the master of the workhouse of the Roscrea Union, 
and 1 am to express the Commissioners’ regret at the occurrence. 

I am at the same time to thank you for the information contained in your letter respect- 
ing the schoolmaster, porter, and paupers still labouring under fever. The Commissioners 
think that every proper means should be used to induce the porter of the workhouse to 
submit to removal to the fever hospital, and they trust that on a strong representation 
being made to him by the medical officer of the injurious results which may be occasioned 
by his refusal to quit his present apartment, he will see the propriety and necessity of 
consenting to a removal. 

I am, 8tc. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Roscrea Union. 



No. 642, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 5 January 1844. 

J. F. Rolleston proposed, and J. S. Smith, seconded, That windows be opened in the 
fever hospital, so as to admit thorough air through the wards ; that the sewers and 
privies be cleansed, and the yard gravelled, and that Mr. Wall be requested to point out 
the most efficient means to carry out this resolution. Passed. 
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No. 710, D/44. 



Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 



Gentlemen, Roscrea Union Workhouse, Tuesday, 9 Jan 1044 

It is my melancholy duly to inform yon of the death of Mr. Michael Carson school- 
master of this workhouse, an occurrence which took place this day 
The porter, Mr Treacy, has been removed to the fever hospital, and is in a very precarious 
state; the majority of the paupers m the hospital are favourably attacked. The physicians 
And it necessary to administer stimulants in the first stages with all the pauper patients of 
which to the present moment none have died. 1 F ’ 

min I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Edward Wall , Clerk of the Union. 



No. 710, D/44. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 10 Jan. 1844 . 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter 
of the 9th instant, informing them of the death of the schoolmaster of the woikliouse of 
the Roscrea Union, from fever ; and I am to express the Commissioners’ regret at the occur- 
rence. You will have the goodness to continue to report from time to time the state of the 
porter, and the paupers who are patients in the hospital. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians (signed) ’ I. Moore, Chief Clerk 

of the Roscrea Union. 



No. 750, D/44. 



Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 



Gentlemen, Roscrea Union Workhouse, 10 January 1844 . 

I am in receipt of yours to-day, No. 041, D/44. I am liappy to say no casualties 
have occurred since my last. The porter continues very ill, as well as two aged paupers 
and two children; the remaining patients are on the recovery, or not seriously attacked 

Ihe weather being damp, additional facilities have been afforded to dry the clothes ’after 
washing m the unemployed other rooms. The beds have been refilled with fresh straw. 
Whitewashing, fumigating, and other precautionary measures have been adopted which I 
hope will prevent further contagion ; no fever exists in the house to-day. ’ 

I am, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Edward Wall, Clerk of Union. 



No. 1034, D/44. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Roscrea Union Workhouse, 13 January 1844 . 

I am sorry to say it is my duty to report another death among the officers of this union ; 
the porter, Mr. Michael Treacy, has fallen a victim to the prevailing fever; he died during 
last night in the fever hospital. It is a remarkable circumstance, that of 50 paupers sent to 
the hospital, but one (an old woman) has died up to this period, while three of the officers 
have fallen. You have herewith the minutes of yesterday’s Board. 

Iam, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Edward Wall, Clerk of the Union. 



Gentlemen, Sunday, 14 January 18 J 4 . 

As there is not any post made up for Dublin on Saturday night from this town, I beo- to- 
add to the foregoing of yesterday, that no new case of importance has occurred. Two aged 
persons in hospital are not expected to recover ; no change worth notice in the house since 
my last; order is in some measure restored in the laundry, and I trust by a strict code of 
discipline it will be maintained. 

I am. See. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Edward Wall, Clerk of the Union. 
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No. 1034, D/44. 

Letter from the Commissioners in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 15 Jan. 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 13th instant, reporting the death of the porter of the workhouse of the Roscrea 
Union. 

The Commissioners will feel obliged by a continuance of your reports, with respect to the 
health of the pauper inmates of the workhouse labouring under fever. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians 1 am, &c. 

of the Roscrea Union. (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 1632, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 19 January 1844. 

Medical report stated that there was but one case of fever sent to hospital during the 
week, and that the house was generally free from it at present. 



No. 3749, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 16 February 1844. 

Notice by John O’Meara. 

That a vehicle or vehicles be procured for the purpose of conveying sick paupers to the 
workhouse from the various districts of the union, and to and from the workhouse to the 
fever hospital. 



No. 3749, D/44. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 22 Feb. 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Roscrea Union on the 16th iastant. 

##**## 

With respect to the notice of motion to provide a vehicle or vehicles for the purpose of con- 
veying poor persons to the workhouse, or from the workhouse to the fever hospital in cases 
of fever, the Commissioners have directed me to state, that it is the duty of the wardens (see 
regulations, sect. No. 1, par. 4,) to provide, if necessary, for the conveyance of any destitute 
poor person to the workhouse, and that the union funds could not legally be expended in 
purchasing a vehicle or vehicles for such a purpose. 

As regards the conveyance of persons labouring under fever from the workhouse to the 
fever hospital, the guardians will probably not consider, in discussing this proposition, that 
any sufficient necessity exists for purchasing a vehicle for such a purpose. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians I am, See. 

of the Roscrea Union. (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



No. 6045, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 15 March 1844. 

O n the report and recommendation of the finance committee, the following bills having 
been duly examined and found to be correct, and in accordance with the several orders, were 
directed to be paid, and cheques for the several amounts were duly drawn on the treasurer, 
and signed, namely, 

* * * * * # 
Establishment Account : 

Fever hospital, for maintenance of patients - - - - £. 40. 17. 9. 

****** 



No. 6045, D/44. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sh', Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 21 March 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Roscrea Union, on the 15th instant, in which the Commissioners observe 
that you have charged to the establishment account a sum of 40 1. 17 s. 9d. paid to the fever 
hospital for the maintenance of patients. 

In reference thereto the Commissioners have directed me to state, that the establishment 

account 
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account cannot legally be charged with the payment of the expenses incurred in maintain- Roscrfa TJvic 
ing patients m the fever hospital. The expense incurred on account of each person must be 
ascertained, and be charged to the union at large, or to an electoral division, to whichever 
the inmate may be or have been chargeable. 

Your attention is requested to the letter addressed to you on the 25th September last, See page 2. 
paragraphs 4 and 5, on this subj ect. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians I am, &c. 

of the Roscrea Union. (signed) ’ A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



SHILLELAGH UNION. 

No. 19552, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 20 October 1843. 

The clerk is directed to communicate with the committee of the Carnew Fever Hospital, 
to ascertain on what terms fever patients will be received from the workhouse. 



Shillelagh 

Union. 



No. 20416, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 3 November 1843. 

Read letter from Mr. Goodison, stating fever patients would be received in the Carnew 
Hospital from the workhouse at. a cost of 2s. per day. 

The master is directed to send all persons afflicted with fever in the house to the Carnew 
Hospital on those terms. 



No. 20416, D/43. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 16 Nov. 1843. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Shillelagh Union on the 3d instant, and have directed me to express 
their approval of the proposed arrangement to send inmates of the workhouse afflicted with 
fever to the Carnew Fever Hospital. 

I am, however, at the same time to observe, that the sum to be charged per day for each 
patient appears higher than usual. 

In the Roscrea Union the authorities of the fever hospital have agreed to receive inmates 
of the workhouse for a payment of 9J d. per day ; and the Commissioners would recommend 
the Board of Guardians to reconsider the subject, with a view to a reduction of the proposed 
rate of payment in the Shillelagh Union. r v 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Shillelagh Union. 



No. 21373, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 17 November 1843. 

Read letter from Poor Law Commissioners, approving of the proposed arrangement as to 
sending inmates of the workhouse afflicted with fever to the Carnew Fever Hospital, but 
observing that the charge of 2s. per day appears much higher than usual; in the Roscrea 
Union the charge is only 9 \d. 

The clerk is directed to communicate with the secretary of the Carnew Fever Hospital to 
the above effect, offering 1 s- per day. 



No. 21763, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 24 November 1843. 

Read letter from W. B. Goodison (in reply to clerk’s letter) stating there were no available 
funds in support of the Carnew Fever Hospital, save a grant from the Carnew Charitable 
Loan Fund, and that the committee are of opinion that the entire expenses incurred by 
patients from the workhouse should be repaid, but at the same time, as far as possible to 
meet the wishes of the guardians, the committee has agreed to reduce the charge to ls.Gd. 
per diem. 



No. 4250, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 23 February 1844. 

The master reported that pauper Phelim Neil, on the Hacketstown Division, having fever, 
lie had sent him to the Carnew Fever Hospital on Sunday last. 
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No. 4325, D/44. 

Extract from Letter from Clerk to the Guardians, 24 February 1844. 



The master requests your advice oil the following : The guardians have contracted with 
the committee of the Carnew Fever Hospital for the reception of poor persons inma Jl f- 
the workhouse affected with fever, under 6 & 7 Viet. cap. 92, sec . 16 such 
since approved by the Commissioners ; when a pauper is sent to that hospital should ih! 
master discharge him in the usual way from the admission and discharge book (form 
or retain him in that book, striking his name out of the relief book (form 10 A) while absent > 



Extract from Commissioners’ Reply, l March 1844. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of vour letter 
of the 24th instant, and to state, in reply to your first inquiry, that when a person labouring 
under fever is sent to the fever hospital, the master should enter him as discharged upon th ° 
admission and discharge book immediately after his removal to the hospital, and he will of 
course, be removed from the relief list at the same time. ’ 



To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians 
of the Shillelagh Union. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



STRABANE UNION. 



No. 23179, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 19 December 1843. 

Resolved, That application be immediately made to the Poor Law Commissioners for 
permission to transfer paupers sick of infectious fever to the fever hospital in Strabane.’and 
further, the Commissioners be requested to inform the Board whether poor persons so afflicted 
with infectious fever, but not inmates of the poorhouse, might be upon the application for 
such relief, sent direct to that hospital from any part of the union, by an order of the guar- 
dians oi the electoral division where such poor person resides. 



No. 23179, D/43. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

rp Slr ’ _ p °o r Paw Commission Office, Dublin, 23 Dec. 1843. 

o i E c commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of the 

Board of Guardians of the Strabane Union on the 19th instant, containing a resolution°req nest- 
ing the Commissioners sanction to the transference of paupers sick of infectious fever, to the 
ever hospital m Strabane ; and also requesting to be informed whether poor persons afflicted 
with infectious lever, but not inmates of the workhouse, might be sent direct to the fever 
hospital from any part of the union. 

In reference thereto, I am -directed by the Commissioners to express their approval of the 
removal of the fever patients from the workhouse to the fever hospital, and to request that 
the terms upon which they are to be received into the hospital may be reported to them. 

As regards the removal ol persons not in the workhouse to the fever hospital, I am to state 
that the provisions of the Irish Poor Law Amendment Act, in this respect are expressly 
limited to removals from the workhouse; and that the only mode in which the guardians 
can relieve fever patients who are not inmates of the workhouse, is by hiring a house to be 
used as a fever hospital for the union, or building an out ward on the workhouse grounds for 

a purpose, either of which courses may, with the consent of the Commissioners, be adopted 
un er tie 16th sec. of the Act, and the Commissioners will be glad to learn the guardians’ 
views upon this subject. * 6 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians (signed) XMoore, Chief Clerk, 

of the Strabane Union. 



TULLAMORE UNION. 

No. 19455, D/43. 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

T itt n ? emen * • Office, 21 October 1843. 

ere with transmit minutes of proceedings which took place at a meeting of the Board of 
uar lans on yesterday. I also forward a report of the medical officerwhich was laid before 
the meeting, and ordered to be inserted on the minutes. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. (signed) Thomas Ryan, Clerk ofthe Onion. 
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Extract from Guardians' Minutes of 27 October 1843 , referred to in the foregoing Letter. 
Moved by Philip Belton, seconded by Henry Manly: 

Resolved, That the wards alluded to in the medical officer’ « r i i • 
jtathe purposes speeded therein; the staff of course will be found among the paupemlZ 



Doctor Moorhead’s Report alluded to in Minutes. 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians of the Tullamore Union. 

Sir, o ^ 

In compliance with the request of the chairman of the Board, madeon the last dtv of 
meeting, 1 have inspected the several apartments of the workhouse, for the purposeof aseer 
taming whether any of them could be made available for the accommodatK paup“s“ 
piesent labouring under chronic disease 111 hospital, with a view of making suroFstions 

Sdulfve asm m “ agemeDt of fever P at ” mts - and appropriation of the hofpita? to their 
I have given these subjects every consideration in my power, and after most mature 

t, ttll ^ *■*“ 

sS?*? 

?f the h.ruf' entS ln , th 5 wo * 1 ' ouse ’ under e » s <tog circumstances, and to the preservation 
ot the healthy inmates from the consequences of infectious disease. P 

under fZ f am ?a Semen S c ° ale ”P, lated * be possible to separate those labouring 
undei feyei from those affected with other complaints; hut it will be quite imuossible to 
FusTaneVf eCl ‘° n exteni,m g from . the d . is ?ased to the healthy inmates ’of toe boused for 
instance, fever is now recommencing, and there are four eases of it in hospital. By removinir 
iJJm th? fl P dls I ant ™B a of the building they are of course, by so fall, removed 
intmim of d“ e 1 CeS of b “.‘ ‘be frequent latercourse necessarily existing between the 

health^ fonSL h Ff tl a h d the , h “P, lta , 1 .’ tb ? lr coutl guity and relative position, will expose the 
healthy inmates of tile house to infection just as much as heretofore: So long as fever is in 

fotv fmm’r ° ““‘Z” 110 ' P arl of “ io ”B ■» inmate of the house can feel perfect immu- 
nity fi om disease. Fever cannot be circumscribed, or its influences limited by a stone wall • 
Mh y if retarded > « accderated, according to a variety of concomitant causes ; the suscep- 
tibility ol some persons to febrile disease, or their power of resisting it ; atmospherical vicis- 
situdes, or epidemical constitutions of the air may conspire in doiig so; hut s’oW as you 
S"V“ case '“. the bouae > you cannot calculate upon what part of the house, however 

tXmof ZTZ T1 ™ ° Pm '° n “ ay te Ve ' iaed by a rcfa “ ce to faats k "<"™ 

dlZ hen f SV i 1 ' ; aged , iD thc bospital last year, a daughter of the schoolmistress took the 
disease, who had not been m the hospital for many months before ; a second daughter- also 
took it who had never at any time been there. The matron took it, who had not been nearer 
to hospital than her own room ; her son took it, who had not been in hospital from the time 

builtling 4 the ^ ^ " WS ° W ” ,0d = e ' a P d "‘ fta Aom 

A variety of causes operating in a district favourable to infectious disease, and inhabited 
by a densely crowded, half-fed, half-clad population, render this town and locality pecu- 
liarly liable to fever; and hence more or less of that disease is at all times to be found 
here; but at certain seasons of the year it becomes heightened to an alarmino- extent 
spreading- wide and tar, and numbering amongst its victims both rich and poor. Now, when- 
ever, under the influence of some hidden impetus, it may become quickly disseminated 
your wardens will act as they did last year, under precisely similar circumstances — thev will 
recommend persons having fever; for, say they, “If a healthy man be able to support him- 
selt and his family by daily labour, and no more, should he get fever he is no longer able 
to do so ; he becomes destitute for the time, and in the absence of a fever hospital and all 
other means of obtaining medical relief, what can be done with him if not sent to the work- 
house: 



They have recommended such persons to the. workhouse, and thereby secured to the appli- 
cants certain shelter, and to society, probably, the advantages of many valuable lives. But 
they will do so again, and as often as the emergencies of the time call for their exercise of 
expect 6nta pnnCip1e of Chrlstian charity, and this the Board must be prepared to 

It may be thought the Beard can interfere and prevent the exercise of such power on the 
part of the wardens; or, being exercised, obstruct their intention in recommending such 
parties, but such is not the case. A man in fever presents a provisional admission ticket- 
he is taken in, and immediately sent to hospital ; next Board-day lie is lying in the height 
of disease, and the Board is not very anxious to hold any conversation witli him ; they would 
not expel him unheard, and humanity would revolt at the idea of turning- him out, perhaps 
to die at the door. He thus enjoys an undisturbed residence in hospital until his case ter- 
minates : should it be in death, his friends remove and inter the remains ; and if in health 
the moment he is discharged from the hospital he obtains his discharge from the house, and 
*0 ne ,y er comes m contact with the Board. All this has occurred over and over ao-ain a= 
348. P th. 
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the Board well knows ; from which it follows, of a consequence, that whenever fever n 
vails to any extent without doors, we are sure to have it within : and when -I 

cannot be limited to this or that division of the building. ’ 011Ce there > lfc 

Fever being now in the hospital, a question arises. Can anything be done to arrest it 
progress and prevent its spreading? 1 think something can be done, which, however defer 
five, may still be better than nothing. The probationary wards are at present occupied bv 
infants and their nurses as day-rooms ; the former number but 14, and might be ea T 
accommodated, as they were before, in the bath-rooms during the day. If the males labo S1 ^ 
ing under chronic disease in hospital were transferred to one of these rooms, and the female' 
to the opposite, some advantage would certainly follow ; they would he perfectly cut-off fro S 
the other pauper inmates, enjoy good air, light, and ventilation, have the advantage of "a 
hoarded floor and walled-in yard, possessing the usual appurtenances essential to an Isolated 
section of the building. u 

Additional staff would be necessary to carry out this suggestion, a ward-maid and ward 
man for the male side, a nurse-tender and ward-maid for the female side would be requisite* 
while two females, as at present, would be required to take charge of any fever cases that 
may be admitted into the infirmary. 

I have, 8cc. 

(signed) Michael J. Moorekead. 



Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foreo-oino-. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 14 Dec. 1843 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration the report made bv the 
medical officer at the meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Tullamore Union on the 
20th October last, on the subject of the accommodation afforded in the workhouse for fever 
patients. The Commissioners have also had before them the observations of Mr. Mug- 
geridge, Assistant Commissioner, thereon, the papers having been referred to him with a 
view to his personally communicating with the Board of Guardians. This, however Mr 
Muggeridge has as yet been unable to do, and the Commissioners think it right. therefore* 
to request the attention of the Board of Guardians to the subject. 

The Commissioners fully concur in the very proper view taken by the medical officer of 
the danger which would result to all the inmates of the workhouse, should any part of the 
existing building be permanently appropriated for purposes of a fever hospital or ward; and 
they wish to know to what extent the partial and temporary arrangements suggested by the 
medical officer have been carried into effect. J 

The Commissioners have directed me at the same time to forward herewith, for the infor- 
mation of the Board of Guardians, extracts from a communication addressed to another 
Board of Guardians, expressive of the Commissioners’ views on the subject, together with a 
copy of an enclosure to that letter. 0 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, I am &c. 

Tullamore Union. (signed) ’ Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Extract above referred to. 

“With reference to the proposition to convert a portion of the workhouse into fever wards, 
the Commissioners have directed me to state, that after much deliberation, they have been 
advised, and are of opinion, that no part of the existing workhouse can, with safety to the 
health of the inmates generally, be adapted for the reception of fever patients : all will 
agree, that in a matter of so much importance, it is necessary to act on a safe principle ; 
and the Commissioners have accordingly, in the exercise of the responsibility imposed upon 
them by the Legislature, declined to sanction any arrangements contemplating an appro- 
pi lation of part of the present workhouse for the reception of fever patients.” 



Enclosure referred to in the preceding Letter. 

T Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 30 Sept. 1843. 

A am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
or the 26th instant, requesting information as to the mode of bringing into operation that 
°“ he . or . ^ aw Amendment Act which relates to fever hospitals. 

llie Commissioners presume that your inquiry relates only to the 16tli section of the Act; 
and m reference thereto, I am directed to state, that much will depend upon local circum- 
stances ; as, for instance, the existence of a fever hospital in the district, or the want of one; 
and these circumstances should be carefully considered before making any arrangements. 

Generally, however, the Commissioners are now prepared to sanction the providing of all 
necessary accommodation for persons ill of fever, or other dangerous contagious disease, 
who, when ill, are unable to pay and provide for the medical assistance and accommodation 
requisite under such circumstances. A large class of persons may be unable to provide 
themselves with medical assistance, and the necessary accommodation, when ill (of such 
dangerous disease), who are able to provide for themselves, or, in other words, who are not 
destitute when well : for this class the fever accommodation is intended. The guardians 

would 
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would not lie justified in finding medical assistance, or other accommodation, for those who 
are able to pay for, or otherwise provide it for themselves ; but for all poor persons in the 
“ iS Clelr,y the *“*» 0f Wlatnre * 

Every union, therefore, will ultimately have its own fever hospital for its own use (except 
such as have a fever hospital at hand); aud if the matter is properly and economically 
managed it is not anticipated that much, if any, ultimate extra ixpense upon the rata will 
be caused >>? die arrangement, because it is self-evident that vast numbers are rendered 
destitute by the fatal effects of fever and other dangerous contagious disease, who, if fever 
patients are properly provided for, and the disease thus kept from spreading, would not be 
rendered destitute. If a man dies of fever. Ins family often becomes destitute : if a widow 
dies of fever, the children become destitute. ow 

ST” W n-’ howev fi depend upon proper arrangement; and the ultimate arrange- 
ments of the guaidians, and the cost of such arrangements, will very much depend upon the 
mode m which they commence. It is clear that no part of the existing workhouses oan safe!? 
he permitted to be converted into fever wards. The Commissioners are advised, that a due 
regard to tile health of the inmates must prevent them from sanctioning any alteration of the 
present buildings for the purpose ; and ail will agree that, in a matter of so much importance 
it is necessary to act upon safe principle. ™ ’ 

J f , a, “° U !; Ward ° f . the w °rkhouse was erected at a little distance from the present buildino- 
the workhouse site, it might then be thus appropriated; and in such case the 
establishment might be managed by the officers of the workhouse, with the assistance of 
course, of a good and properly paid responsible nurse. 

It is also certain that in this case a proper check could he had over the provisions and 
supplies requisite m such an establishment; but if a house is hired outside, other paid 
officers must be appointed for its management and control. ^ 

b " lldm g, two storeys high, with windows on each side for ventilation, might be 
elected at little cost ; and m the end it will be far more economical and satisfactory- than 
any other course which can be adopted. 3 

Of course in the admission of fever patients, the strict rules which govern admission into 
be enforced ' ™ ™ieed be applicable or necessary ; wives without 
husbmrds— children without parents— and in fact all who are ill of fever and unable to pro- 
vide or be provided for otherwise, may be received when in fever. 

before, however, the guardians come to any determination as to the course which they 
nmy wish to adopt, they would do well to take an opportunity of conferring with the 

Assistant Commissioner on the subject. 5 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Arthur Moore, Chief Clerk. 



Tullamore 

Union. 



No. 22970, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 15 December 1843. 

Notice of motion by Thomas O’Flanagan : 

That the establishment of a fever hospital in connexion with the workhouse, be taken, 
into consideration at the meeting of the Board on the 29 th December instant. 



Letter from Clerk to the Guardians. 

Gentlemen, Tullamore Union Office, 16 Dec. 1843. 

l herewith transmit minutes of proceedings which took place at a meeting of the Board 
of guardians of this union on yesterday ****** 

I am directed by the Board to acknowledge the receipt of your communication, 19455 D 
with enclosures, relating to the report of the medical officer on the 20 th October last’ I 
annex a copy of the medical officer’s report made to the Board on the 25 th November, in 
nswer to that part of your letter which requires to know to what extent the partial and 
temporary arrangements suggested by the medical officer have been carried into effect. 

_ I am & c. 

(signed) Thomas Ryan, Clerk of the Union. 



To the Poor Law Commissioners. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

Medical Officer’s Report, 25 November 1843 . 

On the 20th ultimo a medical report was addressed to the chairman, suggesting the pro- 
pnety of making certain alterations in the hospital department, and of removing the 
patients then labouring under chronic disease in the infirmary to a distant wing of the build- 
-rV , 1 Y ie 7 of P reventin g the spread of fever. These suggestions were adopted by the 
SSToortS SUl)SC T ently C , amed j. nt0 eff ' ecL We have no more fever; there is not now 
smTo 7 1 } a f, n ! e Case °/ tbat dlsease 311 lbe llouse - 1 did not then think the alterations 
suggested would nave perfectly arrested the extension of the malady, nor do I now think 

34b - p 2 ‘ the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Tullamore 

Union. 



116 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS 

the practical effect given to them has exclusively done so. The mild type of the f 
this year, contrasted with its former truly adynamic character ; the paucity of the 
now, compared with the numbers in the house last year, and the better system of ventil? 
tion (sometimes carried to excess for want of glass), of cleanliness, general manacremenr 
and discipline now prevailing, may have been instrumental in limiting the disease bevond 
what would or could occur under less favourable circumstances ; but still some o-oodma 
have resulted from the arrangements alluded to ; at all events the abatement of fev ^ 
coincided with their operation. er 

I feel bound to state this for the gratification of those members of the Board who 
influenced by humane feelings, received the original report with deliberate seriousness and’ 
acted on it with a promptness commensurate with its importance, ’ 

(signed) M. J. Moorhead. 



No. 78 , D/4 4. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 29 December 1843. 

Proposed by George Garvey, seconded by Thomas P. O’Flanagan: 

Resolved, That the present hospital in this workhouse be allocated to the reception of 
destitute fever applicants in this union, and that the following guardians do constitute a com- 
mittee to carry out this resolution, viz. : George Garvey, Francis Berry, Thomas O ’Flanagan 
James Dillon, and the Tullamore guardians. — Passed unanimously. 

Moved by James Dillon, seconded by J. H. Walsh : 

Resolved, That the Committee for carrying out the allocation of the present hospital of the 
workhouse for fever patients, do meet in the Board-room at two o’clock to-morrow, and anv 
other subsequent day ; three to form a quorum. — Passed unanimously. ’ y 

Notice of motion by Thomas O’Flanagan : 

That the resolution excluding the admission of fever patients from this workhouse be 
rescinded. 



Letter to the Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 4 Jan. 1844. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Tullamore Union on the 29tli ultimo, containing a resolution to 
the effect that the workhouse hospital he used for the reception of poor persons labouring 
under fever in the union. 

In reference to this resolution, the Commissioners have directed me to request the attention 
of the Board of Guardians to the letter addressed to them on the subject of the provision 
for fever patients on the 14th ultimo. 

The Commissioners are most anxious to meet the views of the Board of Guardians in all 
cases where they can do so consistently with safety, and the rules which they have found it 
necessary to lay down for their guidance. 

The Commissioners are, however, assured that the objections to the conversion of a part 
ot the existing workhouse into a fever hospital, namely, the danger of spreading contagion 
arnon^ the inmates of the workhouse, and the risk of exciting popular prejudice against the 
workhouse relief, are of sufficient importance to warrant them in withholding their sanction 
Irom any arrangement by which it is contemplated that a portion of the existing workhouse 
accommodation should be appropriated as a fever hospital. 

The Commissioners, however, are quite alive to the necessity which exists for providing 
suitable accommodation for the reception of fever patients in those unions in which no fever 
accommodation is at present available. 

With this view the Commissioners have, in other unions similarly circumstanced, sanctioned 
the erection of an out-ward upon the workhouse site, at such distance from the present build- 
ing as will prevent the danger and inconvenience attendant upon the appropriation of a por- 
tion 01 the existing workhouse to the reception of those labouring under fever, or other 
dangerous contagious disease. 

It the guardians consider it desirable to erect an out-ward for this purpose, under sections 
35 and .3G of the Irish Poor Relief Act, the Commissioners will be glad to co-operate with the 
guardians in carrying out their wishes, in the manner which the Board of Guardians may con- 
sider most for their own interests. 

1 he Commissioners could furnish three sets of plans, which have been supplied to and 
adopted by other Boards; and if one of them were selected, the Commissioners would 
furnish the necessary specifications and working drawings, free of cost, and a contract could 
be made for the execution of the work, under proper control and supervision ; the amount to 
be borrowed for the purpose being repaid by yearly instalments. 

The Clerk to the Board of Guardians I am, &c. 

of the Tullamore Union. (signed) A rt/iur Moore, Chief Clerk. 
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No. 551. 

Extract from the Guardians’ Minutes, 6 January 1844. 
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* , T £f r “5 a PP°' nted at l»st meeting to carry out a resolution to allocate the hospi- 
taljfm the deception of fever patients, having laid their report before the Board P 

Moved by George Garvey, seconded by Samuel Robinson : 

Resolved, That the report of the committee appointed to inquire into the best means of 
6 " r P atients exclusively, be now entered on the 

The committee appointed on the 29th ultimo, pursuant to a resolntion of the Board to 
report on the allocation of the hospital for the reception of fever patients exclusively having 
communicated with the medical officer and received his suggestions, are of opinion/’ 8 
house T t 0 feVer P atlent silould he allowed to enter through the front of the work- 

tbebuUdbg to tbe blck “ 

3d. That direct communication with hospital ward aad front building be cut off bv Per- 
manently closing the doors and windows on the eastern aspect of infirmary. Y P 

4 h. That entrance from male and female hospital yards be made by placing a door in 

Se b uit e wSTa,d °° W Separl ‘ e ‘ hem ’ ‘ he “ tranCe t0 be made mate 

5th. That chronic patients at present in hospital be submitted to the same rules as were 
recommended in the medical officer s report of the 20 th October last 

huMnns to paK - 1 Wi " comm 'unication from the front 

them 8 infirmary, at the same time preventing direct currents of air passing between 

, th , e preset unoccupied lunatic apartments he appropriated to the use of the 
under-staff of hospital, for domestic and other purposes, if required. 
andnJwX ♦“ 8 ™** ent Wty water in hospital yard would enable washing, cooking, 
of? TW f t0 be P ei-fo ™ed there, quite independent of the front part of the building g 
-2”. That for . an outlay of about 6 i. water could be conveyed into those yards from one 
be effected^ P ' PeS ’ ^ “ ° Ut ay of 5l ' more a11 the otller alterations suggested would 

Proposed by Thomas O’Flanagan, seconded by Samuel Robinson: 

Reserved, That the removal of the sick hospital patients to the probationary wards be at 

t 0 rr : the i pread 0f fe Z er ’ w,th which four P atients m the hospital are now 
afflicted ; the medical officer deeming such necessary, to prevent the spread of the disease.— 
Passed unanimously. r 



Tdleamore 

Union. 



Letter to the Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

m T „ . . , V° 01 : La w Commission Office, Dublin, 18 Jan. 1844 . 

I he roor Law Commissioners have had under consideration minutes of proceedings of the 
Board of Guardians of the Tullamore Union on the 5th instant, containing a resolution to 
enter on the minutes a report of the committee appointed “ to carry out a resolution to allo- 
cate the hospital for the reception of fever patients,” and a resolution for the removal of the 
sick hospital patients to the probationary wards, to prevent the spread of fever, with which 
four patients m the hospital are now afflicted. 

The precautionary measure taken in pursuance of the last resolution seems to be verv 
judicious, inasmuch as it is perhaps the only means at present in the guardians’ power to 
prevent the spread of the disease. ° F 

With regard to the former resolution, however, from which the Commissioners are led to 
cone ude that the Board of Guardians contemplate making a permanent arrangement by 
wincti the Hospital of the workhouse may be converted into a fever ward, under the 16th 
sect, of the 6th & 7th Viet. c. 92, the Commissioners are desirous of drawing the attention 
ot the guardians to the report of the medical officer of the workhouse, dated the 20th 
October last, m which the following paragraphs appear, namely 
“The defective nature of my suggestions may in some measure be accounted for by a 
consideration of the innumerable obstacles to the attainment of a perfect system of accom- 
modation for fever patients in the workhouse, under existing circumstances, and to the 
preservation of the healthy inmates from the consequences of infectious disease. Under the 
arrangements contemplated, it may be possible to separate those labouring under fever from 
those afflicted with other complaints ; but it will be quite impossible to prevent infection 
extending from the diseased to the healthy inmates of the house. 

“ So long as fever is in the house, no matter what part of it, so long no inmate of the 
nouse can feel perfect immunity from disease. Fever cannot be circumscribed, or its influ- 
ences limited by a stone wall; it may be retarded or accelerated according to a variety of 
concomitant causes ; the susceptibility of some persons to febrile disease, or their power of 
resisting it ; atmospherical vicissitudes, or epidemical constitutions of the air, may conspire 
m doing so ; but so long as you have one case in the house, you cannot calculate upon 
wliat part of the house, however remote, the second may occur in; this opinion may be 
verified by a reference to facts known to many members of this Board.” 

. The “edical officer then details the causes which will generally occasion a considerable 
influx of persons labouring under fever to the workhouse, and states, “that whenever fever 
^ ' p 3 prevails 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Tullamore 

Union - . 



Waterford 

Union - . 



n8 COMMUNICATIONS, BY POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS, 

prevails to any extent without doors, we are sure to have it within, and when once there it 
cannot be limited to this or that division of the building.” 

By the 16th sect, of the Irish Poor Law Amendment Act, it is enacted, that “ it shall be 
lawful for the guardians of any union, if they shall think fit, subject to such regulations as 
the Poor Law Commissioners may from time to time prescribe, to provide relief for poor 
persons affected with fever, or other dangerous contagious disease, in a house or houses 
hired or rented for the reception and medical treatment of such poor persons during their 
illness and convalescence, or by appropriating for that purpose such portion or portions of 
the Union workhouses as the guardians, with the consent of the Poor Law Commisioners 
shall consider it safe and convenient to he so applied.” 

The Legislature has thus cast upon the Commissioners the responsibility of givino- then- 
consent to, or withholding their consent from, the appropriation of any portion of the 5 work- 
house to the purposes, of the section above cited. Impressed with a due sense of this 
responsibility the Commissioners have, after a careful consideration of the subject, declined 
giving their consent to any arrangement which has hitherto been proposed to them by 
which any portion of the existing workhouse building shall be permanently converted'into 
a fever ward or hospital. 

The Commissioners have already, in their letters of the 14th ultimo and 4th instant, de- 
tailed their views with respect to the arrangements which may be made by Boards of Guar- 
dians for the relief of persons labouring under fever, and they would request the attention 
of the Board of Guardians of the Tullamore Union again to those letters. 

The general views of the Commissioners with respect to the danger and inexpediency of 
appropriating any part of the workhouse for the reception of fever patients, are fully borne 
out in the present case by the report of the medical officer of the Tullamore Union; and the 
Commissioners direct me to state, that, with every wish to meet the views of the Board of 
Guardians, they feel that in this instance they cannot do so consistently with their duty, and 
the Commissioners hereby decline to give the consent which is necessary on their part, under 
the section above quoted, to the alterations proposed to be effected for the purpose of con- 
verting the present hospital of the Tullamore Union workhouse into a fever ward, and to the 
charging of any expenses so proposed to be incurred, upon the poor-rates of the union. 

I am See. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians, (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 

Tullamore Union. 



No. 1051. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 12 January 1844. 

In pursuance of notice of motion, Thomas O’ Flanagan moved, seconded by Samuel 
Robinson : 

Resolved, That the resolution excluding the admission of fever patients into the hospital of 
the workhouse, on the minutes of proceedings of the 10th November 1843, be rescinded, and 
that same be notified to the wardens. — Passed. 



No. 1897. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 26 January 1844. 

Moved by James Dillon, seconded by Henry Manly : 

Resolved, That the communication from the Poor Law Commissioners, dated 18th 
January, on the subject of appropriating the hospital of this house to a fever hospital, be 
entered on the minutes of this day; and that when the establishment of one in connexion 
with this house he again agitated, 14 days’ notice be given, of which the body shall have 
timely notice. & J 



WATERFORD UNION. 



No. 18754, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 12 October 1843. 

Notice of motion by Doctor Mackessy for Thursday, 26 October: 

To move that a committee of this Board be appointed to confer with the committee of the 
iever hospital of the county and city, to make arrangements for the admission of fever patients 
irom the county of Kilkenny portion of the Waterford Union into that institution. 



No. 19780, D/44. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 26 October 1843. 

M oved by Doctor Mackessy, seconded by John Hacket, and 
esolved, That a committee of this Board be appointed, to confer with the committee of 
etever hospital of the county and city, to make arrangements for the admission of fever 
patients from the county of Kilkenny portion of the Waterford Union into that institution. 
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TO THE BOARDS OF GUARDIANS IN IRELAND. 

No. 20208, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 2 November 1843. 

Moved hy Pierce N. Barron, seconded by Edmond J. Power, and 

Kesolved, 1 hat the following Report be received : 

Meeting of Committee of Poor Law Guardians, Waterford Union? C apjLteTto ctnfer 
with the Committee of the Waterford Fever Hospital, the Mayor in the chair. 

Your Committee submit the following resolutions, passed at a meeting of the Waterford 
Fever Hospital, and recommend that this arrangement be acceded to. 

At a meeting of the reo-ulating committee of the fever hospital for the county, and the 
c R oun y ° f M Y 6 of .Waterford Fever Hospital, held on Friday October 27th, 1843, 
Renjamm Moote, E-q. in the chair, the following resolution was unanimously adopted : 
Thaf the proposition of the Poor Law Guardians, made through Dr. Mackessy, to open this 
hosnitai for the reception of fever patients and others in contagious disease from the county 
of Kilkenny portion of the Waterford Union, be agreed to, provided the expenses incurred by 
such patients be paid to the hospital, charging for each patient according to an average to be 
struck either for one or five years. ° 

(signed) “ Benjamin Moore, Chairman.” 

Board having ascertained that there is no hospital open within any available distance, 
Jmmt of parents affected with fever or other contagious disease, residing in the 

county of Kdkenny portion of this union, comprising the following electoral divifions:— 
Rathkyran^ K ' Caum > Junket, Kilkeasy, Kilbeacon, Kilbride, Killahy, Kilmacou, Aglish, 

Moved by Dr. Mackessy, seconded by Captain Newport, and 

Resolved, That the master is empowered to admit provisionally from the above-named elec- 
toral divisions, on the recommendation of a member of this Board, of a parochial clergyman 
of the distnct, or of a resident medical practitioner, all patients affected with fever or other 
contagious disease, and to have them immediately transmitted to the Waterford Fever Hos- 
pital, reporting the admissions to the visitor and the Board of Guardians. 

Moved by John Hacket, seconded by Pierce N. Barron, and 

Resolved, That should any patient be thus recommended for admission without a medical 
certificate, the master is directed to send immediately for the physician of this institution 
that the case may be investigated without delay, and forwarded to the fever hospital if 
necessary. 1 

Moved by Mr. E. J. Power, seconded by Robinson Thomas, and 

Resolved, That the clerk be directed to communicate the above resolutions to the clergy- 
men and medical practitioners residing in the county of Kilkenny electoral divisions of this 
union, and to request that, when practicable, a medical certificate shall be forwarded with each 
patient recommended for admission to this poorhouse. 



No. 20208, D/43. 

Lett er to the Board of Guardians in reference to the foregoing. 

Sir > _ . . , Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 8 Nov. 1843. 

f l HE V 001 ' La n vv ! Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of the Waterford Union on the 2d instant, and with reference to the resolution 
respecting the proposed arrangement for the admission of poor persons labouring under fever 
to the County Waterford Fever Hospital, the Commissioners have directed me to state that 
tbey approve the measures adopted by the guardians for the admission of fever patients into 
the County Waterford Fever Hospital, from the county Kilkenny portion of the union : the 
Commissioners presume that patients will be admitted from the county of Waterford portion 
of the union also, although not expressed in the resolution. 1 

The Commissioners perceive that the proceedings adopted by the guardians are taken 
under the 15th section of the Irish Poor Law Amendment Act; and that section, the guar- 
aians are aware, applies solely to persons previously admitted as inmates of the workhouse. 

7 V s leac ? s the Commissioners to observe upon that part of the resolution which specifies 
certain parties as having authority to recommend persons for provisional admission bv the 
master of the workhouse; and which appears to the Commissioners to be at variance with 
tlie present regulations prescribed by them for the admission of persons as inmates of the 
workiiouse, a reference to which will show that orders of admission to the workhouse can be 
granted only by the parlies designated in the 1st article of the workhouse regulations. 

lo this point, therefore, the Commissioners wis'~ ' - •’ " •’ 

with a view to their reconsideration of the matter. 



To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians 
of the Waterford Union. 



1 am See. 

(signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk. 



346. 



Waterford 

Union. 
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WUXEURD UNION. 

No. 20437, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 4 November 1843. 

In pursuance of the 6th & 7th Viet. c. 92. s. 15, it was resolved, on the moti™ <• 
Captain Richards, seconded by Mr. Sparrow : ’ motlon of 

That such paupers as may contract fever in the workhouse, be sent to the fever 
and that the Board will pay for their maintenance, &c. therein. ^ ’ 



No. 20437, D43. 

Letter to the Board of Guardians in reference thereto. 

Sir > Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 16 Nov 1843 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had before them minutes of proceedings nf ti™ 
of Guardians of the Wexford Union on the 4th instant, containing a reslbtion to send 
such paupers as may contract fever in the workhouse, to the fever hospital and the 
Commissioners have directed me to express their approval of the course proposed to be 

I am at the same time to state, that the Commissioners would be glad to be informed of 
the rate of payment to be made to the authorities of the fever hospital for each patient sent 
by the Board of Guardians. r 

I am, &c. 

To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians (signed) A. Moore, Chief Clerk 

of the Wexford Union. 



No. 21385, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 18 November 1843. 

Read a letter from the Commissioners, expressing their approval of a resolution passed at 
a meeting ot the guardians on the 4th instant, to send such paupers as may contract fever 
in the workhouse, to the fever hospital; and also expressing a wish to be informed what is 
the rate of payment for a person sent from the workhouse to the fever hospital. 

The Board will inform themselves of the average cost of a patient in the fever hospital 
for one year, and will, at their earliest convenience, give the Commissioners the required 
information. 



No. 22662, D/43. 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, 9 December 1843. 

On the report and recommendation of the finance committee, the following bills, having 
been duly examined, and found to be correct, and in accordance with the several orders, 
were directed to be paid, and cheques for the several amounts were duly drawn on the trea- 
surer, and signed, namely — 

****** 
Maintenance Account. 

Nathaniel Sparrow, treasurer of the fever hospital, for paupers sent there, £. s. d. 
,} e . ® x P ense each pauper to be charged to their respective electoral 
divisions, or to the union at large - - - _ _ _ - 419 - 
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of the Number Relieved under the’lCtlfa^ A I" ended Poor Law Act, 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, and 



Wr p!t- f . Number of Number of Houses — 

Fever Patients Fever Patients Hired for the 
R i 7,l d ni Ddertiie Reheved under the Reception of Poor 
15th Ciause 16th Clause Persons in 
of the Amended of the Amended Fever, under the nnorD , MlrT „ 

« 7 AC L 7° or Law Act * 16th Clause OBSERVATIONS. 

6 & 7 Viet. c. 92, 0 & 7 Viet. c. 92, of the Amended 
, . , U P t° th e up to the Poor Law Act 

1st day of Mar.1844. 1st dayof Mar.1844. 0 & 7 Viet. c. 92. 

194 1 b firtd W*'* D 7u bai,t b 7 th ? Loan Fund, 

- — — patients? & workhouse, for the accommodation of 60 

— — — per'anuum^ 6 tW ° a< *j°' n ' n 2 ca Bins, rented at the rate of SI. IS*. 



Adjacent fever hospital relieves all cases of fever. 

L'J; here ,, h * S ■ been a , sma " fever Bospi tal in Ballina, and persons 
^Uufn^an^dV^ VVOrkhouse here are examined by th^medi- 
Mt admitS ’w d ' r fany , sym l ,tums of fever a PPear, the patient is 
[l;”' 1 '?’ •>.“» referred to some of the supporters of this fever 
hospital, who gives them a ticket of admission thereto. 

No fever patients relieved but in the hospital of the workhouse. 



bnild! 1 nlf? a f rd j anS n T d sheds . ! ? , the rear of workhouse 
building as fever wards, and occupied the new nursery building for 



Z™* b ?™ iaI , fever hospital has been given gratuitously by the 
ases °* t lSt touse ’ for the temporary reception of pauper fever 



:-™ era ; s , an excel | ent fevcr hospital in Celbridge, where all paupers 

are admitted upon the recommendation of subscribers. * 

-;l he ™ paupers were sent to the Clones Fever Hospital by order 
^a^°r Th n. S uardlan * P assed no resolutions on the subject, 
relieved ^ VlCt ‘ £dause 16 ’ havia ff provided for their being so 

: - We have had very little fever in the workhouse since the pass- 
ing of the above Act; and these cases were attended to inwards 
appropriated to them in hospital of the workhouse. 

tei" |5* b “ 10 “ r 11 ° f *” ™ lta a ™»s 

- - Four fever patients have been sent from the workhouse to the 

Hardwick Fever Hospital since the passing of the Act; but without 
reference to the Act, as no agreement was made as to cost of relief 
or expense incurred in the removal. ’ 

- - On pauper inmates being attacked with fever, a notification is 
torwarded to Cork-sheet Fever Hospital to that effect, and a medical 
officer atlends from that establishment, on whose certificate a car- 
nage is sent for the patient, and he or she is retained in Cork-street 
until convalescent. That establishment has made no cliaree a°ainst 
guardians for same. There were nine paupers taken to Cork-street 
Hospital from 24th August 1848 to 1st March 1844. 

One of the patients died in the Whitworth Hospital 

- - Fever patients in workhouse were treated in the infirmary of the 

workhouse by the medical attendant. 1 

Cost of conveying 13 patients to fever hospital, 4 s. 6 d. 



There is afever hospital, supported by town and county of Galway. 

Gorey Fever Hospital, at 7s. 6 d. per week for each pauper. 
x‘, Th - ere r be i ng D ° P rovision made under the 10th clause of the 
Act, six of these cases were treated in the idiot wards ; the remain- 
mg six m the infirmary. All were taken off the streets in bad 
typhus fever. 

V Brom the 29th of September 1842 to the 24th August 1843 
there were 40 cases of fever in the house. 
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BOARDS OF GUARDIANS, IRELAND. 



UNIONS. 


Number of 
Fever Patients 
Relieved under the 
15th Clause 
of the Amended 
Poor Law Act, 
G&7 Viet. c. 92, 

stdayofMar.1844. 


Number of 
Fever Patients 
Relieved under the 
16th Clause 
of the Amended 
Poor Law Act, 

6 Sc 7 Viet, c.92, 
up to the 

lstday of Mar. 1844. 


N umber of Houses 
Hired for the 
Reception of Poor 
Persons in 
Fever, under the 
16th Clause 
of the Amended 
Poor Law Act, 

6 Sc 7 Viet. c.92. 


Kilkeel - 


_ 


_ 


_ 


Kilkenny 




. 




Killarney 




— 




Kilmallock 








Kilrush - 


9 




— 


Kinsale 


- 




. 




— 


— 


— 


Letterkenny - 


— 


— 


— 


Limerick 








Lisbnrn 


3 


13® 




Lismore 








Lisnaskea 








Lis towel 








Londonderry - 








Longford 


- 


— 


— 


Loughrea - 


19 














Lurgan - - - 




128 




Macroom 


- 






Magherafelt - 
Mallow - 




7 


1 


Manor Hamilton - 








Midleton 


1 


23 


1 


Milford - 


— 


— 


— 


Mohill - 




12 




Monaghan 


— 


— 


— 


Mountmeliuk - 


— 


— 


— 


Mullingar 


— 


— 


— 




* _ 


— 





Km, - - - 


8 




" 


Nenagh 




30 




Newcastle 


17 






New Ross 




- 


- 


Newry - 


— 


— 


_ 


Newtownards - 






1 


Newlown Limavady 








Oldcastle 








Omagh ... 
















Rathdown 








Rathdrum 








Rathkeale 









Roscommon - 


- 


0 




Roscrea 


78 


_ 


_ 


Scariff ... 


~ 




- 


Shillelagh 


1 






Skibbereen 









Sligo - 


1 


_ 





Strabane 









Stranorlar 









Swineford 








Thorles - 








ST? : : 




~ 


- 


Trim ... 








Tuam - 








Tullamore 








Waterford 


14 


18 


. 


Westport 


— 


— 


_ 


Wexford 


10 


- . . 


- - . 




218 


971 


6 



OBSERVATIONS. 



- - The fever cases in the workhouse have been attended to in a 
portion of the house adapted for that purpose. 



■ There is a fever hospital in the town, in which fever patients are 



- - Fever has appeared among the inmates, who have been treated 
in one of the stores of the workhouse. 

--•These were placed "in wards in hospital fitted up for the 
occasion. Doctor recommends a fever hospital to be built, and 
attached to the house in case of many cases of fever occurring as 
the hospital in the town is too small to admit many. 61 

- - There being a fever hospital at Londonderry, it was not found 
necessary that the union should make any accommodation for that 
description of patients. 

- - The medical attendant did not include only such as were in 
hospital eight days or upwards. 

- - A ward for fever patients now building on the workhouse grounds. 
The idiot wards were prepared for fever patients, and latterly 
when convalescent, they were removed to the probationary wards in 
front building of workhouse ; this was the only place they could be 
put, and was objecteitoby some of the guardians as being too near 
the Board-room. 

- -Four persons in fever were relieved in the workhouse hospital in 
the time specified, but they entered the house in the ordinary 
mode in which all other paupers do. 

A small thatched cabin, convenient to the workhouse. 



-- From the proximity of the fever hospital to the workhouse (about 
200 yards), no expense has been or is likely to be incurred in con- 
veying patients. 

They were supported and attended to in the workhouse. 



- * The fever hospital of the county is adjoining the workhouse, 
and the clerk having applied to governors to know the charge 
of maintenance, received for reply, that there would be no charge 
made. 

- - All of these were treated in a part of die workhouse infirmary 
set apart by the medical attendant for the purpose. 

- - There have been a number of fever patients relieved in the work- 
house in the usual manner, without any reference whatever to the 
above-recited Act. 

- - A house hired at 20 2. per annum, fitted up at the expense of the 
union; a superintendent and two assistants appointed. 



- - These cases were admitted provisionally, and subsequently 

allowed by the Board ; no distinct resolution on the subject, fur- 
ther than the entry before the application book, as follows : “ Very 
urgent, being cases of fever provisionally admitted on 7th February, 
and allowed on 13th February, 43.” The idiot wards were appro- 
priated for their reception, by order of Lord Crofton. • 

- - The guardians having agreed with committee of Carnew Fever 
Hospital, at lj. Ct2. per bead per diem, patients afflicted with fever 
are sent there. 



- - Four of these cases were from Waterford, and will not be 
for : the remainder will be charged to the respective electoral 
sions to which they belonged. 

At the rate of 1 s. per head per day. 



Number of Houses hired for the reception of Poor Persons in Fever, under the 10th Clause of the said Act ----- 6 
Names of Unions in which such Houses have been hired - Abbeyleix, Ardee, Magherafelt, Midleton, Newtownards. 
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F 1LW £ R HOSPITAL 



N?l. 

Probable Cost L 600. 
exclusive of furniture. 










■ 



Probable cost 460 1. 
exclusive of Furniture. 
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Id# 1844. 
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